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Reflecting on the last 
half term I have one 
overriding emotion: 
PRIDE. 
I am immensely proud of 
the staff for the huge range 
of extra-curricular 
opportunities they have 
provided for the students. 
Indeed, it is without fail that 
our weekly staff briefing is 
filled with thanks to staff for 
giving up their time so that 
students can experience the 
widest range of memorable 
events. Events this term 
have included: 

• Ski Trip (Residential) 
• Geography Field Trip 
(Residential) 

• Duke of Edinburgh 
excursions 

• Global Virtues Week 
• German Exchange 

(Residential) 
• Netball Tour (Residential) 
• High Attainers 

(Residential) 
• Hampton Court visit 

• 24  hour netball charity 
event 

  
This is the most extensive 
range of events that staff 
have offered since my start 
at the school in 2009! 
I am equally proud of our 
students who have 
enthusiastically committed 
to these events. They 
have always been  mature 
and respectful ambassadors 
of the College whether this 
is in school receiving 
guests, or out on visits. By 
taking advantages of these 
opportunities students are 
developing the skills, 

confidence and resilience to 
tackle their future goals! 
Resilience is something that 
students who are sitting 
GCSE and ‘A’Level exams 
will have to show over the 
next few months. This is the 
time for them to work hard, 
sacrifice social events and 
work purposefully both at 
home and in school. I wish 
them well and know if they 
apply themselves 
appropriately and prioritise 
their studies, their exam 
results in August will be a 
source of pride for 
themselves and their 
families. 
I know they can and will do 
it! 
Finally I want to wish you all 
a lovely safe Easter break, 
and thank you for your 
ongoing support. 

Mr Samra, Head teacher
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Message from Mr Samra 

24 HOUR NETBALL - WE DID IT!



 

 

24 Hour Netball

Amazing performance 
in the 24 Hour Netball 
The 24 hour netball 
challenge returned for its 
second time this year.85 
girls, 8 sixth form boys, 17 
members of staff and a 
Wasps Netball player took to 
the court throughout the 24 
hours, in which time the ball 
was not allowed to leave the 
court. 
I don’t think we can 
summarise how physically 
and mentally challenging 
this task is, however so 
rewarding. When the final 

match started with the 14 
players on court and the 
other 65 students cheering 
along the side-line, 
emotions were running high 
and as the final whistle 
went there was pure relief, 
joy and delight amongst all 
involved. 
We are all truly proud of 
what you have achieved but 
also how much money you 
have all managed to raise 
for such a wonderful charity. 
Our current total is £3600, 
however we project to 
achieve over £4000 when 
all sponsors are in.
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 Year 12 Geography Trip

Twelve Y9 and 10 students set out to visit our partner school the “Hölderlin Gymnasium in 
Lauffen near Stuttgart on the 12th year of the Exchange, which was set up by Mrs Elliott and her 
German counterpart Frau Wild in an endeavour to provide students with meaningful experiences 
and embed intercultural learning, which goes beyond language acquisition. With regard to these 
objectives this year’s Southam College students were an absolute asset to the school and 
willingly embraced German culture, family life, education system and free time we experienced. 
Our host school not only “overwhelmed us with hospitality”, but managed to arrange an itinerary 
which was difficult to beat. On our arrival we were greeted with a fantastic home cooked lunch, 
provided and prepared by the hosting families. Thursday entailed a ride on a covered wagon 
through the local vineyard as well as a history lesson of the town, which was sweetened by the 
local specialities students got to taste.
Students made gains in understanding employability and industry by visiting the local Mercedes 
Benz museum as well as a micro-bakery. Of course a visit to Stuttgart also entailed the visit to 
the local football team VFB Stuttgart and taking pictures with the mascot. Students learnt here 
that the well- known motto “Vorsprung durch Technik” meant that the famous players were 
updated on their opponents’ tactics via an app on their smart phones ahead of matches.
On Monday we visited the oldest university town in Germany, Heidelberg, with its beautiful fairy-
tale castle and of course a little bit of retail therapy made the day trip perfect. Students of both 
schools were sad to say goodbye and managed to create fantastic bonds with our German 
counterparts.

