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Excellent GCSE and ‘A’ 
Level examination results“ “Mr Samra, Headteacher
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I would like to start this half 
term newsletter by 
congratulating students in 
Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 on 
some fantastic GCSE and ‘A’ 
Level results. Year 11 students 
achieved 79% Grade 4 - 9 in 
English and Maths. This is 
significantly above the national 
average (63%) and testament to 
the hard work of students, 
parents and staff. This strong 
performance was replicated at ‘A’ 
Level where 56% gained A*B 
against the national average of 
52%. Equally as impressive as 
these results is the fact that all 
students have now gone onto 
positive destinations. These 

destinations include Sixth Form 
at Southam, Apprenticeships, 
Employment and University. 
Academic success, however is 
just one area of success at our 
great school. Over the last seven 
weeks it has been wonderful to 
see and hear how our students 
are developing as well rounded 
happy, young people who are 
prepared to participate in a huge 
range of activities. For example it 
was truly uplifting to see Year 7 
students developing their 
understanding of other cultures 
by learning about the festival of 
Diwali and take part in 
workshops with an outside 
theatre company. It was great to 
see our students dress up in 
traditional Sikh and Hindu 
clothes as well as learn about 
the history of the festival. 
Friday 6th October saw BBC 
Radio Four’s Any Questions 
being hosted at Southam 
College. High profile politicians 
such as Andrea Leadsom and 
Caroline Lucas amongst others 
debated key issues and 
answered questions from the 
audience. It was a real privilege 

to see so many of our students 
from Year 7 – 13 at the event 
and posing so many thought 
provoking questions. 
These events and our ongoing 
focus on developing every 
lesson as a meaningful and 
active learning experience 
ensure that we are actively 
putting into operation our key 
strategic aims: 
· Raising Achievement 
· Developing Learning and 
Teaching 
· Providing students with 
Memorable Experiences 
Throughout the year as in the 
past eight years we will 
consistently focus on these 
simple goals, and encourage 
every student to be the ‘best they 
can be’. I passionately believe 
that if students do this they can 
go onto achieve absolutely 
anything! 
Have a lovely half term everyone 
and thank you for your ongoing 
support. 

Mr Samra, Headteacher
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  The more you read, the 
more things you will know. 
The more that you learn, the 
more places you'll go. 
                                  Dr. Seuss

The Goldfish Boy 
Year 7 have got off 
to a flying start 
with their reading 
at Southam 
College! Many 
students have 
already finished 
The Goldfish 
Boy and 
handed in their 
review 

postcards: see 
some of the comments below. 

Oscar 7GV1 - “I think that the 
'Goldfish Boy' is a great book and 
definitely a book that I would 
recommend. My favourite part is 
when Matthew gets over his fear 
of germs and diseases. I would 
rate this book 9 out of 10.” 

Freddie 7GV1 - “Matthew Corbin 
is a 12-year-old boy, who hates 
going outside, due to his OCD and 
fear of germs. He fears he may 
have killed a loved one. The cul-
de-sac was a quiet place until 15 
month old Teddy Dawson went 
missing and all the neighbours are 
suspects ... I liked the diary style 
the book was written in. If you like 
mystery / modern this is the book 
for you.” 

Amelia 7WE1 - I thoroughly 
enjoyed reading 'Goldfish Boy' 
because it is a book that enables 
you to relax and let the words 
wash around you. Full of mystery, I 
thought it was clever how a 
multitude of themes were 
combined to create real-life 

circumstances; the flashbacks that 
occurred throughout the book 
were entertaining as they added to 
the storyline. The description was 
exquisite because it put a very 
vivid image in my mind. I loved this 
book!” 

Hermione 7WE1 - I really enjoyed 
reading this book. I took it on 
holiday and couldn't put it down! 
Personally I think that the storyline 
that the author chose for the book 
was really effective and made me 
stop and think about the 
character's emotions. 

Reading Passports 
Year 7 and 8 have also started 
their library lessons his year, and 
every student in Year 7 and 8 now 
has a Reading Passport . 
Students should keep this in their 
planner, reading a book to fill each 
box on the passport. The 
categories include ‘a prize winner’, 
‘a book set in a different country’ 
and ‘a book based on a true story’. 
When students have read each 
book, they should have their 
passport stamped – this can either 
be in library lessons or they are 

welcome to visit the library before 
school, at break times or at lunch 
times to have their passport 
stamped. We hope everyone will 
try to read at least 4 books this 
year. 

Reading Outreach 
Mrs Jones, the school librarian, has 
started her visits to the primary 
schools to set up our Year 6 
readers. The programme has 
worked really successfully for the 
last two years, and we hope it will 
be just as well received this year! 
We also hope to have our Key 
Stage 3 Book Group up and 
running very soon – see Mrs Jones 
in the library for more details.

