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Dear Parents and Students, 

 

Welcome to our 2015 Options booklet.  I hope you will be able to read it together and 

then feel able to plan the important choices available to you.  The booklet contains brief 

descriptions of the courses offered for Key Stage 4 but remember that teachers are only too 

pleased to discuss these and the options with both students and parents.  I hope that you 

will find the booklet informative and that it will help you to make important decisions 

about the next three years of the education process, decisions that might also affect the 

years beyond that.   

 

I hope too, that you will take the opportunity to come into school at 7.00pm on Thursday 

5
th
 February when we will offer further guidance and advice. 

 

Why have Options? 

Students in Year 8 have completed almost two years at Southam College and have 

experienced a wide range of subjects.  At this stage in their education, they have an 

opportunity to study slightly fewer subjects but to a greater depth, ready for public 

examinations.  We ensure, however, that everyone maintains a balance of subjects while at 

the same time students can begin to shape their education just a little, so that it more closely 

reflects their individual interests and abilities.  Making decisions is an important part of 

students taking responsibility for their own learning and, indeed, their futures.  We also 

hope that the decision-making process will be rewarding and help develop some feeling of 

taking control.   

 

Getting it right 

You cannot be sure that choices made now will be right for a chosen career.  Students’ ideas 

will probably change; employment opportunities and entry requirements certainly will.  

That is why it is essential that, even when the choices are made, a broad and balanced 

range of subjects has been preserved.  Options for later need to be kept as open as possible 

and the subjects we require to be studied help to ensure this. 

 

To help students make informed choices, they will be given support from their tutors and 

the Head of Year as well as subject teachers.  We welcome contact from parents, too, if you 

feel we can provide support. 

 

 

    Mrs Bull 
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INTRODUCTION  

 

This booklet is divided into two sections: 

 

 CORE SUBJECTS – compulsory and studied by all 

 OPTION SUBJECTS – four chosen by students 

 

CORE SUBJECTS 

 English Language GCSE 

 English Literature GCSE 

 Mathematics GCSE 

 Science (Double or Triple Science GCSE) 

 Physical Education 

 Philosophy and Ethics 

 Life Skills 

 

Further information on these subjects is provided in the Core Section subject section of this 

booklet. 

 

OPTION SUBJECTS 

The Options subject section of the booklet is divided into two types: 

 EBacc GCSE subjects 

 GCSE and Vocational courses 

 

You will have to choose 4 subjects from these sections.  You will need to pick one EBacc 

GCSE and then any three others.  Please read these sections carefully before making your 

choices.   

 

The Options form needs to be completed, signed by a parent/carer before it is returned to 

College by the deadline of Thursday 26
th
 February 2015. 

 

EBacc GCSEs 

 Choose one EBacc GCSE subject from this list: 

Computer Studies 

Geography  

History 

Languages (French, German and/or Spanish) 

 It is possible for students to take up to four EBacc GCSEs 

 These GCSEs are sought after by many employers and universities and are more academic  

 

GCSE and Vocational courses 

 Choose up to three GCSE and/or Vocational courses 

 GCSEs – there are a large number of other GCSEs to choose from which will have 

examinations and, sometimes, coursework or controlled assessments to be completed in 

class. 

 Vocational courses – BTECs and Cambridge National Certificates are more work related.  

These courses have a mix of continual assessment and fewer examinations. 
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How do I choose? 

 

Consider the following: 

 

o Which are your favourite subjects? 

o In which subjects do you achieve well? 

o If you have an idea of your future career, do you need to have studied particular 

subjects?  Check the level of any exam pass grades needed. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns about particular careers or Further/Higher Education 

courses, ask your Life Skills teacher, Mr Hughes (the Careers Advisor) or your tutor to 

ensure that your choices make good ‘career sense.’  You will be more successful in your 

studies if you know what is leading you forwards.   

 

DO .... 

o Ask for advice from the people who know you 

o Talk over your choice with your parents, tutor and subject teachers 

o Make an informed choice 

 

DON’T .... 

o Take a subject just because you like the teacher – it is the subject that is 

important 

o Choose a subject just because your best friend has chosen it – your best friend 

may be good at it, you may not 

o Be put off taking a subject because one of your peers says he doesn’t like it 

 

What do I do now? 

 

Steps to take: 

o Read this booklet carefully and discuss it with your parents and carers 

o Seek any advice you need from subject and careers teachers as well as your tutor 

o Make good use of the Tutorial and Life Skills time devoted to ‘Options’ 

o Check out all the resource available to you in Careers including Careers websites you 

have been told about, such as, CareerSoft JED (Job Explorer Database) 

o Listen carefully to the ‘Option Talks’ about new subjects in particular, and make 

notes if necessary 

o Find out more about Options available to you at Options Evening on Thursday 5
th
 

February 2015.  
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STUDENT SUPPORT 

 

We welcome your support for your children’s learning.  Students are asked to approach 

tasks in a different way and they are expected to complete individual research.  The work 

load also increases markedly.  As parents, you can help by guiding students, helping them to 

manage their time and providing the opportunity to research widely.  If, during this time, 

you have any queries or need assistance, you are welcome to contact the college. 

 

Finally 

 

All subject choices are final and students will not be able to change a subject choice at any 

time during the two years once a course has started. 

Parents and students will receive a letter confirming their child’s options choices by May 

half term.   

 

 

 

WHICH COURSES WILL RUN? 

 

All subjects are offered subject to sufficient demand.  In the event of having chosen a subject 

which fails to run, parents will be informed as soon as possible in order that an alternative 

subject may be selected.   
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KS4 Options Form 2015/18 

 

Name: ________________________________________ Tutor Group: ______________ 

 

CORE – all students take these: 

 English Language and Literature 

 Maths 

 Science 

 Life Skills and Citizenship 

 Philosophy and Ethics  

 Physical Education 

OPTIONS – Please chose from the following: 

EBacc SUBJECTS                           TICK ONE CHOICE ONLY 

 Computer Studies 

 French 

 Geography 

 German 

 History 

 Spanish 

TICK THREE CHOICES 

 

 Art 

 Business Studies  

 Child Development 

 Computer Studies 

 Drama 

 Electronic Products 

 Engineering 

 Food Technology 

 French 

 Geography 

 German 

 Graphics 

 

 

 Health and Social Care 

 History 

 Information Technology 

 Media 

 Music 

 Photography 

 Physical Education 

 Resistant Materials 

 Spanish 

 Sport 

 Textiles  

 

 

 

1. The Science department will advise students and parents which Science choice to take  

      in May 2015. 

 

2. Students cannot take very closely related subjects e,g, Art and Photography;  

     Child Development and Health and Social Care; PE and Sport.  

 

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN THIS FORM BY THURSDAY 26
th
 FEBRUARY. 

