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Following a summer of 
success with fantastic GCSE 
and ‘A’ Level results the 
school term has started with 
a real sense of positive 
anticipation of what can be 
achieved in this academic 
year. 

This anticipation has been fully 
realised with a wide range of 
activities which have helped to 
enrich the educational 
experience of students at 
Southam College. The P.E 
department have done an 
amazing job running a huge 
range of school teams and 

practices across a variety of 
sports. Each fixture is followed 
up with an excellent match 
report which celebrates the 
endeavours of our students, 
regardless of the result. 
Our sporting provision has been 
supplemented by numerous 
school clubs, for example we 
have a Rubik’s cube club, a 
Book club and new this year a 
Warhammer club. These clubs 
are not attended by vast 
numbers of students, but those 
that do attend are given an 
opportunity to develop their 
interests in a welcoming and 
supportive environment. 
We have also seen many other 
activities and visits take place 
over the course of the last 7 
weeks. Our inspirational Mental 
Health and Well Being week 
concluded with an excellent 
Make a Difference day. The 
culmination to the day was 
seeing the huge range of 
groceries donated by staff and 
students going  to the local 
Food Bank. 

This week we are celebrating 
Black History month by 
reflecting on  the diversity of our 
country, and the amazing 
people of all backgrounds who 
have helped to make it the great 
place it is. 

In the midst of all these activities 
I know that our students are 
subject to excellent teaching 
every day. As I go into lessons I 
am amazed at the difficult 
concepts that our students 
quickly grasp, and the 
eagerness with which they are 
wanting to learn. It is because of 
this daily diet of high quality 
learning that our school remains 
oversubscribed and amongst 
the best performing schools in 
the country! 

Take care everybody and 
have a safe and enjoyable 
half term. 

Mr Samra, Headteacher
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  The more you read, the 
more things you will know. 
The more that you learn, the 
more places you'll go. 
                                  Dr. Seuss

The Goldfish Boy 
Year 7 have got off 
to a flying start 
with their reading 
at Southam 
College! Many 
students have 
already finished 
The Goldfish 
Boy and 
handed in their 
review 

postcards: see 
some of the comments below. 

Reuben 7WE2 - “I like how the 
boy in the story has to have 
everything perfect.” 

Liberti 7WE1 - “I loved reading 
‘Goldfish Boy’ and I think it’s one of 
my favourites.  I’m not always a 
fan of reading but I kept wanting to 
know what’s next.  Seeing as I 
liked this book so much I might 
read ‘The Light Jar’ next as that is 
another book by Lisa Thompson.” 

Kate 7WH1 - "’Goldfish Boy’ is a 
very intriguing novel, with many 
twists and turns weaved into the 
plot.  I find this enhances the read, 
and makes it a more exciting and 
enjoyable book.  It is about a 
twelve year old boy called 
Matthew.  Matthew hated germs.  
As a result he preferred to hide 
away in his spotless room.  When 
something tragic and unexpected 
happens next door, Matthew is 
forced to face his fears … In my 
opinion, this story would’ve been 
better if it had had changes of 
perspective throughout the book.  

It would’ve given the reader more 
understanding of how each 
character felt.  Overall, this was a 
great book and I’d rate it 4/5 stars” 

Abbey 7GV2 - "I thought that ‘The 
Goldfish Boy’ was a brilliant book 
which really grabbed me as a 
reader and inspired me as a writer 
to write mysteries which have an 
emotional side to them." 

Reading Passports 
Year 7 and 8 have also started 
their library lessons this year, and 
every student in Year 7 and 8 has 
a Reading Passport . Students 
should keep this in their planner, 
reading a book to fill each box on 
the passport. The categories 
include ‘a prize winner’, ‘a book 
set in a different country’ and ‘a 
book based on a true story’. When 
students have read each book, 
they should have their passport 
stamped – this can either be in 
library lessons or they are 
welcome to visit the library before 
school, at break times or at lunch 
times to have their passport 
stamped. We hope everyone will 
try to read at least 4 books this 
year. 

