
 

Contents 
Welcome back Page 2


Literacy Focus Page 3


Sixth Form
 Page 5


Thank you Page 6


Sport News Page 8


October 2019

llllllllllllllllllllllllll                                  
                                                              
                                                              
                                                              
                                                               

“ “

WWI Battlefields trip 
September 2019

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Southam-College/467319836648921
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Southam-College/467319836648921


 

We have had very 
successful start to the 
school year at Southam 
College. 270 students in 
year 7 have made a smooth 
transition into the school 
and impressed us all with 
their positive attitudes and 
good manners. At the other 
end of the school we have 
had our largest ever Year 
12 group (160 students) 
joining the Sixth form.Their 
transition has been very 
different to the Year 7 but 

equally successful, and 
they have already 
established some very 
positive learning habits 
which I am sure will help 
them excel in the Sixth 
form. 

This term has also seen the 
start of the building of our 
£2.2 million Sports Hall. At 
the present time we are on 
track to complete this 
exciting project on time and 
have it ready for students to 
use by Whitsun 2020. I 
would like to thank the local 
community for making the 
contaractors feel so 
welcome. 

Finally and as usual we 
have had our super 
students participating in a 
wide range of 
extracurricular activities. 
These have included a 

huge range of sporting 
fixtures,residential visits 
and charity fund raising 
events. We have also had 
students working with staff 
during Mental Health and 
Well Being week and on 
Black History Month. It is 
important that students 
have the opportunity to 
sample these wider 
experience as it helps to 
build the skills, knowledge 
and understanding that will 
support them in becoming 
outstanding pillars of 
society in future years. 

In conclusion, a super term: 
let's bring on the next one 
and good luck to England in 
the Rugby World Cup. 

Mr Samra, 
Headteacher
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  The more you read, the 
more things you will know. 
The more that you learn, the 
more places you'll go. 
                                  Dr. Seuss

The Goldfish Boy 

Year 7 have got 
off to a flying 
start with their 
reading at 
Southam 
College! Many 
students have 
already 
finished 
studying 

‘Southam’s Big Read’, The 
Goldfish Boy by Lisa 
Thompson, in their English 
lessons. 

Year 7 and 8 have also started 
their library lessons this year, 
with every student working their 
way through the different 
genres and categories in their 
Reading Passport.  The 
categories include ‘a prize 
winner’, ‘a book set in a 
different country’ and ‘a book 
based on a true story’. When 
students have read a book, 
they should have their passport 
stamped – this can either be in 
library lessons or they are 
welcome to visit the library 
before school, at break times or 
at lunch times.  We hope 
everyone will try to read at least 
4 books this year. 

Students also have access to 
their own online library account, 

The Reading Cloud, where they 
can search for books, receive 
recommendations based on 
their reading habits and publish 
book reviews, which many year 
8’s have already started to do. 

Charlie P is a fan of ‘Wonder’ 
by RJ Palacio.  “This book is 
the perfect mix of sad, thrilling, 
and funny.  As I'm not as keen 
on reading as I'd like to think I 
am, this book is easy to read 
but it's thrilling nonetheless.  
I thoroughly enjoyed this book it 
tells a story of a boy who looks 
different to us and he finds it 
hard to fit in and this book really 
sends the message across that 
it’s okay to be different and 'At 
least once in anyone's life they 
should get a standing ovation'.” 

Lola C has discovered the 
Geek Girl books by Holly 
Smale, “This is my first time 
reading a Geek Girl book and I 
have just started the second 
one.  This book is very 
interesting and made me want 
to carry on reading it. I 
recommend this book for 
children age 10 and upwards, 
it was a very good book and I 
enjoyed reading it.” 

Ronan O posted a review 
about ‘Top of the Class (Nearly) 

by Liz Pichon, “This book is 
amazing because it includes 
some interesting cliff-hangers. 
The story is about a boy called 
Tom Gates who goes to school 
and dreams of being head of 
the class.  The main 
character, Tom Gates is really 
adventurous and funny, and his 
sister Delia is really bossy and 
demands a lot of stuff from 
him.  My highlight of the book 
is the start, it is a great way to 
begin a book and once I read 
the start I wanted to read more. 
I definitely recommend this 
book because it is really funny.” 