SPARE COPIES OF THIS FORM ARE AVAILABLE AT THE OPTIONS EVENING 

OR FROM YOUR FORM TUTOR 
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CORE SUBJECTS 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  

 

GCSE English Language 

Examination Board:   GCSE AQA English Language 

 

Overview  

 

This is a core subject and all students follow the Linear AQA course. Studying English 

Language will develop reading, writing and speaking and listening skills that are important 

for doing well in all of your subjects.  Also, a good qualification in English Language will 

allow you to study further qualifications and open up a wider range of career options. 

 

Course Description 

 

The course is designed to ensure students read a wide range of texts.  You will develop 

reading and critical thinking skills in responding to these texts in a variety of ways.  You will 

also have to write analytically and creatively and demonstrate competent spelling, 

punctuation and grammar. 

You will be assessed through two examinations at the end of year 11.  In both examinations 

you will answer questions on extracts of literary and non-fiction texts and produce original 

writing.  

What can you do next with this subject? 

Many courses and jobs specify GCSE Grade C in English as a minimum entry requirement.  

All employers will expect you to have a good level of written and verbal communication. 

If students are thinking of going to university to study any subject, they may be required to 

get at least a grade C in English.  

To study this subject at A level you will need a minimum of a grade B at GCSE. 
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ENGLISH LITERATURE 

 

GCSE English Literature 

Examination Board:   GCSE AQA English Literature 

 

Overview  

 

This is a core subject and all students follow the Linear AQA course. Studying English 

Literature will develop reading skills as well as skills of analysis and evaluation.  These are 

essential skills for doing well in all of your subjects. 

 

Course Description 

 

The course is designed so that students take a skills-based approach to English Literature.  

You will read a wide range of poems, novels and plays throughout the course and develop 

skills of analysis to respond to these texts.  You will learn to write an effective essay to 

express your ideas and you will learn to form original interpretations of literary texts. 

You will be assessed through two examinations at the end of year 11.  In the first 

examination you will answer questions about a Shakespeare play and a novel written in the 

19
th
 century.   In the second examination you will answer questions about a modern play or 

novel and a collection of poems.  You will study these texts in class in preparation for the 

examinations but there will also be questions on a poem you won’t have seen before. 

What can you do next with this subject? 

Many employers look for a good GCSE qualification in English Literature as it demonstrates 

that you have analytical skills and a good level of written and verbal communication. 

To study this subject at A level you will need a minimum of a grade B at GCSE. 

Some other subjects at A level also require a minimum of a grade B in GCSE English 

Literature. 
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MATHEMATICS 

 

Examination Board:  GCSE Edexcel Specification 1MA1 (Linear)  

Students study at either: Foundation level (GCSE Grades 1-5) or  

Higher level (GCSE Grades 4-9)  

 

AIMS OF THE SUBJECT  

 

· to give all students a sense of achievement  

· to make mathematics relevant, functional and enjoyable  

· to encourage the study of mathematics post-16  

· to help students acquire the mathematical skills and knowledge needed for other subject 

  areas and in adult life  

· to help students acquire the habit of self disciplined study  

· to ensure that all students achieve the best possible exam grades  

COURSE DESCRIPTION  

Students will continue to study all six aspects of Mathematics: Number, Algebra, Geometry, 

Measures, Probability and Statistics. In this GCSE they will also learn to apply the functional 

elements of mathematics in everyday and real-life situations. Students will work with 

textbooks from the Edexcel GCSE Series for both Higher and Foundation Tier.  

ASSESSMENT  

Students will be constantly assessed by their teachers through class work and homework.  

There will be regular formal tests to provide further guidance on the level of knowledge 

and understanding gained for both the student and the teacher. An estimated GCSE grade 

will be given after each of these tests.  

GCSE EXAMINATIONS  

There is no coursework element to the Mathematics GCSE course. Students are assessed by 

three written papers (one non-calculator and two calculator), of 1½ hours each. 

Approximately 50% of each paper will assess the functional and problem solving elements 

of the course.  

HOMEWORK  

Students are set around 40-80 minutes of homework each week. Generally this will be a 

continuation of class exercises to consolidate and practise new concepts but it may also 

include review, MyMaths tasks or revision. One piece of homework per fortnight will be an 

assessed piece of work. The department expects homework to be undertaken diligently and 

with determination. Students are expected to seek help with any homework they are 

unable to complete, before the work is due in. If students have been absent from lessons it 

will be necessary for them to make up missed work in their own time.  
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SCIENCE  

 

Examination board:     GCSE OCR 

 

Aims: 

 To have an enjoyable learning experience which will enhance a lifelong enjoyment 

of Science. 

 To study Scientific facts and principles which apply to our every day lives. 

 To develop enquiry skills which can be applied to a variety of situations. 

 To gain qualifications which will fully support further studies in Science and other 

subjects after your GCSEs.  

 

Course Description: 

 

You will study GCSE “Double” or “Triple” Science over three years depending on how you 

do in Science during years 7 & 8. You will study elements of Biology, Chemistry and Physics 

with external exams in the summer of 2018.  

 

You will carry out practical work to develop your Scientific skills and these will be used 

throughout the course and assessed as part of these GCSEs. 

 

As you will be the first students to follow the new Science GCSE courses, further details will 

be provided via the school website as they become available from the exam board. 

 

Teaching Time:  Double Science  - 7 hours per fortnight in Year 9,  

                               then 10 hours in Years 10 and 11 

                              Triple Science    - 7 hours per fortnight in Year 9,  

                               then 12 hours in Years 10 and 11 

 

How can I get the most out of GCSE Science? 

 

 Arrive for lessons on time, equipped and ready to learn. 

 Take an interest in Science around you  - On TV, in newspapers, online as well as in 

your surroundings. 

 Ask lots of questions – Science is all about finding the answers to new questions as 

well as asking the questions that people haven’t thought of yet. 

  

What can you do next with this subject? 

 

 Future Scientists – A Level, Degree, Research 

 Health professionals – Medicine, Veterinary Science, Dentistry, Nursing, 

Physiotherapy, Pharmacy, Optometry, Podiatry, Midwifery…. 

 Related professions – Engineering, Chemical engineering, Food technology, Forensic 

Science, Architecture, Teaching. 

 Science Qualifications also demonstrate transferable skills for a range of professions 

including Law, Accountancy, Farming/Agriculture, Sales, retail and many more. 
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PHILOSOPHY AND CITIZENSHIP 

 

Examination Board:     GCSE AQA              Religious Studies B Specification No: 4055 

Overview 

Aims 

 To provide an opportunity to explore a wide range of fundamental issues one might 

experience in life looking at your own and others responses. 

 To develop knowledge, skills and understanding of religion by exploring the significance, 

impact of beliefs, teachings and practises have on our attitudes and beliefs.  

 To express personal responses and informed insights on questions about identity, belonging 

and values.  

 

Course Description  

This course allows all students to become aware of issues of local, national and global 

concern and placing them within a spiritual and moral context. Students quickly become 

aware and make links between belief and action. This course moreover encourages students 

to become aware of diverse religions and beliefs and these are all part of our human 

experience. It supports students to develop as reflective and responsible citizens in a plural 

society and global community with an emphasis on ethical diversity.  

