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Southam College Year 7's 
are Warwickshire County 

Athletics Champions!



A very busy 4 week half term

This has been a short and 
intense 4 week half term.  
Year 11 and 13 students 
started apprehensively but 
have quickly got into the stride 
of the examination season. I 
know they are working 
incredibly hard and with 3 
weeks still to go (excluding 
half term) there is still time to 
make a difference and achieve 
some amazing results! 

My message to students and 
carers/parents (I am aware 
that it feels like the whole 
family are sitting 
examinations) is that the early 
mornings and long nights will 
pay off, so stick with it 
because there is a beautiful 
summer to look forward to 
after the examinations are 
over. 

At a time when there is an 
increasing focus on mental 
health and wellbeing I also 
want to acknowledge the 
brilliant work our staff are 
doing to ensure that students 
feel cared for and supported 
during this concentrated 
episode in their educational 
careers. 

Our ethos is we believe in our 
students and will support and 
challenge them to fulfil their 
potential, but most of all we 
care passionately about their 

wellbeing and want them to be 
happy and settled. 

The term has also seen 
ongoing commitment to 
extracurricular opportunities 
with the students once again 
participating in Duke of 
Edinburgh expeditions, House 
Competitions and having a 
wide range of external 
speakers come into school. 

Finally, I must also take this 
opportunity to thank the PTSA 
for their amazing commitment 
to the school. In the academic 
year 2018/19 they have raised 
over £18k for the school. 
Please support them if you 
can (see PTSA article on page 
8 ) in any way because they 
are simply amazing. 

Have a good, enjoyable, safe 
and restful half term! 

Mr Samra, Headteacher

2

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Practice Expedition



 

In our Year 13 Biology 
lesson we had the pleasure 
of getting involved with a 
PCR (Polymerase Chain 
Reaction) and 
electrophoresis experiment.  
Kevin and Helen, from The 
University of Warwick, brought 
in samples of DNA and all the 
equipment needed to perform 
these practicals. PCR is the 
process of amplifying a short 
strand of a DNA sequence to 
make thousands of copies of it, 
this can then be used in the 
detection of cancer mutations 
and in forensic science. 
Electrophoresis involves an 
electrical current being 
transferred through an agarose 
gel plate, which allows DNA 

fragments to be separated. 
These DNA fragments can then 
be analysed to investigate DNA 
found in crime scenes and to 
trace family history. We were 
able to do both of these 
experiments, by using 
micropipettes, a UV light 
machine, DNA primers and 
buffer solutions. Overall it was 
a great experience and it was 
fantastic to consolidate the 
theory we have been learning 
in our Biology lesson, using 
these experiments.  

We would like to say a huge 
thank you to Kevin and Helen!  

Verity Spencer 
Head Girl
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Year 13 Biology



 

 

My role within the school is to support all students to make informed career choices 
by providing independent, impartial careers advice. 
My main priority is to develop sustainable business links with employers, so that we can work 
together to support and raise the aspirations of our students. Southam College would like the 
students to be more aware of the labour market and what career opportunities exist.  
Currently there is a mismatch between the careers young people want to pursue and the 
opportunities available.  We believe at Southam College that the choices made at school 
should be based on a clear view of the current labour market and how opportunities may 
change in the future. 

Here are the different ways your company can support 
the Southam College careers program: 
• Attend schools career fair 
• Deliver presentations on your company's specialist area 
• Attend mock interviews 
• Provide work experience placements 
• Provide mentoring 
• Support Employability Skills sessions 
• Attend termly breakfast meetings with other employers 

Here are the different ways Southam College is willing to 
support your company: 
• Promote your full and part time vacancies 
• Promote apprenticeships/traineeships 
• Promote volunteering placements 
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Local Employers required to support 
Southam College Career Services

Andy Hughes 
Southam College Careers Adviser
You can contact me on 01926 812560  or 
email me at hughes.A1@welearn365.com

Year 10 Work Experience placements required
Could your employer support at least one Year 10 student by offering them a one week work 
experience placement during the summer holidays (22nd July - 30th August). This opportunity 
will enable the student to learn and develop key work and employability skills such as 
interpersonal and communication skills, the ability to work independently, using initiative and 
team work which will enhance their transition into further education and employment and will 
hopefully stand them apart from other candidates when competing for College, University, 
Apprenticeship and Employment vacancies.