Reading Outreach 
Mrs Jones, the school librarian, 
has started her visits to the 
primary schools to set up our 
Year 6 readers. The 
programme has worked really 
successfully for the last three 
years, and we hope it will be 
just as well received this year! 

  

The Key Stage 3 Book Group 
is up and running, with 
students currently enjoying 
‘Demon Dentist’ by David 
Walliams.  Book Club is in S1 
every Wednesday 
3.30-4.45pm, new members 
always welcome.

Literacy Focus
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UCAS Update 
It’s that time of year when Y13 
students are thinking about 
their future – whether it is for 
university, employment or 
college, we are here to help. In 
terms of UCAS, the main time 
to be getting forms and 
personal statements 
completed is now.  The sooner 
your form is completed, the 
sooner you will hear back and 
start receiving offers.   

Top tips for UCAS 
1. Research your course options 
and university choices widely - 
there's loads of courses out there! 
2. Check what type of degree you 
will be applying for - honours or 
foundation?  
3. Find out what types of jobs you 
can get with the course you are 
applying for. 
4. Research the methods of 
assessments for the different degree 

It has also been a really good start for Y12 who have 
celebrated their GCSE results and now begin AS with 
relish.  It’s a massive step up from GCSE to A level, so it 
is really important to use time as wisely as possible and 
see your teachers or tutor if you are having any 
difficulties.   
Overall, attendance in both years has been excellent, 
with both at 95% or above, and Y12 having the second 
highest attendance rate in the school for September.  
This is a really good start to the new academic year, 
keep it up! 

Mr Bradbury, Head of Sixth Form

Great Start for the Sixth Form! 

Welcome back to Year 13 students with an outstanding AS pass rate of 
98%! Well done to all students who did so well; this was a product of the hard 
focussed work that you all did during Year 12.  I have been impressed by the 
start that most Year 13s have made during this first half term – keep it up and 
you will continue to succeed!

8. Work hard on your personal 
statement and make it interesting - 
especially your opening line! 
9. Don't leave it to the last minute - 
the earlier the better, especially for 
popular courses. 
10. BE HONEST - it's your personal 
application and every personal 
statement is checked for plagiarism. 

Keep up to date with UCAS 
information, follow us on twitter 
twitter.com/SouthamCollege

courses - is it exams, coursework 
or a mixture?  

5.Make sure you know what your 
predicted grades are for your 
application - these are not the 
same as your target grades! 

6.Choose at least 2 back up 
options on your 5 choices in case 
you don't get offers from some 
courses. 

7. Go on open days and visit as 
many places as possible - all 
universities are different. 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This year’s Mental Health 
Awareness week calendar was 
jam packed with events for both 
staff and students. 
It was brilliant to see Year 13 
Psychology students leading 
information stalls throughout the 
week for other students. Their 
assemblies on mental ill health 
were delivered to all year groups 
to raise awareness. 
The ‘Pensioner Postcards of 
Kindness’ was launched as one of 
the whole school tutor activities 
ready to send to various 
residential care homes across the 
UK to help tackle social isolation. 
Look out for updates on this from 
the Student Art of Wellbeing Team 
throughout the year. Also the 
internal “positive post” box with 
messages of appreciation had 
over 1000 postcards delivered 
across the school. 
Art therapy was organised and 
mindfulness colouring took place 
with Miss Anthony. Craft club had 
a sell-out of ‘Worry pets and 
Squish mellows’ and 
congratulations also to Amy B in 
Year 7 who has won the Mental 