Assessment 

 

Year 9 

Across both subjects students will cover a wide range of topics. These will vary from, 

human relationships, careers and equality. Students in this year begin to develop the skills 

demanded at GCSE. Students will be assessed across through written tasks and verbal tasks. 

Students will also study a range of PSHE topics alongside this. These include, Alcohol, drug 

awareness and Sex and Relationships.  

 

Year 10 and 11 

Unit 1 Religion and Citizenship (50%)  

Students will cover a variety of Citizenship based topics in this unit. These include 

Relationships, work, Identity and Diversity and Human Rights. They will also look at 

religious viewpoints surrounding these issues. Debate and discussion will form a large part 

of the lessons, with lots of group learning. Students will develop skills on how to 

objectively look at issues and portray different viewpoints. 

 

Unit 2 Religion and Life Issues (50%): This unit encourages students to explore topics from 

animal rights, planet earth, prejudice, war and young people. Students are required to delve 

deep into a philosophical and ethical world, deploying a range of different views, ensuring 

knowledge, understanding and application are all applied throughout the course. Students 

are expected not only to appreciate their own views but those of others too. Students are 

required to ask ‘big’ questions and debate social, moral and cultural issues from our 

everyday lives.   

 

Both units are assessed by 1 hour 30 minute examinations at the end of year 11.  

What can you do next with this subject? 

A GCSE course in Philosophy and Ethics can lead to ‘A’ level Philosophy and Ethics or 

Politics in the 6
th
 Form. This could lead one into a career in teaching, the police force, law, 

the government, journalism and the media for example.  
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION (Core) 

 

All students take two compulsory core physical education lessons over the fortnightly 

timetable. At Key Stage 4 students are asked to select a Pathway in Year 10 and re-select a 

different pathway in Year 11 for the activities they would like to participate in. 

 

AIMS OF THE SUBJECT 

  

 to encourage students to be inspired, moved and changed by following a broad, 

coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study and to develop an awareness 

and appreciation of their own and others’ cultures in relation to physical education 

 to encourage creativity, independent learning and decision-making skills to enable 

students to plan effectively for performances and to respond to changing situations 

 to prepare students to make informed decisions about further learning opportunities 

and career choices 

 to enable students to become increasingly physically competent through being 

actively engaged in a range of physical activities, and to become increasingly 

effective in their performance in different types of physical activity and roles such as 

player/participant, leader and official 

 to enable students to develop their ability to engage independently and successfully 

in different types of physical activity, and to develop and maintain their involvement 

in physical activity as part of a healthy, active lifestyle. 

 

SPORTS LEADERS AWARD – Pathway 5 

 

The Sports Leaders Award can be selected as part of the core PE Programme. This is a 

nationally recognised award which focuses on developing leadership skills by using sport as 

the medium. The course aims to help students improve their self-esteem and develop their 

leadership skills.  

 

There are six units covered by the award: 

1. Organisation skills 

2. Communication skills 

3. Health & Fitness 

4. Fair play in sport 

5. The role of the umpire 

6. Opportunities in sport & Recreation 

 

 

Students can also choose to take GCSE Physical Education or BTEC Sport in the Options. 
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OPTION SUBJECTS 

 

FINE ART 

 

Examination Board:    GCSE AQA        Specification: 42022 

Overview 

 

As part of this GCSE, all students will be expected to record ideas, observations and insights 

relevant to their intentions in visuals or other forms. They will then need to develop and 

refine their own ideas through experimenting with different media, materials, techniques and 

processes, informed by contextual sources. Finally they will need to present a personal, 

informed and meaningful response in the form of a final creative outcome and demonstrate 

an analytical and critical understanding of visual art.  

  

Course Description  

 

An enjoyable and stimulating programme for anyone who likes drawing, painting & 

print-making, using a wide range of materials, including computers. You will work on 

a range of scales but most of your ideas will be explored from first hand studies in the 

form of a work journal/sketchbook. You will work on a given theme and be encouraged to 

interpret it in a personal way, documenting how your own ideas have evolved. 

 

Assessment 

Unit 1 (60%): Personal portfolio developed over two years that incorporates 

work produced under controlled conditions. 

Unit 2 (40%) Externally set assignment in Year 11 under exam conditions. This 

is internally assessed and then externally moderated by the board. 

 

 You need to be interested in and like drawing 

 be prepared to explore and experiment with a wide range of media, techniques, 

painting, printing, construction, modelling, textiles and graphic communication 

 be organised and prepared to use a sketchbook to research, explore and 

develop ideas both in class and at home 

 be interested in finding out about other artists and their work 

 be committed to working hard in an organised and independent way. 

 

What can you do next with this subject? 

A GCSE course in Art can lead to ‘A’ level Art and/or A Level Photography in the 6th 

Form. This could lead toward a career in art, architecture, film-making, animation, 

teaching, conservation/restoration, interior design, photography, model making, 

printmaking, graphic design or product design. 
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BUSINESS STUDIES 

 

Examination Board: GCSE in BUSINESS STUDIES  

(OCR examination board – specification J253)  

 

AIMS OF THE SUBJECT  

To develop the students understanding of the dynamic environment in which businesses 

operate, and appreciate the many and varied factors which impact on business activity and 

business behaviour, including:  

 

 Interests of different stakeholders in business  

 Need for sustainability in business  

 Effect of business activity on the environment  

 Increasing importance of ethics in business decision making  

 Globalisation of business activity  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  

There are three units of study:-  

1. Marketing and Enterprise  

- Market research and data  

- The marketing mix  

- Marketing in the wider business environment  

- Enterprise and the Entrepreneur  

- The business plan  

 

2. Business and People  

- The structure of business activity  

- Ownership, size and scale  

- Employment and retention  

- Organisation and communication  

 

3. Production, Finance and the External Business Environment  

- Using and managing resources to produce goods and services  

- Financial information and decision making  

- External influences on business activity  

 

ASSESSMENT  

This course is assessed largely through external assessment which will occur at the end of the 

course.  

 

What can you do next with this subject? 

A GCSE course in Business can lead to A Level Business or A Level Economics in the sixth 

form.  This could then lead to a wide range of courses at University and opens up many 

career opportunities. 
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BTEC in BUSINESS STUDIES 

 
 Examination Board:  Edexcel (equivalent to 1 GCSE grades A*-C) 

  

AIMS OF THE SUBJECT  

 to develop an interest in the world of business  

 to develop an understanding of the planning involved in setting up a business  

 to develop an understanding of how people both prepare themselves for jobs and 

work within an organisation  

 to develop an understanding of how businesses develop relations with their 

customers  

 to develop the skills to analyse a range of business data and situations  

 to develop financial management skills  

 to be able to distinguish between fact and opinion, to build arguments and make 

informed judgments  

 to be able to apply this knowledge and understanding to current issues and problems  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  

Various units will be studied over the three years, covering a range of topics which include:  

1. Enterprise in the Business World  

- The purpose and ownership of business  

- The business context within which organisations operate  

- Understand how trends and the current business environment impacts on businesses  

- Plan a business idea  

- Present a business model for a start up business  

 

2. Finance for Business  

- Costs, revenues and profits in business organizations  

- Break-even analysis  

- Cash flow forecasts  

 

3. Recruitment, selection and employment  

- Job roles and their functions in business  

- How do people prepare for jobs?  