Literacy Focus

“ “

Literacy at Southam 



 

UCAS Update 
It’s that time of year when Y13 
students are thinking about 
their future – whether it is for 
university, employment or 
college, we are here to help. In 
term of UCAS, the main time 
to be getting forms and 
personal statements 
completed is now.  The sooner 
your form is completed, the 
sooner you will hear back and 
start receiving offers.   

Top tips for UCAS 
1. Research your course options 
and university choices widely - 
there's loads of courses out there! 
2. Check what type of degree you 
will be applying for - honours or 
foundation?  
3. Find out what types of jobs you 
can get with the course you are 
applying for. 
4. Research the methods of 
assessments for the different degree 

It has also been a really good start for Y12 who have 
celebrated their GCSE results and now begun AS with 
relish.  It’s a massive step up from GCSE to A level, so it 
is really important to use time as wisely as possible and 
see your teachers or tutor if you are having any 
difficulties.   
Overall, attendance in both years has been excellent, 
with both at 95% or above, and Y12 having the second 
highest attendance rate in the school for September.  
This is a really good start to the new academic year, 
keep it up! 

Mr Bradbury, Head of Sixth Form

Great Start for the Sixth Form! 

Welcome back to Year 13 students with an outstanding AS pass rate of 94%!  The 
A-B rate for all subjects was 60% which is exceptional.  Well done to all students 
who did so well; this was a product of the hard focussed work that you all did during 
Year 12.  I have been impressed by the start that most Year 13s have made during 
this first half term – keep it up and you will continue to succeed!

8. Work hard on your personal 
statement and make it interesting - 
especially your opening line! 
9. Don't leave it to the last minute - 
the earlier the better, especially for 
popular courses! 
10. BE HONEST - it's your personal 
application and every personal 
statement is checked for 
plagiarism..... 

Keep up to date with UCAS 
information, follow us on twitter 
twitter.com/SouthamCollege

courses - is it exams, coursework 
or a mixture?  

5.Make sure you know what your 
predicted grades are for your 
application - these are not the 
same as your target grades! 

6.Choose at least 2 back up 
options on your 5 choices in case 
you don't get offers from some 
courses. 

7. Go on open days and visit as 
many places as possible - all 
universities are different! 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European 
Bake Off 
A fantastic effort from 
everybody involved in the 
European Bake off. Over 50 
entries made judging very 
difficult. The first round of 
judging was carried out by 
the Heads of House 
followed by our esteemed 
judging panel including Mr 
Samra, Mr Johnson, Mr 
MacGibbon, Mrs James, 
Miss Dean and Mrs Telford. 
There was a wide range of 
entries from all over Europe 
and we were hugely 
impressed by everyone. 
Below is a list of all those 
short listed entries and the 
overall winners. HAPs will 
be awarded to all entries but 

special congratulations to all 
our winners. A special 
mention to all of our staff 
bakers who really set a high 
standard this year to 
represent their house!  

Well done from the MFL 
Department. 

Appearance 
1. Meggie Moses 7GV2  
2. Hannah Koch 7SE1 
3. Isabel Bergendorf 8WE3 

Skill 
1. Poppy Hilton 8WH4  
2. Ethan Coulter 8WH4 
3. Hannah Hopkins 7WG1 

Taste 
1. Keira Moore 8WE3 
2. James Pelter 7SE2 
3. Eve Roddis 7SE2
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Year 13 Duke of Edinburgh
At 6am on a cold, dreary Friday morning in September, six 
intrepid Year 13 students made their way to the Peak District to 
embark on their qualifying Duke of Edinburgh’s Silver Award 
expedition.  Whilst navigating and walking an average of 15km 
each day and being completely self-sufficient and independent 
for three days, they endured sun, rain, steep hills, flowing water, 
cows, mud, long footpaths and more rain, camping for two 
nights, cooking the food they carried on their backs and, worst 
of all – wet socks! But through all of this, they worked well as a 
team and encouraged each other at various stages throughout 
the weekend to successfully complete this arduous but 
massively rewarding adventure.  The assessor commented that 
they all worked extremely hard.  Thank you also to Iain White 
and David Brough, our volunteer Expedition Supervisors.
Huge congratulations to Emily, Charlotte, Oliver, Thomas, 
Rebecca and Jessica.
Mrs Brough, Mr Bradbury and Mrs Stevens

HERE

http://southam.polldaddy.com/s/volunteering-to-be-a-ptsa-helper
http://southam.polldaddy.com/s/volunteering-to-be-a-ptsa-helper


 

  On Friday 6th October Southam College hosted the BBC 
Radio 4 Any Questions debate programme.  In front of a 
lively audience of over 300, Caroline Lucas MP, Jon Ashworth 
MP, Andrea Leadsome MP, Bernard Hogan Howe and 
presenter Jonathan Dimbleby discussed key political issues of 
the week.  Our audience comprising of members of the local 
community as well as Southam College students, parents and 
staff, posed some tough questions to the panel, resulting in a 
robust and enlightening debate.  We were really proud to hear 
Mr Dimbleby mention the school motto 'Be the best you can 
be' during the programme, and also the contributions of 
students Pippa Lee and Caitlin Thomas to an excellent 
programme. Drinks were held afterwards to enable the 
audience to meet the panel and discuss the debate.  A great 
buzz all around! 