Health Awareness Week menu 
competition on nutrition and our 
moods.  
We also had 18 Sixth Form 
students from the Art of Wellbeing 
Team go along to Southam 
Primary school to teach year 5 and 
6 students about ‘Mental Wealth’. 
A wonderful afternoon enjoyed by 
all. The ‘Feel good Friday- 
wellbeing sessions’ with volunteer 
Nurse Mario took place. He 
delivered an informative and 
practical session including 
breathing and relaxation 
techniques. 
Overall we could not be prouder of 
each and every one of the 
students and staff who have gave 
up their time to support others, get 
involved and make a difference to 
mental health. What a fabulous 
week; everyone who has been 
involved across the school should 
be extremely proud of themselves! 
Southam College really has shown 
we have the power to enhance the 
lives of others, a great week to 
remember! 
Mrs Campbell-Birch
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Southam College's Year 12 and 13 students took 
part in the Coventry Sleep Out 2019. As part of 
the Sleep Out, students had to sleep in the ruins 
of Coventry Cathedral with only cardboard as a 
shelter for the evening. Students raised £717 for 
the St Basils charity. St Basil's works with young 
people aged 16-25 who are homeless or at risk of 
homelessness, helping over 5000 young people 
per year across the West Midlands region. 
Students who took part did a fantastic job and it 
really did make them aware of the difficulties of 
homelessness in today's society and the impact 
this has on everyone.Thank you to everyone who 
supported this event! 
Mrs Thomas and Miss Walker

Coventry Sleep Out

WWI Battlefields Trip
The History department took 95 Year 10 students on the 
annual WWI Battlefields trip in September.  We were so 
impressed with the attitude, interest and respect that all 
students showed towards the important sites we visited.  We 
visited a range of sites connected with the Battle of the 
Somme and the battles around the Ypres area, for example: 
Thiepval memorial, Lochnagar crater, Tyne Cot cemetery and 
Langemark German cemetery.  Students also had the 
opportunity to experience the Last Post ceremony at the 
Menin Gate in Ypres.  As well as historical visits, students 
were also able to experience a traditional Belgian chocolate 
shop!  Planning is already underway for our 2020 Battlefields 
trip, and we are looking forward to taking the next group of 
students on this important memorable experience.



 

 

Game, set, match! 
We are proud to announce that enabling groundworks 
have begun to deliver Southam College's latest 
project. The complex will see a new multi court sports 
hall, activity room and studio. 
David Carter, Stowe Valley Multi Academy Trust, Said: 
"I look forward to working closely with Nik Davelis of 
Darwin Group and the wider project team as we work 
to deliver a highly modern and sustainable school 
sports learning environment for pupils and staff of 
Southam College." 
Our aim is to ensure a consistently high standard of 
delivery across our property assets and we are 
entirely confident that Darwin Group will go above and 
beyond that requirement to deliver an exceptional 
project. 

Groundworks have begun 
on our  New Sports Hall

Mock Trial Competition 
We will be taking part in the Magistrates Mock Trial Competiton 
again this year. If you aged between 12-14 and are interested in 
law and the legal system and would like to represent the school 
express your interest to Mrs Savage and Mrs Thomas. 

Duke of Edinburgh 2020 
Congratulations to the three teams of Duke of Edinburgh 
Gold award who successfully completed their expedition 
to Snowdonia this half term.  Despite challenging 
weather, the teams impressed their assessor with their 
skills and resilience and were a credit to the school.  Now 
they just have to complete the other aspects of the award 
to be able to claim their badge at Buckingham Palace 
once complete!  In other D of E news, the Bronze, Silver 
and Gold awards for 2020 were launch last Wednesday 
with a lot of enthusiasm from Y9, 10 and 12 students.  
Any students interested but weren’t able to attend 
the parent’s launch, please see Mr Bradbury, Mrs 
Stevens or Mrs Milsom. 
  



 

 Can you or your employer help us raise funds? 
Can you help us? 
Does the company you work for have a match funding policy? 
If you’re not sure please ask. Any money we raise at an event 
could be matched by your employer. It’s a simple way of us 
i n c r e a s i n g o u r f u n d s . G e t i n t o u c h a t 
southamcollegeptsa@gmail.com if you are able to help 
with this. Thanks for your support. 