- How can they develop their careers?  

 

4. Principles of Customer Service  

- How do businesses provide customer service?  

- What skills are needed in customer service situations?  

- How do businesses work to satisfy their customers?  

- How do businesses monitor customer service?  

 

ASSESSMENT  

The course is assessed through a mix of coursework and examination. There is  a 75% 

coursework and 25% exam weighting.  Students must achieve at least a Level 1 pass in the 

Finance examination to achieve a pass overall.  

 

What can you do next with this subject? 

This course will lead you on to Level 3 courses at College or an apprenticeship in a Business 

related area.   
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CHILD DEVELOPMENT 

 

Examination Board:   GCSE  AQA Specification 4582 

 

 GCSE Home Economics Child Development                          

 

AIMS OF THE SUBJECT 

 To develop students’ knowledge and understanding of human needs in a diverse 

society and to work in a variety of contexts. 

 To provide a solid foundation for progression to further Heath and Social Care 

studies. 

This GCSE course consists of three units of assessment, two of which are controlled 

assessment tasks completed in the classroom as coursework. 

There is one written exam which is 90 minutes long sat at the end of year eleven and is for 

40 per cent of the total marks.  It covers knowledge on; 

 

 parenthood,  

 pregnancy,  

 diet, health and care of the child 

 development of the child 

 support for parent and child 

 

The first controlled assessment task is a research task completed in year ten, which should 

reflect 7 hours’ writing up time, based on a topic from the above five areas.  This is for 20 

per cent of the total marks. 

 

The second controlled assessment task is the child study.  This should be a study of a single 

child who is under the age of 5 at the end of the study.  Every student on the course needs 

to establish a link to a child they can study and will need to organise five visits over a 

period of four months and make observations for writing up in lessons.  The focus of the 

tasks and observations is set by the exam board.  The child study is for the remaining 40 per 

cent of the total mark. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

All assessment is through the portfolios of written work and the evidence of practical skills 

shown in the products.  There will also be some assessed activities in lessons such as 

producing a presentation to the group to display the findings of a research task.  Work is 

marked internally and moderated externally.        

 

HOMEWORK 

Homework tasks will be set each week and will be used to support the development of a 

portfolio of evidence for assessment. 
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COMPUTER STUDIES 

 

Examination Board:                GCSE Edexcel 2IT01 

 

Overview  

 

This qualification gives candidates an opportunity to investigate how digital technology 

impacts on the lives of individuals, organisations and society. Students then successfully apply 

a range of tools to produce effective solutions.  It provides a route to further study in Further 

Education, such as A Levels, Level 3 Technicals, Higher Education and career related 

opportunities. 

 

Description 

 

Why choose this? 

The course is designed to take what you know from KS3 and expand that knowledge so that 

you are ready to enter the digital age.  Being able to make informed decisions about what 

technologies to use to meet user requirements is needed more. The skills and knowledge you 

will develop will put you in a good position to expand your options. 

 

How is it Assessed? 

 

Unit 1: Living in a Digital World 

In this unit students explore how digital technology impacts on the lives of individuals, organisations 

and society.  

 

You will learn about current and emerging digital technologies and the issues raised by their use in a 

range of contexts (learning and earning, leisure, shopping and money management, health and 

wellbeing and on the move).  

 

You will develop awareness of the risks that are inherent in using ICT and the features of safe, secure 

and responsible practice.  

Written Paper-1 hour 30 mins. Marks 80-40% 

 

Unit 2: Using Digital Tools 

 

This is a practical unit. Students broaden and enhance their ICT skills and capability. You will work 

with a range of digital tools and techniques to produce effective ICT solutions in a range of contexts 

including: 

Research and information gathering; Using and Creating single and relational databases; Modelling 

data using formulae, functions and variables to explore ideas and ask questions; Digital Publishing 

that include different types of content using accepted layout and conventions. 

You will learn to reflect critically on your own and others’ use of ICT and to adopt safe, 

secure and responsible practice.  

 

Controlled Assignment Maximum 40 hours. Marks 80-60% 60% 

 

WHERE WILL THIS QUALIFICATION TAKE ME? 

An A Level in ICT and then onto University. The course is also an excellent preparation if 

you want to study in areas that rely on the skills you’ll develop, especially where they’re 

applied to technical problems. These areas include accounting, business administration 

banking and ICT systems development. 
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DRAMA  

 

Examination Board:  GCSE Edexcel 

 

Aims of further study of Drama 

  

- Develop confidence, team work and independence 

- To refine ability to study and analyse literature in a creative manner 

- To hone skills such as thinking out of the box 

- Develop artistic skills through practical exploration and realisation 

- Engage with themes and issues extending to wider worlds and cultures 

 

Course structure: What will we do over the three years? 

 

Year 1  

- we will be building a foundation of skills, doing mock examinations so you feel 100%   

  confident in the needs of the criteria. You will also study practitioners of Drama and how  

  to use their methods to explore and analyse plays and performance. 

 

Year 2  

- will see you complete two thirds of the course assessment, typically through practical 

  creating work-shops.  

 

Year 3  

-  will focus on the final examination unit. 

 

Homework will be set once a week and will consist of either written or practical rehearsal 

task. 

 

What can you do next with this subject? 

 

Students of Drama develop creative skills, as well as knowledge and understanding of the 

Arts thus preparing them to study subjects such as: Performance Studies, Drama & Theatre 

Studies, Performing Arts, Media Studies, English Language and Literature, Philosophy, 

Sociology and Psychology, Dance, Music and Art. Additionally, students develop generic 

skills that feed into all courses: speaking and listening, research and investigation, analysis 

and evaluation, public speaking and presentation, social skills, confidence, as well as 

literacy. 

  

The study of GCSE Drama paves the way to a wide range of career possibilities, including 

those involving public speaking and presenting, leadership and management, group co-

operation and interaction, performing and communicating, teaching and learning, problem 

solving and investigation, and analysis and evaluation. 
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ELECTRONIC PRODUCTS 

 

Examination Board:  GCSE AQA  

 

AIMS OF THE SUBJECT 

 

 to learn about electronic principles, components, materials, techniques, tools and 

equipment. 

 to understand how and why the design process works. 

 to develop skills which will enable you to design and make creative quality products. 

 to learn about manufacturing processes and techniques including CAD/CAM 

 to investigate and test existing products and understand how products are manufactured 

commercially. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

The course is designed to give students experience in the following areas: 

 

 an understanding of various electronic concepts which are taught through numerous 

practical tasks and experiments 

 mini projects which give students experience of the designing and manufacturing 

processes required to complete the course. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

Students will be assessed in two ways: 

 

 written examination                  40% of the final mark 

 controlled assessment project   60% of the final mark 

 

The written examination will be taken at the end of Year 11 and will feature questions of a 

general nature about electronics, a question on Product Analysis and one on a design brief.   