Here to support students with:

mailto:hughes.A1@welearn365.com
mailto:hughes.A1@welearn365.com


 

 

Well done to the 80 
students in Year 9 
for successfully 

complet ing their 
Bronze D of E Practice.  
The 14 teams in groups 
sized between 4 and 7 
members walked for 2 days 
and camped one night in 
the local Warwickshire and 
Oxfordshire countryside. 

 Each day the team walked 
a r o u n d 1 0 m i l e s , 
navigating themselves and 
being self-sufficient by 
carrying all kit, tents and 
food in their rucksacks.  
Some incredible resilience 
w a s s h o w n , a n d t h e 
students were a credit to 
t h e s c h o o l a n d 
themselves.   

Thank you to Mrs Farrall, 
Mrs Stevens and Mr Shaw 
f o r t h e i r h e l p a t t h e 
weekend.   

Looking forward to the 
Qualifying expedition on 
22nd and 23rd June! 

Mr Bradbury 

Year 11 Final Exams 
After five years of hard work and memorable experiences at Southam College, final exams have 
begun for our Year 11 students this half term. Already we have seen stunning efforts in Art and 
Photography exams, and impressive performances in Modern Foreign Languages speaking 
exams. Our students have worked incredibly hard to prepare for all of their exams and we're so 
proud of them. 

With exams in place, there are some procedures to advise parents of. For the entire exam period 
until Friday 14th June, students must remain in school following the normal hours of the college. 
There will not be a period of study leave following half term. Students are encouraged to bring 
their own revision resources into school to use during revision lessons which will increasingly 
occur as subjects are completed. 

We'd also like to offer our thanks to Year 11 parents for all their support and efforts. We know this 
is a stressful time for many students and their families, so please get in touch if you have any 
worries or concerns.  

Good luck Year 11 - you're doing brilliantly and we believe in you!

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Practice Expedition



 
 

On World Book Day 2019 the students from Southam 
College voted for their favourite author. The overall 
winner, with 17% of the votes was David Walliams, 
closely followed by JK Rowling with 16% and in 3rd 
place was Michael Morpurgo with 9%. Do these votes 
reflect the books issued from the school library? No 
they don’t! The top three fiction titles, with the highest 
number of issues from the library, are ‘Wonder’ by RJ 
Palacio, ‘Apple and Rain’ by Sarah Crossan and ‘Diary 
of a Wimpy Kid – The Ugly Truth’. 
Year 7 have been busy using their online ‘Reading Cloud’ library 
accounts. ‘Reading Cloud’ allows students to browse the library 
catalogue, to post reviews, to recommend titles for purchase and 
much more! 
Recently posted reviews include Joni’s , who reviewed ‘Girls, 
Goddesses & Giants’, she wrote ‘I've read this book over and over again because it’s 
so fascinating, personally my favourite myth was Baba Yaga. This book is great for 
anyone of all ages, I love it!’  
Chris read Frank Cottrell Boyce’s ‘Astounding Broccoli Boy’ and recommends it 
because … ‘It kind of says it's ok to be different as long as you make use of what you 
are and help people if they need it. When something weird and amazing happens, 
accept it if it can help and if you're not given a choice, try to use it.’  
Zoe posted a review of Jacqueline Wilson’s ‘Lola Rose’, ‘I love this book because the 
characters are so loveable and chilled out … This book is amazing!’  
Sian really enjoyed Neil Gaiman’s ‘Coraline’, ‘I liked this book because it is creepy but 
upsetting at the same time. I would recommend it to people who like creepy books and 
comics. It is the kind of book that makes you want to read on.’