Reading Outreach 
Mrs Jones, the school librarian, has 
started her visits to the primary 
schools to set up our Year 6 

readers. The programme has 
worked really successfully for the 
last two years, and we hope it will 
be just as well received this year! 
The Key Stage 3 Book Group is up 
and running, with students currently 
enjoying ‘Noughts and Crosses’ by 
Malorie Blackman.  The next book 
group read will be ‘The Hitchhiker’s 
Guide to the Galaxy’ by Douglas 
Adams, a fabulous romp through 
life, the universe and everything.  
Book Club is in S1 every 
Wednesday 3.30-4.45pm, new 
members always welcome.

Literacy Focus
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Literacy at Southam 



 

UCAS Update 
It’s that time of year when Y13 
students are thinking about 
their future – whether it is for 
university, employment or 
college, we are here to help. In 
term of UCAS, the main time 
to be getting forms and 
personal statements 
completed is now.  The sooner 
your form is completed, the 
sooner you will hear back and 
start receiving offers.   

Top tips for UCAS 
1. Research your course options 
and university choices widely - 
there's loads of courses out there! 
2. Check what type of degree you 
will be applying for - honours or 
foundation?  
3. Find out what types of jobs you 
can get with the course you are 
applying for. 
4. Research the methods of 
assessments for the different degree 

It has also been a really good start for Y12 who have 
celebrated their GCSE results and now begin AS with 
relish.  It’s a massive step up from GCSE to A level, so it 
is really important to use time as wisely as possible and 
see your teachers or tutor if you are having any 
difficulties.   
Overall, attendance in both years has been excellent, 
with both at 95% or above, and Y12 having the second 
highest attendance rate in the school for September.  
This is a really good start to the new academic year, 
keep it up! 

Mr Bradbury, Head of Sixth Form

Great Start for the Sixth Form! 

Welcome back to Year 13 students with an outstanding AS pass rate of 98%!  The 
A-B rate for all subjects was 60% which is exceptional.  Well done to all students 
who did so well; this was a product of the hard focussed work that you all did during 
Year 12.  I have been impressed by the start that most Year 13s have made during 
this first half term – keep it up and you will continue to succeed!

8. Work hard on your personal 
statement and make it interesting - 
especially your opening line! 
9. Don't leave it to the last minute - 
the earlier the better, especially for 
popular courses. 
10. BE HONEST - it's your personal 
application and every personal 
statement is checked for plagiarism. 

Keep up to date with UCAS 
information, follow us on twitter 
twitter.com/SouthamCollege

courses - is it exams, coursework 
or a mixture?  

5.Make sure you know what your 
predicted grades are for your 
application - these are not the 
same as your target grades! 

6.Choose at least 2 back up 
options on your 5 choices in case 
you don't get offers from some 
courses. 

7. Go on open days and visit as 
many places as possible - all 
universities are different. 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Mental Health 
Awareness Week 
From Monday 8th to Friday 12th 
October 2018, it was the whole 
school Mental Health Awareness 
week. 
The week started with a Buddhist 
Monk who taught students how to 
meditate. Each day of the week the 
Art of Wellbeing Mentors led Micro 
sessions for students about being in 
‘your mate’s corner’. Each day, Year 
13 Psychology students led stalls on 
different mental ill health areas.   
One of the highlights of the week 
was ‘World Mental Health Day’ on 
the Wednesday. Year 9 had an 
assembly led by the ‘Art of 
Wellbeing team’ and an inspirational 
talk from external visitor, Hope 
Virgo. Hope shared her personal 
story about Anorexia with Sixth 
Formers too. Sixth Formers had the 
opportunity to go on a trip to 
Galanos residential care home to 
‘Engage with the Aged’ and there 
were drop in sessions from 
professionals at Compass. 
On the Friday, it was our annual 
‘Make a Difference Day’ where Sixth 
Form students led stalls in the hall 
including: Amnesty International 
campaigning, Art of Wellbeing and 

