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The last half term was 
very busy, challenging 
and memorable. 
Students and staff 
worked really hard and 
despite the dark 
evenings and 
changeable weather 
conditions produced 
some wonderful work in 
lessons. Achievement in 
lessons was mirrored by 
fantastic extracurricular 

performances. Students 
continued to excel in 
sporting teams, for 
example cross country 
performances have led to 
national recognition for 
some of our younger 
students. This was added 
to by students going the 
extra mile to support 
projects such as the 
Food Bank appeal, Make 
a Difference Day, 
Christmas Glove 
collection and the 
Amnesty International 
appeal to free Nazanin 
Zaghari-Ratcliffe . It was 
great to see our students 
showing such empathy 
for others, and doing 
everything they can to 

support those less 
fortunate themselves. 

Finally as we enter a 
New Year I think it is 
important to be grateful 
for all the things we 
have, as opposed to all 
the things we would 
want. I am grateful for 
having the opportunity to 
lead such a unique 
school which has such 
talented students, 
hardworking staff and 
supportive parents. 

Have a brilliant New Year 
everyone. 

Mr Samra, Headteacher

Make a Difference Day 2017 - Sixth fornm students share stories with the residents of Galanos House

An Incredibly busy, challenging and memorable half term!



Dance 
Production 2017 
Student Stars On 
and Off Stage 
One hundred and fifty student 
were involved in putting 
together two magical nights of 
incredible dance, gymnastics 
and trampolining. The show is 
performed by students and 
run by students. For the first 
time, Ollie Stuart and Joel 
Hassall led 'The Crew', a team 
of students who show such 
professionalism and pride in 
running the sound and 
lighting for the show. 
 Fantastic tap dance from 
Chantelle Gardner, Amy Latus 
and Poppy Lister got the show 
off to a rhythmical start. Evie 
Robson showed incredible 
flexibility in a fine duet with 

sixth form leadership. The 
expressive Isobelle Williams 
produced a sensationally 
spectacular solo. Miss Walker 
& Sarah Dimambro Denson 
choreographed a gymnastic 
routine for a stage full of 
students, whilst Mrs Mellor 
organised a Mad Hatter's 
Trampoline Tea Party. Michael 
Reading was awarded the Ian 
Clark Trampolining Trophy for 
the quality of his 
performances. 

 The second half started off 
with an incredible 47 students 
performing Sports Acro to 
'Sweet Caroline' using 16 
wooden oars and a 12 foot 
rowing boat as props for their 
stunning gymnastic routine!  A 
special mention goes to the 
incredible trapeze and hoop 
team of Chloe Hurst, Sarah 
and Joe Dimambro-Denson. 
The strength and muscular 
endurance required for these 
slick and dare-devil routines is 
astonishing. The prized last 
act slot was awarded to classy 
dancers Niamh Purnell, Ellie 
Cumberbatch and Molly 
Sharp. 

 Park Lane were our much 
heralded support band and the 
PTSA were again present at 
an event where their 
fundraising has contributed 
£3,000 to light and sound 
equipment that was put to 
great use. 3



 

Well done to all the students that took part in the annual Finger Spellathon.Three students 
from each house made it to the final, a massive well done to all of those who spent time 
learning sign language for the competition. A well worthy winner from Webb Ellis, Will 
Andrews who flew through the words! 
1st Place: Will Andrews (WE)            2nd Place: Poppy Hilton (WH) 
3rd Place: Alice Versey (WE)             4th Place: Imogen Flower (GV) 
Congratulations!   Miss MacLachlan, Mrs Turton, 

Adam Turner, Year 13, Miss Ferguson and the Acting 
Society were delighted to be one of the warm up acts in 
the build up to the annual Southam Christmas lights 
switch on. 
Our students prepared and performed some fantastic 
poems and monologues celebrating the joy of 
Christmas.
Thank you and well done to all who took part!



 

Year 7 and 8 Shoe Box Appeal 
for Southam Food Bank  
Well done to Year 7 and 8 - an amazing 
effort collecting shoeboxes for Southam 
Foodbank.  Winners of the prize for each 
year group will be announced soon.  We are 
really proud of all of you for showing you 
care at Christmas. 