 

The controlled assessment project will consist of a made electronic product and a folder of 

supporting work. 

 

HOMEWORK 

This will be set on a weekly basis and will be aimed at reinforcing the knowledge learnt in 

class as well as giving the opportunity to ensure that the individual develops her/his 

controlled assessment project to the depth required. 

 

 

WHERE WILL THIS QUALIFICATION TAKE ME? 

Students who follow GCSE Electronic Products can continue their academic development 

through to A-level with Design and Technology – Product Design, which has a similar 

format of written exam and coursework project, and allows a range of media (including 

electronic systems) for project outcomes. Students could also move into work based 

training, such as Advanced Apprenticeships in Engineering. 
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ENGINEERING 

Examination Board:   GCSE AQA Specification 4852 

 

AIMS OF THE SUBJECT 

 

 to learn about engineering principles, components, materials, techniques, tools and 

equipment. 

 to understand and apply scientific and mathematical principles to engineering solutions. 

 to develop skills which will enable you to design and make functioning mechanical 

products. 

 to learn about manufacturing processes and techniques including CAD/CAM 

 to investigate existing products in case studies and understand how products are 

manufactured commercially. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

The course is designed to give students experience in the following areas: 

 

 an understanding of various engineering processes which are taught through numerous 

practical tasks and experiments 

 a project which give students experience of the designing and manufacturing processes 

required to complete the course. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

Students will be assessed in two ways: 

 

 written examination                      40% of the final mark 

 controlled assessment project    60% of the final mark 

 

The written examination will be taken at the end of Year 11 and will feature questions of a 

specific nature about a product that you have prepared a case study on, and a second 

section with questions about manufacturing and materials. 

The paper lasts 1 hour. 

 

The controlled assessment project will consist of a made engineered product of a 

mechanical theme and a folder of supporting work. 

 

HOMEWORK 

 

This will be set on a weekly basis and will be aimed at reinforcing the knowledge learnt in 

class as well as giving the opportunity to ensure that the individual develops her/his 

controlled assessment project to the depth required. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18 



    

 

FOOD TECHNOLOGY 

Examination Board:   GCSE AQA Specification 4545 

 

AIMS OF THE SUBJECT 

 to learn about foods, ingredients, processes, techniques, and dietary needs. 

 to have the opportunity to design and make quality food products. 

 to experiment, investigate and test food products. 

 to understand how a product is developed in a test kitchen 

 to have an insight into how food products are made in industry. 

 to develop skills which enable you to make food products. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

This course enables students to develop their application of knowledge, skills and 

understanding of food technology followed within an overall design and make based 

approach. 

 

Examples of areas covered are: 

 

 product development 

 equipment 

 product evaluation 

 product manufacture 

 health and safety. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

Students will be assessed in two ways:  

 

 written examination             40% of the final mark 

 controlled assessment project     60% of the final mark 

 

The assessment includes both practical capability and knowledge and understanding.   

 

The coursework will consist of ONE project where the candidate will be expected to design 

and make a quality food technology product.  This will be started in Year 10 and finished in 

Year 11. 

 

The knowledge and understanding element will be examined at the end of Year 11 in the 

form of a 2 hour externally set paper. 

 

HOMEWORK 

 

This will be set on a weekly basis and will vary in its demands from reading and learning to 

designing and evaluating.  Whereas the making element of the coursework can be carried 

out mainly at college using the specialist facilities, other activities will need to be completed 

at home to give maximum practical time during lessons. 

 

 

 

 

 

19 



    

 

GEOGRAPHY 

 

Examination Board:   GCSE AQA 

 

Overview  

 

 to develop a sense of place and an appreciation of the environment 

 to understand the significance and efforts of people’s values and attitudes 

 to develop communication skills, graphical and cartographical skills, interpersonal skills, 

problem solving skills and entrepreneurial skills 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

The GCSE course builds upon Key Stage 3 Geography by dealing with a range of issues 

which affect people, places and the environment. Topics are dealt with at a variety of scales 

including local, national and global. 

 

Geography is also a very practical subject and gives students skills they are likely to find 

useful in the future. This is especially true in fieldwork, which is an integral part of the 

course. All students will have the opportunity to attend a residential fieldtrip to collect data 

for their Controlled Assessment. 

 

In choosing Geography, students will have the opportunity to equip themselves with ideas, 

knowledge and skills which will be of importance in our rapidly changing world.  

 

A mix of human and physical topics will be taught, including: Tectonics, Ecosystems, Rivers, 

Resources, Urban Environments and Population Change.  

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

Students will be assessed throughout the course via written work, completed both at home 

and in school. Formal tests based on previous examination questions will take place at 

regular intervals during the course in order to monitor progress. These are filed in individual 

portfolios and discussed frequently with students. 

 

The final examination will consist of written papers assessing knowledge of the human and 

physical topics, along with core geographical and fieldwork skills. 

 

HOMEWORK:  This will be set regularly in accordance with the college’s homework policy 

and may involve written tasks, research, reading or presenting/analysing data 

 

What can you do next with this subject? 

 

Aside from going on to study Geography at A-level, a GCSE in Geography will prepare 

students for a wide variety of education and employment options. The knowledge and 

skills gained will be of use in many Science or Humanities A-levels. Students will also be 

prepared for employment in any field that requires analysis and interpretation of evidence. 

 

A grade ‘B’ or above in GCSE Geography is required to study Geography at AS Level at 

Southam College (by discussion with Head of Geography for ‘C’ grade students). 
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY – GRAPHIC PRODUCTS 

 

Examination Board:   GCSE AQA 

 

AIMS OF THE SUBJECT 

 

 to understand how and why the design process works. 

 to have the opportunity to be creative and understand how designers get inspiration for 

ideas 

 to develop many skills and graphic techniques which enable you to present and make 

quality products  

 to have an insight into the use of colour, shape and layout of a design. 

 to experiment, investigate and test graphic products. 

 to understand how a range of products are manufactured commercially, including the 

use of CAD/CAM techniques 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Students should choose this course if they have a genuine interest in graphic design and 

drawing techniques.  The course combines the diverse areas of artistic flair, precision 

drawing and the creation of a 3D artefact in graphic materials. 

 

There are TWO elements to the course: 

 

Controlled assessment project          40% of the final mark 

Knowledge and understanding    60% of the final mark 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

For the controlled assessment component students will be expected to produce one quality 

product.  This will be supported by a design folder.  The project will be started in Year 10 

and completed in Year 11. 

 

Knowledge and understanding will be examined at the end of Year 11 in the form of an 

externally set paper.  The nature of the papers is such that both speed and accuracy will be 

required as well as a good knowledge of the syllabus content covered. 

 

HOMEWORK 

 

This will be set on a weekly basis and will vary in its demands from reading and learning to 

designing and evaluating.  Further examples of the concepts taught in class will be set to 

reinforce knowledge and understanding.  Ample time will also be allocated to ensure that 

the individual develops her/his controlled assessment project to the depth required. 