Visiting North Wales was such a valuable experience and 
has enhanced our learning and understanding of the 
necessary geographical content for our exams. We 
enjoyed every minute of our first activity, gorge walking. 
Our group had to climb a gorge whilst helping each other 
along the way, it really helped us come together as a team 
and create lasting memories. The next day we visited a 
glacial landscape including a corrie. Seeing the landscape 
first hand greatly benefited us and gave us the 
understanding necessary to go far in our A-levels. On the 
final day we visited Llandudno, a case study included in 
our exam. Spending time here has boosted our confidence 
and aided us in developing our perception of place. 
Hannah Bale, Year 12 student 

German Exchange Trip Away Leg April 2019



 
  High Attainers Weekend 

On Friday 29th March, a group of 43 year 11 students 
from Southam College headed to Whitemoor Lakes 
in Staffordshire for a weekend of revision and 
outdoor activities in collaboration with Bilton 
School.  
We arrived in glorious sunshine and embarked on the 
first activities, including climbing, abseiling, the zip wire 
and the high ropes challenge which included the 
dreaded 'leap of faith'. The students really rose to the 
challenge and it was fantastic to see how students from 
both schools worked together and supported each other. 
Later that evening, we were joined by Alex from Elevate 
Education who entertained the students and gave them 
invaluable advice on preparing for exams, revision 
strategies and coping with the stress of the exam room.  
In the morning, members of the Science departments at 
Southam and Bilton joined us to lead sessions in all 
three Sciences. Students worked really hard and took 
away a range of resources to help them with some of the 
most challenging topics, such as electricity.  
After another chance to take on the challenging 
activities, with kayaking now in the mix,I had the 
pleasure of leading an English Literature session. I was 
so impressed with the sophisticated terminology in use 
and their perceptive interpretations. After all that hard 
work, and another challenging activity overcome, Mr 
Macgibbon and Mr Johnson led the brilliant Drop the 
Egg quiz! 
On Sunday, we were joined by Mr Ciccantelli who 
challenged the students with a range of Maths activities 
and again the students worked brilliantly, challenging 
themselves and working together to make even more 
progress.  
Thank you to all the staff involved and especially to the 
students who were fantastic throughout the whole trip 
and faced every challenge with enthusiasm and 
perseverance.    Well done! Mrs Browne

Charity Week was a real 
success this year! Every 
lunchtime during charity week 
was filled to the brim with 
charity bake sales and fete 
games. Some of the highlights 
of this year were: 8GV3’s sweet 
ping pong challenge (which was 
busy every day), 7WE2’s 
jewellery sale which was very 
successful, 7WE1’s yucky dip 
challenge and of course, the 
tutor who raised the most 
money over the week, 7WG1’s 
tombola. All week there was a 
really upbeat and exciting 
atmosphere around the fete 
stalls and lots of money was 
raised. 
To add to the money raised that 
week, on the 29th of March the 
Heads of House had a bake 
sale to raise extra money. They 
sold their baked goods in a 
speedy half an hour and have 
increased the total amount of 
money raised for the Brain 
Tumour charity to over £4000. 
With 24hr netball about to kick 
(or should we say ‘chest pass’) 
off, it looks like as a school we 
are heading in the right direction 
towards our target. 
Heads of Houses 
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Southam College would like to 
congratulate Year 9 Will on all his 
motocross achievements this Year. 

1st Place - Schoolboy Championship 

1st Place - Adult Championship 

1st Place - Orpra Bank Holiday 
Championship
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Duke of Edinburgh Update 2019 
Over 140 students at school have been participating in the 
Duke of Edinburgh award this term across the all 3 levels 
of Bronze, Silver and Gold.  This has involved a number of 
training days which have included navigational skills, 
practice walks, cooking advice and camp craft.  It has been 
a pleasure to see so many students participating in this 
prestigious award with enthusiasm for their expeditions.  
For Bronze students will be walking 2 days and 1 night, 
between 13 and 16 KM per day.  Silver students walk for 3 
days and 2 nights, and the Gold do 4 days 3 nights. 
Good luck to all those involved in the expeditions this 
summer and thanks to all the staff who have volunteered 
their time.

PTSA
Calling all Parents! 
If you work for a company who do 
‘match funding’ please contact the 
Southam College PTSA! 

We would like to take your company up 
on their offer! 
southamcollegeptsa@gmail.com 

Book Club 
Our new Book Club read is 'The House with Chicken 
Legs' by Sophie Anderson, an intriguing tale that centres 
on Marinka and her Grandmother, who travel the world in a 
house that sprouts legs and moves to new places. In each 
new destination the pair act as guides for spirits moving on 
from this world to the next. 
KS3 Book Club is on every Wednesday 3.30 to 4.45pm in 
sixth form room S1. 
New members very welcome! 