Miss Mann, Mrs Erroi and Mrs Cumberbatch 
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The Skills Show 

In November a group of Year 10 
students visited the Skills Show at the 
NEC. The skills show is the UK's 
largest skills and career event. 
Students were able to engage with 
many employers including BAE 
systems, IBM, Severn Trent and the 
Armed Services. Student experiences 
included laser cutting, stage make up 
and virtual reality design

5 STARS for our Cafeteria 
Many congratulations to Linda Evans 
and her hard working catering team, 
who have once again been award a 5 
star rating in their recent hygiene  
inspection. 

Well done and thank you from 
everyone at Southam College 



 

6

Make a Difference Day 
Students have been raising awareness and talking about the importance of looking after 
ourselves through Mental Health Awareness week.  To end the week, today we had ‘Make a 
Difference day'. This was organised as a  specific day  to celebrate how kind and 
considerate our students are, not just today, but continually in terms of their compassion, 
respect and consideration for others. We could not be any prouder of Southam 
students, especially seeing all of the Acts of kindness today and noting  their hard work 
and effort to take part in the events. 

WHOLE SCHOOL COMMUNITY CLEAN UP - Well done to Head 
Boy Chris and all the student volunteers who went on the 'Whole 
school community clean up' during lunchtimes. A team of 
passionate and enthusiastic students were proud to be cleaning 
up their environment! 
POSITIVE POST - students and staff received their positive post. 
There was some incredibly thoughtful post cards that were sent out and reading a few of them made 
me feel so proud to work at this school. Over 800 Post cards went out 
today, kindly handed out by our students volunteers. Such kind words can 
really make a difference. 
CHARITY CAMPAIGN STALLS - The hall was full of students voting for the 
school charity of the year! A huge well done to year 9 Life Skills classes for 
organising such a fantastic range of stalls to promote numerous charities. 
So much time and effort went into each stall, all students involved should 
be so proud of themselves. We look forward to announcing the final charity 
of the year in the coming weeks, over 600 votes were recorded! Thanks to 
Miss Lippert for making this happen! 

CRAFT CLUB STAND - The Craft Club were 
selling a large array of products, from ear phone 
holders to stress balls! A big thank you to all 
students and staff who gave up their time to 
make these, they were very popular. Thanks to 
Mrs Keech, Mrs Belcher and Mrs Brough for your 
dedication to support the students. 

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS - The Occupational 
Therapists had students participating in a four stage 
activity race. This involved getting them to use an 
adapted fork to fill a tub with skittles, putting socks 
on with a sock aid, putting on a shirt with a button 
aid and using a helping hand grabber to get a sweet 
from the box. Each student was  timed and the top 
three received a prize, 1st place was James Taylor 
8WE3, 2nd place  was Holly Yates 8WH4 and 3rd 
place was Emily Evans 9WGB. Thanks to our fabulous OTs Sam and Lisa for your dedication this 
week! 

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL YOUTH GROUP - The Amnesty International stand was a huge success- 
there are over 500 signatures for the Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe campaign. Nazanin is a British-Iranian 
woman imprisoned in Iran. She’s serving a five-year prison sentence but she hasn’t committed any 
crime. The compassion and interest from all students at this stall was incredible, a big thank you to 
Eloise and Cleo for leading the Amnesty stall today. Mrs Savage has started something extremely 
special with this extra curricular group! 



 

7

FOOD COLLECTION - The charity food collection table was full! 
We look forward to donating these items to local homeless 
shelters. 

SIXTH FORM VISITS 'ENGAGE WITH THE AGED- Well done to all 
students who  went along to meet and chat with residents at 
Galanos House and Tithe Lodge in Southam. 
Overall, both Mental Health Awareness week and Make a difference 
day has been  incredible. What particularly stood out the most this 
year was the huge amount of students who  were passionate and  
interested to participate and stood by their commitment to get involved with so many activities 

It was evident all week that we have a strong, compassionate and caring students 
at Southam College. We wanted to celebrate  this and what a celebration it has 
been!  



  Amnesty Youth Group 
Thank you to all the students and staff at 
Southam College who showed their compassion 
and solidarity to others who are suffering human 
rights abuses. The Amnesty youth group 
successfully gathered over 570 signatures for 
the ‘Free Nazanin’ petition. The Amnesty Youth 
group showed great dedication and effort during 
the week and are currently planning for their 
next campaign which will be focusing on 
‘standing together against hate’. Human Rights 
day will be on the 10th of December and the 
Amnesty group will be running a competition 
during the week to commemorate the day. 