 

WHERE WILL THIS QUALIFICATION TAKE ME? 

 

Students who follow GCSE Product Design in Graphic Products can continue their academic 

development through to A level with Design and Technology – Product Design (3D 

Design), which has a similar format of written exams and project outcomes, or Art and 

Design – Graphic Products, which is wholly coursework based.  
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 

 

Examination Board:   GCSE AQA Specification 4820 

 

Overview 
 

Aims 

 to understand aspects of personal development and the health, social care and early 

years sectors 

 to understand aspects that affect the nature and quality of human life  

 to know the range of Health, Social Care and early years provision that is available to 

clients 

 the main work roles and skills of people who provide health, social care and early years 

care and education services 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

This is a course that is quite different to any other subject you have studied so far. Students 

will cover a range of topics related to the Health and Social Care sector, including: the 

stages and pattern of human growth and development, the different factors that can affect 

human growth and development, major life changes and how people deal with them, the 

range of care needs of major client groups, the types of service that exist to meet client 

group needs and how they are developed and organised, the ways people can obtain care 

services, the barriers that can prevent people from gaining access to services and the 

principles of care that underpin all care work with clients.  

 

ASSESSMENT 
 

The majority of the formal assessment is done through a Controlled Assessment, worth 

60% of the GCSE. A 1¼ hour examination made up of mostly short with some longer 

answer questions, makes up the final 40% of the GCSE.  

 

HOMEWORK 
 

This will be set regularly in accordance with the college’s homework policy and may 

involve written tasks, research, reading or presenting/analysing information. 

 

WHAT CAN YOU DO NEXT WITH THIS SUBJECT? 
 

Aside from going on to study Health and Social Care at A-level or enter the Health and 

Social Care sector, a GCSE in Health and Social Care will prepare students for a variety of 

education and employment options. If you wish to enter into any one of the following 

careers a background in Health and Social Care would be advantageous; Midwifery, 

Nursing, Paramedics, Counselling, Social Work, Occupational Therapy and Physiotherapy. 
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HISTORY 
 

Examination Board:     WJEC: Specification B 

 

AIMS OF THE SUBJECT: 

 

 to encourage an interest, curiosity and enjoyment of a wide range of history, including British 

and inter-national topics. 

 to develop a range of cross-curricular skills that will benefit work in other subject areas (for 

example: communication, analysis, debate and developing reasoned judgements / arguments). 

 to develop understanding of a series of history  based skills (for example: source analysis, 

change and continuity, interpretation). 

 to develop a wider subject knowledge in support of specific history topics (for example: 

political concepts including democracy and dictatorship). 

 to develop the ability to develop independent opinions and viewpoints. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

Year 9 – a foundation year 

 

The topics covered in Year 9 will support and compliment the examined units taught in Year 10 and 11.  The 

assessment structure will mirror that of the GCSE units so that students will gain valuable advice and 

opportunities for development prior to starting the officially examined course in Year 10.   

 

Term 1 – World War One.  Topics will cover the causes and lead up to the Great War, life on the Home 

Front, and key events during the war. 

 

Term 2 – World War Two.  Students will gain an understanding of the ‘inter-war’ years and the causes of 

WW2, life during the war (both and home and on the Front Line), and the years following the Second World 

War. 

 

Term 3 – The Holocaust.  Students will explore a variety of issues surrounding the Holocaust as a significant 

event in 20
th
 century history.  A range of approaches will be used to develop an awareness and understanding 

of individual stories as well as the wider experiences of people involved. 

 

Year 10 and 11 – GCSE course 

 

Students will cover a range of topics in a mix of depth or breadth studies.  These topics will either 

focus on a narrow time frame, but in more detail, or give a broader overview of a longer period to 

see patterns of change or continuity over time.  As such, the topics will cover a range of time 

periods, possibly spanning from early medieval history to the 20
th
 century. 

 

The GCSE course is examined entirely in the summer of Year 11 – all topics are exam units, there is 

no element of coursework / controlled assessment.  The exams will include a variety of question 

styles that will assess a range of historical skills (including interpretation - how historical opinions 

about key events have changed over time – and source analysis) and more general literacy and 

communication skills (including extended writing).  Students will build on the preparatory work 

completed in Year 9 across the GCSE course, with regular in class assessments top develop students’ 

confidence in how the approach different styles of history exam questions. 

 

HOMEWORK 

Students will be set regular revision and exam style homework questions across all three years to 

help support their knowledge and understanding of the content of the course and the source 

analysis skills required for the exams. The exam style questions will be supported with success criteria 

based on the exam board mark schemes to help build the students’ awareness of history skills and 

exam techniques. 

 

WHERE WILL THIS QUALIFICATION TAKE ME? 

The wider skills that students develop in GCSE History mean that it is a highly respected subject that 

can lead to wide choice of further education or career options, including roles in media, publishing, 

education or politics.  
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INFORMATION & COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY   

  

Examination Board:      OCR Cambridge National Certificate  

 

OVERVIEW 

The qualification will enable students to develop their knowledge and understanding of 

the ICT sector. In this course they will develop their skills and understanding in contexts 

that are directly related to real life situations.  And finally this will enable students to 

develop their understanding in specialist areas and to demonstrate their skills within an 

ICT business or ICT non-specific business organization 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION   

 

Students will complete six units with three optional and three mandatory units. The final 

grade is determined by the mandatory units and the two best option units. 

 

Unit 1 Mandatory Understanding computer systems 

Students will develop their knowledge and understanding of the systems they use both at 

home and at school, and will explore how the technologies are used by business 

organisations.  

Unit 2 Mandatory Using ICT to create business solutions 

This unit will enable students to develop ICT skills that will equip them to operate 

effectively in a business environment. They will use  and select ‘office’ applications 

software to edit and format/create content to meet specified business purposes. 

Unit 3 (Started in Y9) Creating dynamic products using sound and vision 

Use 21st century technology such as gaming technologies, mobile phone apps, media 

marketing technologies and web-based technologies make great use of dynamic specialist 

technologies to differentiate their products for the end user. This will include dynamic 

products such as music recordings and/or mixes; video/media news clips and animation for 

web pages. 

 

And two Optional Units from:  

Handling data using spreadsheets      Handling data using databases 

Introduction to computer programming     Creating digital images 

Exploring computer hardware and networks 

Creating an interactive product using multimedia components 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

Unit 1 - Written Paper 1 hr-60 marks; and other five units - Controlled Assignment 

completed in class -60 marks each 

 

HOMEWORK 

 

In order to achieve the award, students will be set work to be completed outside of the 

classroom. The deadlines for the extra work will need to be met and failure to do so will 

be followed up with an afterschool detention as appropriate. 

 

WHERE WILL THIS QUALIFICATION TAKE ME? 