BBC Radio 4 Any Questions

Sixth Form Trip to 
Ghana 
This summer I had the privilege of taking 8 
Year 13 students to Ghana. We travelled 
with African Adventures and stayed in a 
lovely fishing village in Woe. As soon as 
we arrived the community made us feel 
real ly welcome. The project work 
consisted of brick making and teaching in 
a school in Woe. The students really put 
everything into the brick making as we 
were supporting Elijah, he was one of our 
mentors, he taught us how to make and 
lay the bricks. The money he got from the 
school went towards his tuition fees at 
University and the girls really wanted to 
help him with this. The girls planned the 
teaching every evening and delivered this 
to reception children who absolutely 
adored them. 

This experience was life changing for the 
students, not only did this help with their 
confidence and team building skills 
but they became part of Ghanaian life and 
interacted with all member of the 
community. It was an honour to be apart of 
it. 

Miss Harwood



 
 

 
Sports UpdateSuccess for Southam at first round of 

English Schools Cross Country Cup 
The first round of the English Schools Cross Country Cup took place 
at Princethorpe College. The competition is a team event where the 
scores of each individual gets added together to create a team 
score. The lowest score wins with the top two teams qualifying for 
the regional round later in the year. 

The first race was the Junior Girls event (Year 7&8), which saw the 6 
girls completing 2 full laps of the course. A fantastic run by all girls 
saw them finish with a surprising low score of 30, leaving them in 
good contention of qualifying for the next round. Individual 
successes came from Elspeth Unitt finishing in a fantastic 2nd place 
narrowly missing out on the victory to a very good runner from 
Kenilworth. Elspeth was closely followed by two of our new year 7's 
Madeleine Jacks and Seinna Viteri in 6th and 7th places 
respectively. The final 3 runners completed the race all coming in the 
top 30 (Poppy Lister - 15th, Poppy Hilton - 22nd and Mae Quinney - 
27th). 

Unfortunately the junior boys team seemed to have a few last minute 
drop outs however James Pelter managed to complete the course 
finishing in the top 30. 

The third race of the day came from the Intermediate Girls (Year 
9&10), again the girls continued to impress with fantastic running 
from Emily Lovett finishing in 3rd place - her best ever finish. Emily 
was closely followed by Ana Lovett in 13th and Rosita Gugutkova in 
15th place. The team was complete with the final 3 runners again 
finishing in the top 30 (Georgia Eversden - 20th, Sarah Costa - 24th 
and Alice Parsons - 28th). 

The final race was a long one from the Intermediate Boys - the boys 
had to complete 3 full laps of the course. It was a tough ask but the 
boys managed to battle the course and complete it finishing inside 
the top 30. Jacob Watson being the first boy home in 17th, closely 
followed by Harley Wright and Jake Oxley in 18th and 19th place 
respectively. Sam Lambert completed the team score coming home 
shortly after in 22nd place. 

The team results will be released in the next few days, where we will 
find out if any teams have qualified for the regional round. 

A fantastic performance by all - well done you should all be proud of 
yourselves. 

Mrs Turton and Mr MacGibbon. 



  

Year 7 Rugby 
Eureka Bulyka - 18th October 
Player of the tournament Reni Bulyka was in sensational form at Scrum Half as Southam College won all three 
games at the Leamington Rugby Club festival. Reni scored three tries, but it was his tenacious hassling of the 
opposition Scrum Half, low tackling and his quick passing that gave him the deserved accolade. 

Southam 25 Myton 0 
Ben Davies was the star of this game with several excellent powerful runs at the heart of the opposition. This got the 
pack rampaging forward, particularly Oli Kitson who takes some stopping when in full flow. Oli scored a marvellous 
try, breaking through three tackles before sprinting to the line. In true Second Row style, it did take him some time to 
get back to the half-way line for the restart! Ashley Barnett scored another, displaying his explosive strength to good 
effect. Captain Brendan Simms was in terrific form, his all-round performance topping the tackle count and scoring 
two fine tries in this game through his clever angles of running. However, try of the game came from excellent 
winger Paul Hickey, who scored a classic winger's try cutting inside one defender before using his pace to go 
outside the last tackler. 