Psychology information stalls, First 
Aid, fundraising for Uganda, World 
Challenge and also a stress ball 
sale! We also had Richard Dickson, 
the Kenilworth councillor join us. 
Head Boy Dan also went on a 
'Whole school community clean up' 
with student volunteers. The Bodie 
Hodges Foundation led a talk to 
year 11 about organ donation and 
the Ettington Community First 
Responder team also joined. They 
led sessions on CPR, running the 
‘Restart a Heart’ campaign for Sixth 
Formers. The positive post box was 
full with over 1200 Post cards that 
went out to staff and students! 
We could not be prouder of each 
student who has helped out, led, 
campaigned and supported the 
events throughout the week, 
particularly the Art of Wellbeing 
Sixth Form Team. A Special thank 
you to the PTSA who kindly donated 
£500 to our student Art of Wellbeing 
Team which supported these 
events. It was amazing to see so 
many acts of kindness and others 
share their passion to want to make 
a difference and talk about Mental 
Health. Southam staff and students 
really did show they have the power 
to do something that enhances the 
life of another! 
Mrs Campbell-Birch
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On 26 September, students and staff at Southam College took 
part in a variety of language-based activities throughout the 
day to celebrate all that is great about learning a foreign 
language. Each member of staff wore a badge representing a 
different country and students did a great job in finding out 
how to say ‘hello’ in all the different languages!  Various 
quizzes, games and activities around the school reinforced the 
importance of learning from other people and cultures from 
across Europe as students and staff had fun conversing in 
many of the European modern languages. 

European Day of Languages is an event that reaches across 
the European continent and is something the MFL department 
at Southam is both proud of and committed to support.

European Day of Languages

German Exchange
On Wednesday 10th October 23 German Exchange students 
accompanied by Mr Holfelder and Mrs Saerve paid their 
annual visit  to Southam College for the 11th time.  German 
Exchange students were greeted warmly by the mayor of 
Southam and joined their English counterparts in sports 
activities on their first day. On Friday students of both 
schools explored Shakespeare’s school room and curriculum 
and on the footsteps of the bard visited the RSC and the birth 
place. Then on Monday students made gains in their 
knowledge of English history (and Harry Potter) by visiting 
Blenheim Palace. The visit was concluded with a successful 
farewell party after a school day where students had first-
hand experience of a new school system and were able to 
compare and express preferences.
Auf Wiedersehn im März!

Thank you to everyone who baked cakes 
for our Macmillan Coffee morning. Staff 
and students loved the cakes. 

Southam College have raised a total of 
£490 for Macmillan cancer trust. 



 

 
Southam Col lege have 
taken part in the Lions 
international peace poster 
competition. This year's 
theme asked students to 
illustrate 'kindness matters.' 
We had a wide variety of 
entr ies which depicted 
k i n d n e s s i n s o m a n y 
different ways. It was a 
really great opportunity for 
students to demonstrate 
their artistic skills but at the 

same time express this through a philosophical  and ethical realm. 
Nils T won first prize and his entry will be going forward to the local Lions 
competition. 
Thank you to all those students who took part. Kindness really does matter! 
Mrs Thomas, Head of Philosophy and Ethics 

Lions Peace Poster Competition 2018 

Congratulations to Year 11 students Rositsa, 
Jasmine, Sinead, Jake, Lucy, Ella, Adam and Bradley! 
They achieved 'Above Expectations' for their attitude to 
learning in all of their subjects in their latest reports. 
Well done for all of your incredible efforts in each and 
every lesson. 

You are invited to join us for our WWI 
Commemoration event, being held at 
the school on Friday 9th November 
from 6.30pm.  

There will be a range of student performances 
to compliment and recognise the stories of 
local people and their brave contributions to 
the war effort.  

For more information or to reserve your place, 
please email hawthorn.s@welearn365.com .  

Any students wishing to perform in this event 
should see Mrs Gough in the History 
department for details. 
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Sports UpdateYear 8 Rugby 
21st October - The year 8 rugby team played Lawrence Sheriff on 
a cold Saturday morning. The team warmed up professionally led 
by skipper Ben. 

Southam started quickly and soon scored their first try through 
Jaden after a smart pick and go from the base of the scrum. The 
second try came almost immediately from the resulting kick off 
after Callum made a good tackle before offloading to Brendon to 
touch down.  