Pot Luck Bingo Night – Friday 15th November 
Come along and join us for a night that promises to be great 
fun for all the family. Doors open at 6.30pm with eyes down 
at 7.00pm. Family ticket (2 adults and 2 children) £10 
includes one bingo book and a dabber per person. Licensed 
Bar and refreshments available. To book your tickets 
email us at southamcollegeptsa@gmail.com

                         Winning House Trip 2019! 

On Friday 11th October 2019, 343 excited Shakespeare 
students set off for a celebratory day at Alton Towers.  The 
weather was against us but it takes more than a bit of rain to 
dampen the spirits of the winning House! 

The race is already on for 2020…
what are you going to do to 
guarantee your place on the trip 
next year?

SAVE THE DATE: Year  7/8 Disco  28th November 
Details to follow after half term

Competition Results 
Thank you for all of the entries to the European 
Languages Competition! Well done to Whittle 
who won overall and came second.  
1st place: Ioney Hill 8WH3 
2nd place: Mia Valaitis 7WG1 
3rd place: Phoebe Thomas 7GV1 
4th place: Freya Feasey 8SE3
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 Warwickshire Schools 
Inter Area XC Championships Sports Update

The Year 10 netball attended the Emerging Schools Netball Tournament recently and played some 
outstanding netball throughout the evening to take the winners title. 
The girls all played really well not only individually but as a team, which is what we have been working on. 
With a couple of players missing from the squad the defence had to be changed slightly but this did not 
have an impact on the determination and effort from Megan Free, Abi Bourton, Kiera Moore and Mary 
Stewart all making great interceptions and marking the ball down the court. 
The attacking players also had a fantastic impact on the game with Ruby Irving and Holly Yates playing 
the ball around the circle well and feeding some great balls into our shooters Rosie Dillon and Jess Carro 
who as always were on fire with their shooting. 
The girls won all four of their games in a round robin competition. 

Game 1 v Campion 11-0 
Game 2 v NLS 8-0 
Game 3 v Myton 7-2 
Game 4 v Kingsley 11-7 

Coaches Player of the Tournament - Megan Free 
Thank you to Madison Smith for being my assistant coach and scoring. 
Another great evening of netball. Proud of you girls as always. 

Well done to all our runners who competed for the Central Warwickshire Team in the Warwickshire 
Schools Inter Area XC Championships at Stratford on Saturday morning. There were some great 
individual performances and a number of our athletes have qualified for the County team to 
compete in the Inter County XC Champs in Bridgnorth on Saturday 16th November. 

Performance of the day was a commanding run from Madeleine J. to win her race, and team of 
the day were the Inter Girls, who got all 3 girls into the County team. Fantastic running everyone! 

Our runners were: 

Minor Boys (Yr 7) - Tobias C. 5th       Junior Boys (Yr 8 & 9) - Oliver W. 15th 

Junior Girls (Yr 8 & 9) - Madeleine J. 1st 

Inter Boys (Yr 10 & 11) - Austin T. 17th and Oliver S. 22nd 

Inter Girls (Yr 10 & 11) - Elspeth U. 8th, Emily L. 9th and Ana L. 12th 

Year 10 Take Tournament Title
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October Half Term 
Reading Recommendations  

HAPS for book reviews (any book, minimum 50 words.)  Please take reviews to 
the library, email to jones.s6@welearn365.com or put on your Reading Cloud 
account.   

KS3 
Penelope Lively – The Ghost of Thomas Kempe 
Bottles have been smashed, doors slammed and strange messages scrawled 
everywhere. 
And James is being blamed. 
It’s not fair. 
Why won’t his parents believe in ghosts? 
Because the ghost of Thomas Kempe is very real.  And he’s got it in for James … 

Anthony Horowitz – Groosham Grange 
Sent to Groosham Grange as a last resort by his parents, David Eliot quickly discovers 
that his new school is a very weird place indeed.  New pupils are made to sign their 
names in blood, the French teacher disappears every full moon and the assistant 
headmaster keeps something very chilling in his room. 