Southam 30 Heart of England 0 
I was a very happy coach after five minutes of this one! Logan Morrison made an excellent couple of breaks in quick 
succession but had the vision to pass to Brendan Simms in space for an early try. A few moment later it was 
Brendan making the break and passing to Logan to finish. Great teamwork from the two centres and a far cry from 
the victory against Bilton a couple of weeks ago, when we forgot we could pass the ball. Added to which excellent 
mauling from the forwards, especially Cameron Ounsworth, set Oli Kitson up for two further tries. Reni Bulyka took a 
quick penalty 5 metres out and ran at the heart of the defence, somehow finding a gap to squeeze through to 
extend the lead. Brendan Simms added another to complete the scoring. In fact the only uncoordinated moment 
was the clash of heads between the talented Jacob Goatley and Ben Davies that saw the Second Row left with the 
egg bump and the diminutive Scrum Half unscathed! Toby Cox and Callum Stewart deserved particular mention for 
their defensive play, closing the opposition down so quickly. 

Southam 40 North Leamington 0 
Both teams came into this last match unbeaten and North Leamington looked very dangerous in the early stages 
through superb passing and good recycling of the ball. It took a sensational individual try from Jaden Meek to give 
Southam the ascendancy. Jaden's danced through tacklers deep in his own half before showing blistering pace to 
sprint sixty metres to score. A second soon followed as Ashley Barnett powered through two tackles and looked up 
in shock at how far he still had to run for the line! To his credit he showed impressive speed but was blowing heavily 
afterwards. Although 10-0 up, North Leamington were playing better team rugby in the early stages. However, this 
soon changed as the physicality of Southam at the ruck and maul started to show. Thomas Werren, Rory Spencer 
and Ruben De Beer showed great handling skills in linking forwards and backs. The gaps were starting to appear 
with two more tries for quick thinking Reni Bulyka and a brace for Brendan Simms. The last of which saw a burst of 
acceleration as he blasted through the deflated 
defence for a solo try that had the crowd 
applauding. Jaden and Ashley completed the 
scoring with further tries as Southam eased to 
a comfortable victory in a game that was so 
tight early on. 

So a great evening's rugby and no tries 
conceded. However, tackling is the most 
important skill and too many were missed 
tonight which could prove crucial against 
stronger opponents. When we have the pace 
and skill of Hudson Byatt, Charlie Cooke, 
James Pelter and Oscar Wain out wide we 
must try to move the ball to the wing. If we get 
stopped on the right, recycle it and move it 
back to the left, and so on until the gap 
appears. The last play of the final match saw a 
sensational move that saw 10 of the 12 players 
touch the ball in a wonderful Barbarian style 
move. This is the sort of free flowing 
entertaining rugby we want to play boys! 

Mr Eadon 



 

13th October - The year 7 
netball team had their first 
ever match representing 
Southam College.  

They played their part in a 
Varsity match away against 
Bilton. The year 7 team 
played against a year 8 team 
who were also playing in their 
first competitive match as a 
team.  

The first half started brilliantly 
wi th Southam sneaking 
ahead with goals from Holly 
and Ruby. All of the centre 
court players played their role 
in keeping possession and 
stopping Bilton having a shot.  

The second half the shooting 
combination were playing 
fantastically passing the ball 
around in the circle and 
extended their lead to 4. The 

defensive combination of 
Amelia and Hannah were 
able to stop the ball getting 
into the defensive circle. Mae 
m a n a g e d n u m e r o u s 
interceptions to see Southam 
have most of the possession.  

Brilliant effortgirls, was a 
lovey game to umpire and 
you all played your socks off. 

A well deserved win. All three 
of us were proud of the 
performance.  

Mrs Turton, Amy and Marie 
(Yr 11 Coaches) 

Coach's Players of the 
match: 
Mrs Turton's: Ruby Jackson 
Marie's: Mae Quinney 

Year 7 Netball Team end their first match with a win

6th October - Congratulations to the Year 10 Rugby team, who 
despite missing a few players, put in three great performances 
against Alcester Grammer School, Henley-in-Arden School and 
Studley School. They won two games and lost one to finish 2nd 
overall, with tries coming from Lucas Evans (3), Jacob May and 
Ben Irving. There were notable performances and moments all 
over the pitch, but special mention goes to Charlie Thwaites, 
who led the line well and Mackenzie Spilmann-Penn, who 
managed to keep his physicality just the right side of legal, 
wrestling possession back for Southam. 

Mr MacGibbon 

Well done to the 
Southam College staff, 
Mrs Parker, Mrs Poole, 
Mrs Thresher and Mrs 
Bretherton who walked 
10K Twilight walk 
through Warwick, 
raising funds for the The 
Brain Tumour Charity.

Year 10 Rugby Tournament - Alcester