News from the Library
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Concert Orchestra entertain the residents of Galanos House

Courtesy Tickets 
This may be a short half term but it saw our first 
ever double 'Courtesy Ticket winner'  Ruby from 
7SE1.  Courtesy Tickets are handed out by staff to 
students who are helpful, polite and courteous.  
They carry 10 HAPs and are also put in to a weekly 
draw for a £10 Amazon/New Look voucher - 
students must make sure they write their names 
on the back and hand them in at the library to 
ensure they both receive their HAPs and get 
entered for the draw!  Who will be this week's 
winner?  Keep an eye on our social media to find 
out!

Praise Postcards 
Praise Postcards are back with a vengeance!  Each Praise Postcard is worth 50 HAPs 
and they are gained by students who stand out from the crowd.  This could be academic 
achievement, sporting achievement, homework, helpfulness etc. There is no limit to the 
number your child can receive so please encourage them to always 'Be the best they can 
be!'.'

Is your child adopted from state care in England or Wales? 
Did you know that adopted children are entitled to additional funding within the school 
setting, to help them get the best education possible? 

For us to apply for this funding we rely on parents telling us that their 
child is adopted, or Primary schools passing this information on to 
us. We would like to celebrate being an adoption-friendly school and 
would welcome parents of adopted children to contact Mrs Milsom 
(Designated Teacher for Looked After and Previously Looked After 
Children) to arrange a time to meet and discuss the individual needs 
of your child.  Mrs Milsom would like to meet with all adoptive parents 
over the course of the Summer Term and would also welcome contact 
from the parents of any year 6's planning to join Southam College in 
September. 

Together we can ensure all children have a positive experience at Southam College and 
leave as strong young adults ready to make their way in the World. 
Mrs Milsom



 

Sports News

 

PTSA Pamper Evening 2019
A big thank you to everyone who supported us at the Pamper Evening on the 16th May. It 
was a huge success with over 25 stall holders there, 6 beauty therapists offering a selection 
of treatments and taster pilates sessions throughout the evening.  All money raised will go 
towards providing additional resources that will benefit the students. Special thanks to all 
the local businesses that supported us on the night by coming along and also donating 
raffle prizes. We really appreciate it. 

If anyone has any further ideas for events or would like to join the Committee or help out at 
future events, then please get in touch at southamcollegeptsa@gmail.com 

SAVE THE DATE: 
We will be providing refreshments at MusicFest on 17 July. Hope to see you there.

17th May - The Football Activators went to 
Leamington Football Club to lead at a School 
Games Football Festival for girls in years 4-6.  

Keira M, Megan F, Isabel B, Abbie B, Rosie D, 
Libby W, Marie G, Aimee S, Evie C and Holly F 
had recently planned and arranged skills and 
challenges and today put them into place for 80 
students. 

The aim of the festival was to get young girls 
excited about football and interested in the sport 

with the hope they they take part for a long time. 
All of the football activators provided them with 
innovative games and an amazing experience and 
represented Southam College exceptionally well. 
The girls will now be able to complete their Youth 
Sport Trust Award and have gained valuable skills 
in leadership and communication which they can 
take forward into new challenges and experiences. 

Well done to everyone! 