 

Starting in August this year I will 
become the youngest women to ever 
circumnavigate the globe on the Clipper 
Round the World Yacht Race. 
Just 3 years ago when I was in year 10, I 
underwent major surgery to correct a 60-
degree curve in my spine caused by scoliosis. 
This condition effects 1% of the population and 
develops mostly in teenage girls. Not only am I 
doing this as a massive personal challenge, 
but I aim to inspire young women across the 
globe to become more active and take a 
different, more adventurous route in life. 
Additionally, I hope to raise awareness of 
Scoliosis and promote the early diagnosis of 
the condition to help many young people 
across the world. 
The Clipper race, which has been running 
every other year since 1996, is world renowned 
and has a massive media coverage. On this 

trip I will be spending 11 months on board a 
70-foot yacht along with about 20 other sailors. 
We will be racing against 11 other boats in 
each of the 8 legs of the race. Along with this at 
each of the stopovers I will be promoting my 
cause, inspiring thousands of people from 
many countries.  
Any donation small or large will make a huge 
difference to enable me to take part in this life 
changing trip. I am also still looking for large 
companies to help fund the trip in return for 
worldwide advertisement. If you know anyone 
who may be interested or want to ask me any 
questions, please contact me through my 
email: sophie220801@gmail.com  
Crowd funding page:  
https://www.gofundme.com/
youngestwoman-clipperyachtrace 

Thanks so much for your support, 
Sophie Cross (Year 13 student)

Charity Week  2017

Youngest Woman - Clipper Yacht Race

Let’s help Sophie reach her £25,000 goal!



 

Sports News
Schools Orienteering Championships 
26th March - Well done to Year 7 Ben W who competed in 
the 2019 Schools Orienteering Championships on Saturday 
23rd March in War Memorial Park, Coventry. Ben was in the 
lower senior schools group for years 7, 8 & 9. 

Despite it being the first time he had taken part in an 
orienteering competition, he came 15th out of 24 
competitors, with an overall time of 23m 57s. 

Year 7 National Cross-Country Championships 
24th March - Well done to Oliver W who competed for Warwickshire in the National Yr 7 
Boys Cross-Country Championships at Prestwold Hall, Loughborough. Against the best 
runners in the country, Oliver finished an excellent 84th and was the 3rd Warwickshire 
runner home. For a runners taking part in his first National competition this is an 
outstanding result. Congratulations Oliver and we look forward to many more successes in 
the future! 

Mr MacGibbon

Year 10 Sports Leaders 
From Cheerleading to Martial Arts, 
the year 10 sports leaders are 
enjoying their course.


Keep up the good work you’re doing 
brilliant! 

Mrs Turton and Miss Maclachlan




 
Year 7 Football 
March 22nd  - Thursday evening saw the 
year 7 football team play Myton in a league 
fixture. The team started brightly and took the 
lead through a goal mouth scramble within 
the first 10 minutes. Southam played some 
superb football, looking to play from the back 
with neat interchanging passes through 
Archie, Alfie and Ronan, Southam should 
have doubled their lead but for a great save 
and then the rebound striking the post! Myton 
got back into the game through a well taken break away goal. Half time score 1-1. 

Southam continued to press in the second half and still played from the back but a slight mix up allowed 
Myton to score their second. This didn’t deter Southam; with Oli and Jasper pressing in midfield, Ronan 
holding the ball up front and looking to play Harry in, Southam had multiple efforts on goal. Southam should 
have been level but for two fantastic strikes from Harry hitting the upright and bouncing clear! Eventually 
the equaliser did come with 2 minutes to go, again it was another goal mouth scramble this time tucked 
away by Leo! Full time score 2-2. 

Man of the match goes to Oli, who worked tirelessly in the midfield and always looked to create attacking 
chances. 

A thoroughly entertaining game with some exceptional football played. It was certainly the best football I 
have seen played by the team this season and we are very unlucky not to have won! 

Thank you to all parents and supporters who came to watch, it’s very much appreciated. 

Mr Turton.

Year 7 Ladies Football 
April 2nd  - the year 7 football team played Warwick Prep School for a friendly match. The team consisted 
of; H.Freimanis (C), E.Constable, A.Constable, J.Popa, A.Griffiths-Standage, F.Mew, K.Davies and 
E.Speller. The girls had an excellent start, pressuring the ball and the Warwick defence and as the ball 
worked its way further up the pitch Southam managed to get a great first goal by E.Constable! Once 
Southam had scored there was no stopping them in the first quarter as Southam went 3-0 up! H.Freimanis 
and A.Girffiths-Standage added their names to the score line, and by the end of the second quarter the 

team were up 5-0. 

Leading into the second half of the match, Warwick 
stepped up their defensive pressure and Southam had to 
work harder to get the ball forward. Both teams were not 
giving up and with most of the action happening in the 
Southam attack, Warwick did well to stop further goals 
being scored. Into the final quarter, Southam were told to 
keep pressure on and challenge every ball. No player 
gave up and they all kept running to ensure that Warwick 
didn’t get a goal. H.Freimanis got a great shot in goal and 
the score went to 6-0 Southam. 

As the final few minutes played, Southam continued with 
their high standard and positive attitude. I was extremely 
impressed with the team and their overall effort, the 
commitment to every ball and the support for each other. 

A very positive match as their season draws to a close. 

Well done to the whole team! Miss MacLachlan
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