Derek Landy – Skulduggery Pleasant 
Stephanie’s Uncle Gordon is a writer of horror fiction.  But when he dies and leaves her 
his estate, Stephanie learns that while he may have written horror it certainly wasn’t 
fiction. 
Pursued by evil forces, Stephanie finds help from an unusual source – the wisecracking 
skeleton of a dead sorcerer … 

KS4 
Kim Curran – Slay 
When Milly arrives home to discover that her mum has been taken over by something 
very evil, she finds herself in mortal danger.  But the last people she expects to rescue 
her are the boys in the hottest band on the planet! 
Enter SLAY – playing killer gigs, and slaying killer demons.  Suddenly, Milly’s on the road 
with JD, Tom, Niv, Zek and Connor, helping save the world, one gig at a time … 

Dave Shelton – Thirteen Chairs 
Jack stands in the dark on the landing of the sinister old house.   
He peers through a crack in the door …  
A high-ceilinged room lit only by candles. 
Thirteen chairs, one empty. 
Twelve mysterious storytellers, waiting to begin. 
Will he dare to listen to their stories? 
Will he dare to tell his own? 

Bram Stoker – Dracula 
Count Dracula’s castle is a hellish world where night is day, pleasure is pain and the 
blood of the innocent is prized above all.  Young Jonathan Harker is begged by locals 
not to go there – but business must be done. 
So Jonathan approaches the dark gates and then his nightmare begins.  His beloved 
wife, Mina, and other lost souls have fallen under the Count’s horrifying spell.  Dracula 
must be destroyed … 



 



LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME 
UPDATED INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

S O U T H A M  C O L L E G E

The Supreme Court recently reached a decision in the case of Platt v Isle of Wight Council which has clarified the 
law on unauthorised leave, including holidays, during term time. The parents of children of compulsory school age 
are required to ensure that they attend school on a regular basis. The Supreme Court has made clear that 
attending school ‘regularly’ means that the children must attend school on every day that they are required to do 
so. As such, the parents of any child who is absent from school without authorisation for any length of time are 
likely to be considered as committing an offence under s444 of the Education Act 1996.

Head Teachers retain the ability to authorise leave in accordance with the Education (Pupil Registration) 
(England) Regulations 2006. When considering such requests for a leave of absence, the school are obliged to 
act within the law. Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are 
exceptional circumstances relating to the application. If the leave is granted, head teachers are able to determine 
the number of school days a child can be absent for. 

It is for the Head Teacher to decide what is ‘exceptional’ and it is at their discretion if the circumstances warrant 
the leave to be granted. The school can only consider Leave of Absence requests which are made by the 
‘resident’ parent.

Each application for a leave of absence will be considered on a case by case basis and on its own merits.

Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child will be required to be in 
school on the dates set out in the application. If the child is absent during that period, it will be recorded as an 
unauthorised absence, which may result in legal action being taken against the parent(s), by way of a Fixed 
Penalty Notice.

Failure to make an application for leave in advance can also result in a Fixed Penalty Notice being issued to the 
parent(s).

All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be referred to the Warwickshire 
Attendance Service, part of Warwickshire County Council

It is important to note, Fixed Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each 
absent child, (for example 2 children and 2 parents, means each parent will 
receive 2 invoices in the amount of £120 each, totalling £240 for both children, 
this is reduced to £60 per child if paid within 21 days).

Where a Fixed Penalty Notice is not paid within the required timeframe as set 
out on the notice, the matter will be referred to Warwickshire County Council’s 
Legal Services to consider instigating criminal proceedings under S444 
Education Act 1996. 

Fixed Penalty Notices are issued in accordance with Warwickshire County Council’s Code of Conduct for Penalty Notices.
Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority

Warwickshire Secondary School pupils recorded 10,017 half day 
sessions of absence due to holiday in the Autumn/Spring term during 
academic year 2017/18. This is an increase of 1,122 on the previous year.
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