Miss MacLachlan



 

COMBINED EVENTS GIRLS 
9th May -  the minor, junior and intermediate girls 
teams headed out to compete in Nuneaton against 
schools from across the county.  
The minor girls team consisting of I.Mur, 
S.Sanders, H.Freimanis and A.Griffiths-Standage 
started off brilliantly in the 80m sprint with all four 
students placing well, particularly I.Mur with an 
outstanding time of 11.0 seconds. Next to the long 
jump where I.Mur jumped 3m 71cm, H.Freimanis 
3m 98cm, S.Sanders 3m 19cm and A.Griffiths-
Standage 2m 98cm.  Having not done shot put 
before, the group were challenged with their next 
event but All of the students rose excellently to the 
challenge and exceeded their own expectations! 
In the final event of 600m, A.Griffiths-Standage 
stormed ahead and finished 1st in her heat, 3rd 
overall whilst the other 3 had very good times 
aswell. Overall the team finished 5th, a great start 
to their athletics season. 
The junior girls had to compete in long jump, 
hurdles, high jump, shot put and 800m. 
T.Peacocke, M.Jacks and M.Quinney performed 
brilliantly in their hurdles event and continued this 
into the long jump. As they headed over to the 
high jump event, M.Jacks and T.Peacocke showed 
outstanding technique and skill as they pushed to 
the limit to finish in the top positions. M.Quinney 
started off the 800m races for Southam and 
wowed with her grit and determination, winning 
her heat by a clear gap. M.Jacks then did the 
same in her heat! Overall the team did brilliantly 
with some outstanding individual performances. 
The intermediate girls team had already competed 
in events on Wednesday and had to finish their 
meet with long jump, javelin and 800m. The team 
consisting of I.Fairhurst, S.Costa and L.Levett had 
a strong start with their long jump, moving into the 
day, both I.Fairhurst and S.Costa had placed 
highly and were in contention for top ten positions. 
In the javelin all three girls excelled with S.Costa 
throwing over 18 metres! In the final event of the 2 
day competition L.Levett started off the 800m 
strong in her heat and managed to finish 4th with 
an excellent sprint finish! S.Costa and I.Fairhurst 
both in the same heat, challenged each other right 
until the final sprint where they finished with 
exactly the same time of 2 minutes 57 seconds. 
Having completed their events we waited for the 
final results, special mention to I.Fairhurst who 

placed 2nd out of all of the intermediate girls over their 7 events! As a team, the girls, to their surprise took 
the gold medal and fully deserved it after their efforts over both days!  
A great first athletics event for all of the students, an impressive start to the season with some 
great individual and team performances.    Well done, Miss MacLachlan  

Athletics



 

Southam College Year 7's are Warwickshire County Champions! 
8th May - On a wet and windy afternoon at the Pingles 
Athletics Track in Nuneaton our Yr 7 Boys team rose head 
and shoulders above the competition to win the team event, 
seeing off some high quality and experienced schools. Led 
all the way by a dominant Charlie S, who comfortably won 
the individual event, our team were always ahead in the 
standings. Dominic E (4th Overall after an excellent final 
600m event), Harry L and Josh E, all produced impressive 
results in individual events, maintaining a steady flow of 
points and ensuring our team success. 

A fantastic team effort and one that promises much for the 
season ahead!    

Well done as well to the Yr 10 girls team, competing in the 
Inter Girls event against Yr 10 & 11 students, and Will 
Eadon in the Senior Boys event, who are well placed after 
the first day of competition.

Athletics

Equestrian News -Team 6th at County Championships! 
The team were up earlier than the birds were tuning up to sing on Good Friday, making  
their way to Bury Farm Equestrian Centre, Leighton Buzzard to compete at the County 
Championships.  Reduced to a team of 3, due to Georgie's horse having a sore foot, the 
pressure was on each of the girls as every 
score counted. A fabulous first round of 
3 clear rounds put them in a strong 
position for the final round.  Keeping their 
composure under the pressure Alice C, 
Sinead N and Issy B managed another 
fine round just rolling one pole each to 
place them 6th overall.  This is an 
incredible achievement as there were 26 
teams in the championships but they had 
also beat many other teams in the 
qualifiers to reach this stage.   
The girls were a pleasure to spend the 
morning with - supporting each other and 
celebrating their success.  Big shout out to 
Georgie who despite being unable to ride 
came to join the team offering support and 
encouragement. 
Mrs Vincent 
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