It will support progression to further qualifications in ICT, Computing, Business and 

Communication Systems, Manufacturing, Art and Design, Media Studies and Design And 

Technology. 
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LANGUAGES 

 

The following languages are offered at GCSE: 

FRENCH   AQA Specification 4655 

GERMAN        AQA Specification 4665 

SPANISH   AQA Specification 4695 

 

Examination Board:  GCSE AQA    

 

AIMS OF THE SUBJECT 

 to develop the four language skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing in a variety 

of contexts 

 to enjoy learning a foreign language, finding out more about life in countries that speak 

that language 

 to form a sound base of the skills, language and attitudes required for further study, 

work and leisure 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The course builds on Key Stage 3 skills and understanding of the language. The topics and 

contexts relate to the student’s own lifestyle and that of others at home and in the foreign 

country. 

 

These contexts include: 

 

Lifestyle - Health 

Relationships and Choices 

Leisure - Free Time and the Media 

Holidays 

Home & Environment - Home and Local Area 

Environment 

Work and Education - School/College and Future Plans 

Current and Future Jobs 

  
 

Assessment - All 4 skills are tested 

 - Listening - 20% End of Course Examination 

 - Reading - 20% End of Course Examination 

 - Speaking - 30% Controlled Assessment 

 - Writing - 30% Controlled Assessment 

 

In Listening and Reading there are two tiers of assessment: Foundation or Higher. 

In Speaking and Writing, students will complete two tasks during the course. 

 

HOMEWORK 

Regular homework tasks will be set to build up knowledge and skills over the two year 

course. In particular, learning homework is essential to make progress in a foreign language. 

 

WHERE WILL THIS QUALIFICATION TAKE ME? 

B, A or A* GCSE grade needed at Higher Tier GCSE for further study of the language to 

AS/A2 level. GCSE needed for further study to AS/A2 level as well as sound base for work 

and leisure. 
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MEDIA STUDIES 

Examination Board:            GCSE AQA  

COURSE DESCRIPTION  

Unit 1: Investigating the Media  

The aim of this unit is to enable candidates to develop their critical understanding of the role 

of mass media in society. This unit is worth 40% of the GCSE. This unit is externally assessed. 

The external assessment will take a case study approach and build upon media knowledge 

and skills developed and demonstrated in Unit 2. Each year the case study will be based on a 

specific media topic, for example: Gaming, Science Fiction Films or Television News.  

Unit 2: Understanding the Media   

The aim of Unit 2 is for candidates to develop an understanding of how and why media 

texts are produced as they are. Students complete three controlled assessment tasks. Unit 2 is 

worth 60% of the GCSE.  

 

Controlled Assessment Task Example Task 

Assignment 1 -Introduction 

to the Media  

 

Design an advert for a fragrance which is aimed at a 

specific target audience. 

Assignment 2 -Cross-Media 

Study  

 

Creating promotional materials for a film. For example; 

creating the promotional poster and devising a 

storyboard of a trailer to be shown in cinemas.  

Assignment 3 - Practical 

Production and Evaluation  

 

Research, plan and produce a music video for a song of 

your choice which incorporates all of the code and 

conventions of the music genre.  

 

WHERE WILL THIS QUALIFICATION TAKE ME?  

Media Studies develops a range of creative and analytical skills which lay a strong foundation 

for the study of a variety of creative subjects.  In addition, the critical thinking skills 

developed through the course prepare students well to consider a vast range of societal 

issues and write academically about them. 

An exciting range of careers are available in the media sector and Media Studies at GCSE can 

help introduce students to the opportunities that are available to them. 

This course can be continued at A-Level through the study of Media Studies. A minimum 

requirement of grade B at GCSE is required for entry into the subject.  
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MUSIC 

 

Examination Board:   GCSE OCR J535 

 

Aims 

 To develop students’ own musical interests and skills, including an understanding of 

how to make music individually and in groups. 

 To develop understanding and appreciation of a range of different kinds of music. 

 To develop broader life-skills such as critical and creative thinking, emotional 

awareness, cultural understanding, self-discipline and self-confidence. 

 

Course Description  

Through a varied and enjoyable course, students develop their skills in performing on an 

instrument, voice or with the use of ICT, in composing and in listening and appraising.  

In year 9, students will develop their skills through film music and protest song projects 

before beginning the GCSE course itself in year 10. 

 

Students will then develop knowledge, skills and understanding across four areas of study:  

 

Area of Study 1    My Music focuses on the students’ own instrument, voice or ICT. 

 

Area of Study 2 Shared Music focuses on the way in which musicians work together 

across a range of Western Music and World Music ensembles. 

 

Area of Study 3  Dance Music focuses on the way music and dance steps are related, 

across a range of dance styles from Tango to Club Dance 

 

Area of Study 4  Descriptive Music focuses on the way in which music can suggest and 

describe emotions and events. 

 

Assessment 

 Students knowledge, skills and understanding are assessed in four units: 

 

Integrated Tasks: A performance, a composition and a commentary all relating to the 

student’s own instrument. (Course work) 

 

Practical portfolio:  A group performance, a composition with log and evaluation.  

(Course work) 

 

Creative Task: Students have 45 minutes to create a piece of music from a given 

stimulus. (Practical exam) 

 

Listening Paper:   Students are examined on their knowledge and understanding of 

the content of Areas of Study 2, 3 and 4 during a 90 minute exam 

paper. (Written / listening exam) 

 

What can you do next with this subject? 

A GCSE course in Music can lead to ‘A’ level Music or Level 3 Btec Music in the 6th 

Form. This could lead towards a career as a performer, composer, producer, sound engineer, 

music technician, music journalist, music therapist or teacher. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY  

 

Examination Board:  GCSE AQA        Specification: 42062 

Overview  

                                                                                                 

As part of this GCSE, all students will be expected to record ideas, observations and insights 

relevant to their intentions in visuals or other forms. They will then need to develop and 

refine their own ideas through experimenting with different media - for example, digital 

photography, darkroom photography and ICT - techniques and processes, informed by 

contextual sources. Finally they will need to present a personal, informed and meaningful 

response in the form of a final creative outcome and demonstrate an analytical and critical 

understanding of visual art.  

  

Course Description  

 

This course is an enjoyable and stimulating programme for anyone who likes photography. 

Most of your ideas will be explored from first hand studies in the form of a work 

journal/sketchbook. You will work on a given theme and be encouraged to interpret it in a 

personal way, documenting how your own ideas have evolved. Final outcomes may be 

produced in a variety of forms for example digital prints, darkroom prints and moving 

image.  

 

Assessment 

Unit 1 (60%): Personal portfolio developed over two years that incorporates work 

produced under controlled conditions. 

Unit 2 (40%) Externally set assignment in Year 11 under exam conditions. This is internally 

assessed and then externally moderated by the board. 

 

 You need to be interested in taking photographs 

 Be prepared to explore and experiment with a wide range of media within the discipline of 

photography 

 Be organised and prepared to use a sketchbook to research, explore and develop ideas both 

in class and at home 

 Be interested in finding out about other artists and photographers and their work 

 Be committed to working hard in an organised and independent way. 

What can you do next with this subject? 