The game ebbed and flowed before Ben scored his first try of the 
season which was an individual effort, picking and going from the 
scrum from 5 metres out. Logan scored his first conversion of the 
day. The fourth try of the morning was scored by Rory after 
strong running. James scored another try after fine running 
before Lawrence Sheriff scored a good team try in the corner. 
Southam responded quickly, scoring their final try of the first half 
after Callum offloaded to James who touched down before Paul 
converted. A half time score of 38-5 to Southam. 

The second half continued in the same fashion, Ash continued his 
great try scoring form and scored before converting himself. 
Zsombor scored a terrific solo try running in from the half way line 
and touching down under the posts. Southam were strong in the 
rucks and didn’t allow Sheriff any time to play which allowed 
Cameron to score after a quick break from Brendon. Jaden 
scored his second try of the game after good forward play before 
Zsombor scored another try with the final play of the game after 
continued pressure in the Sheriff 22. Final score 69-5 to 
Southam.  

The year 8 boys conducted themselves fantastically well and 
played with great enthusiasm and determination. They were 
rewarded with their biggest win of the season. Well done boys.  

Mr Turton

Year 10 Rugby   Southam v AGS 
Battling Southam come up just short. 

22nd October - The Year 10 Rugby Team put in their best performance of the season with a gritty 
and determined effort that ultimately came up just short against a talented and dangerous AGS 
side. 

First half tries from Josh L. (2) and James P. had us ahead by a score at the break, but with the 
game finally balanced. Southam were looking strong whilst driving forward with the ball, but 
AGS dominated in the scrum and threatened on the break with some fast and evasive runners. 

The tit for tat scoring continued in the second half. Josh L. pouncing on an opportune moment to 
complete his hat-trick, but as time ran down we needed one last score to clinch the game. 

Our forwards battled to a man, pushing the AGS defence back in wave after wave of attacks. A 
last minute penalty gave us one last platform to push for the AGS line from. We got to within 5 
metres, but in the end couldn't quite get the ball down. 

The final score was 24-26, but the whole team can hold their heads high for an excellent overall 
performance, and look forward to our next game against Camp Hill on Sat 10th Nov. 
Mr MacGibbon



  

Year 10 Netball 

James P, who is part of the 
Leicester Tigers, Junior 
Academy, Deve lop ing 
Player Pathway (DPP), 
attending their centre of 
excellence at Oakham, has 
also recently been selected 
for the Welsh Rugby Union 
Exiles programme. 

James has gained this selection from attending 
one of the four open regional training camps 
during the summer. This is currently the only u15 
event on the Welsh Rugby Union Exiles 
programme, so a tremendous achievement to gain 
selection to represent the Welsh Exiles. 

Congratulations from all at Southam

19th October - The year 10 netball team 
headed to NLS to play their second league 
night. The team consisting of: Jess W (C), 
Molly S, Esha S, Emily L, Ana L, Alex M and 
Ava C had tough competition from Myton this 
evening. After a promising start to the league a 
few weeks ago, the team were confident in 
their ability. 

In the first half Myton took an early lead with 
Southam struggling to intercept crucial passes. 
However, consistent pressure from Molly S 
and Jess W meant Southam began to turn 
over more balls. Emily and Ana worked well 
getting the ball into the attacking circle to Alex 
and Ava who grew in confidence with every 
passing minute. 

At half time the team regrouped, knowing they needed to play their own pace and drive into 
space. Southam started off strong and soon were extremely close to catching Myton! 
Unfortunately, the whistle blew and Southam finished the game 12-6. Positives to take from the 
game: Southam worked well as a team, confidence in their abilities is growing, they beat Myton in 
the second half and they are beginning to play some excellent netball. 

Huge well done to Emily L for making the team of the week as WA, but a great team effort from all! 

One more league night to go, with 2 wins and 2 losses, Southam are still in the running for the top 
place! 

Miss MacLachlan 

Congratulations to Tom 
H (10SE8) for being 
s e l e c t e d b y 
Northampton County 
Cricket to attend five 
session of their U15 
A g e G r o u p P l a y e r 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Programme. 

This summer he has played both Age Group 
and Senior Cricket for Long Itchington CC, 
(Warwickshire) but he's also been playing 
Saturday League Cricket for the Senior's at 
Gayton CC (Northamptonshire) in Division 3 
of the South Northants League. 

Well done Tom

SPORTING SUCCESS
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