 

A GCSE course in Photography can lead to ‘A’ level Photography in the 6
th
 Form. This could 

lead towards a career in photography for publications such as advertising, corporate, 

editorial, photojournalism, and catalogue. Consumer photography such as weddings, 

portraits and events. Service Photography such as real-estate, forensic, med/scientific, fine 

art and stock photography. Careers in photography where you won’t need a camera are 

picture researching, photography writer/blogger, photo editor and curator. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 

Please note students may select Physical Education as an Option in addition to Core PE. 

 

GCSE PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

This is an exciting new syllabus still under design and consultation with the exam board. So 

although not set in stone we’re confident there will be a strong sports science theme with 

practical sports assessment. 

 

AIMS OF THE SUBJECT 

 

 to enable students to become increasingly physically competent and increasingly 

effective in their performance in different types of physical activity and sport 

 to apply science and PE concepts to sport to improve performance, health and fitness 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

Unit 1 – The Theory of Physical Education - 70%, (written examination) 

 

Learning includes; 

 how performance in physical activity is linked to health and skill-related fitness 

 how exercise improve health, fitness and performance. How to plan and execute a 

detailed training programme 

 the importance of diet, work and rest in relation to physical activity and a healthy 

lifestyle. 

 about the impact of physical activity and exercise on the cardiovascular, respiratory, 

muscular and skeletal systems (over the short and long term), and also how lifestyle 

choices (such as exercise, diet, rest and drugs) affect those systems, fitness levels and 

the mind and body in general 

 how a lifestyle that contributes positively to physical, mental and social well-being, 

and which includes regular exercise and physical activity in conjunction, is what 

makes a healthy, active lifestyle. 

 

Unit 2 – Performance in Physical Education - 30% (practical performance and verbal 

interview) 

 students must offer two performances and critically evaluate a performance in their 

favourite sport in an AoP. 

 

Other 

 

 Students will also need to devote time outside their allotted lessons to practise their 

chosen sporting activities from the vast array of extracurricular sporting sessions. 
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY – RESISTANT MATERIALS 

 

Examination Board:   GCSE AQA 

 

AIMS OF THE SUBJECT 

 

 to learn about materials, techniques, tools and equipment  

 to understand how and why the design process works. 

 to develop skills which will enable you to design and make creative quality products. 

 to learn about manufacturing processes and techniques including CAD/CAM 

 to investigate and test existing products and understand how products are manufactured 

commercially. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

This course will allow students to learn about a range of materials, manufacturing processes, 

techniques and technologies and to be able to use them as appropriate to the design and 

make process. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

Students will be assessed in two ways: 

 

 written paper                 40% of the final mark 

 controlled assessment project  60% of the final mark 

 

The written examination will be taken at the end of Year 11 and will test the student’s 

understanding of the design process and other related knowledge. This will be an externally 

set paper. 

 

The controlled assessment project will consist of a 3-D product made in suitable materials 

and a design folder.  It will be started in Year 10 and completed in Year 11. 

 

HOMEWORK 

 

This will be set on a weekly basis and will vary in its demands from reading and learning to 

designing and evaluating.  Consolidation and research work will also be set to reinforce 

understanding.  Time will also be allocated to ensure that the individual develops her/his 

controlled assessment project to the depth required. 

 

WHERE WILL THIS QUALIFICATION TAKE ME? 

 

Students who follow GCSE Product Design in Resistant Materials can continue their academic 

development through to A-Level with Design and Technology – Product Design (3D Design), 

which has a similar format of written examination and coursework project. 
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SPORT 

 

BTEC LEVEL 1/2 FIRST AWARD BTEC SPORT 

 

Examination Board:  Edexcel 

 

AIM AND DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 

The Edexcel BTEC Level 1/2 First Award in Sport has been designed to build on and develop 

learning at Key Stage 3, and is equivalent to one GCSE at Grade A*-C. Students will gain 

knowledge and understanding of the course specification both in the class room and 

practically 

 

BTEC Sport is suitable for a wide range of students; the subject recognises and encourages 

achievement in all students. BTEC Sport will enhance skills you already have and encourage 

you to think about relating your learning to real-life situations. 

 

If you have a keen interest in sport and always look forward to your PE lessons; Take part 

in physical activity outside of school or you are considering a sports related career or further 

studies in sport beyond Southam College the BTEC Sport will be appropriate for you. 

 

Throughout the course students will be required to complete four units: 

 

The Core Mandatory Units are as follows: 
 

Unit 1 - Health and Fitness for Sport and Exercise (Externally Assessed)  

Unit 2 - Practical Sports Performance (Internally Assessed)  

 

The two specialist units are : 
 

Unit 5 - Training for Personal Fitness (Internally Assessed)  

Unit 6 - Leading Sports Activities (Internally Assessed)  

 

 It is essential that students considering the course have an active interest in P.E/Sport and 

it would be highly beneficial for students to have some sporting or active experience. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

Learners must complete both Core Units plus two further Units. Unit 1 is externally 

examined by EDEXCEL and all other Units will be assessed and marked internally. 

Each unit is divided into a series of assignment topics the assignments will be based on 

activities such as:-  

 group work  

 class presentations  

 writing reports  

 practical performance with video evidence 

 planning and leading events 

 

HOMEWORK  

This will be set regularly, and will be a vital tool to help students maximise their 

understanding of the topics covered. The importance of homework cannot be 

underestimated and it is a key part of successful study.  Students will be given the 

opportunity to research for assignments; prepare for class presentations; write up reports in 

either their draft or final form. 
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY – TEXTILES 

 

Examination Board:   GCSE AQA 

 

AIMS OF THE SUBJECT 

 

 to learn about fibres, fabrics and components 

 to have the opportunity to be creative and understand how designers get inspiration for 

ideas 

 to understand the issues that influence textiles design and marketing 

 to investigate methods to colour, decorate and stitch textile products 

 to increase the knowledge of how textiles products are manufactured 

 to know about the use of computers in designing and making 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

Students should choose this course if they have a genuine interest in design, fabrics, fashion 

and the textiles industry.  Students need to use graphic skill and have to make a high quality 

textiles item or fashion garment. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

There are TWO elements to the course: 

 

 controlled assessment project   40% of the final mark 

 written paper                            60% of the final mark. 

 

For the controlled assessment project, students will be expected to design and make a 

quality textiles product.  The project will be started in Year 10 and be completed in Year 11. 

 

The knowledge and understanding element will be examined at the end of Year 11 by an 

externally set paper.  The nature of the papers is such that an in-depth knowledge and 

understanding of the syllabus is required in order to gain high marks. 

 

HOMEWORK 

 

This will be set on a weekly basis and will vary in its demands from reading and learning to 

designing and evaluating.  Whereas the making element of the coursework can be carried 

out mainly at college using the specialist facilities, other activities will need to be done at 

home to give maximum practical time during lessons. 

 

 

 

WHERE WILL THIS QUALIFICATION TAKE ME? 

Students who follow GCSE Textiles can continue their academic development through to A-

Level with Design and Technology – Product Design, Textiles, which has a similar format of 

written exams and project coursework, or Art and Design – Textiles Products, which is 

wholly coursework based.  
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NOTES 