Peace 
Poster 
Competition 

Southam College students have 
taken part in the Lion's Peace 
poster competition. The competition 
is an international contest which 
follows the theme of 'The Future of 
Peace'. Students  were asked to 
create their own interpretation of a 
'future of peace'.  We had a variety 
of entries which made it difficult to 
judge the overall Winner. The 
overall winner was Noah Talue who 
created a 'rainbow nation' of 
tolerance, mutual respect and 
individual liberty. His illustration will 
now go into the Warwickshire Lions 
competition. 

88

Southam College Christmas Trees 
Kindly donated  by Mr Gary Collins of Deppers Bridge Christmas 

Trees 07768 594 363

A massive thank you to John Starley from 
Aims Accountancy who came to speak to 
our Year 12 business students.  
Students developed a business plan for a 
new business and discovered how 
businesses make important decisions.  
We all thoroughly enjoyed it. Thank you
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Sports News
Year 8 Netball Sub Zero Tournament 
3oth November - The year 8 netball teams took part in their 
emerging schools tournament in the freezing temperatures. 
One of the teams – captained by Alana Ashmore; played in one 
division of the tournament against Campion, NLS B and Trinity. 
They played extremely well considering they were new to playing 
with each other, seeing Nel Michniewska taking on some 
impressive shots to see them finish in 2nd place in their division to 
play against Kenilworth in the semi finals. Unfortunately they lost 
3-1, putting them in 4th place overall! 
The other team, captained by Megan Free; played in another 
division against NLS A and Kings High. A few of the key players 
were missing which meant some players had to play out of position 
throughout the competition. The girls took it in turn to play GK 
seeing Charis volunteering on more than one occasion to go into 
the defensive circle. The Southam girls played exceptionally well 
throughout the group to win both matches convincingly 11-0 and 
10-4 to qualify to the semi finals. They met a Kenilworth team in the semi finals but this time they 
were victorious 3-1 due to some brilliant defending from Megan Free and Jess Carro. 
The final saw Southam take on Kingsley in the dropping temperatures; by the end of the full time 
the teams were drawn 3-3. The decision was made that a well deserved draw would be the best 
outcome for both sets of students. 
Well done girls, we were extremely impressed with all of your effort. 
Mrs Turton and Miss Maclachlan 
Coaches Player: Holly Yates  Player’s player: Rosie Dillion Coaches Player: Emily Forster  
Player’s player: Summer Calcutt

English Schools Cross Country Cup Final 
November 27th - A Fantastic Experience for the Southam College Junior Cross Country Team 
at the English Schools Cross Country Cup Final! 
The Junior Girls Cross Country Team made the long journey down to Sevenoaks for the National 
Final of the Cross Country Cup. The Southam team was one of 28 teams who had qualified to 
the final of the event in the whole of England. The course was a very difficult course with tight 
turns and uneven ground throughout but a perfect venue to host the finals on a crisp and cool 
morning. 
The girls ran hard and seemed to take in the lovely venue and views on their route round. 
Elspeth was the first of the Southam Team home in 54th place with a strong finish overtaking 
people on the finishing straight.Madeleine was the second of the Southam runners back in 99th 

place after battling a stitch in the last half of the race. Sienna 
had started extremely strong, however similar to Madeleine 
suffered with a stitch during the second half of the race 
finishing in 121st. Poppy H with a sprint finish saw her finish 
one pace behind Sienna in 122nd. In very quick succession 
Mae and Poppy L came speeding down the finishing straight in 
129th and 132nd to complete the team score. 
It was a lovely experience and a fantastic day. Thank you again 
to the families who made the journey down to support the team 
in their first National Final. 
Well done, Mrs Turton and Miss Maclachlan 
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Equestrian News 
N O V E M B E R 2 3 r d - 
Congratulat ions to Jess 
Warner (yr 9) and her horse 
'Mr Softy' who were placed 
14th at the weekend in a very 
competitive class of 62 riders 
at the Bloxham Schools 
Eventer Challenge series 
held at Aston le Walls. Mr 
Softy wasn't too keen at first 
but once he'd spotted the 
water there was no stopping 
him and went on to produce a 
super double clear and a 
result to be proud of. 
Well done Jess.

Year 10 Rugby 
Boys II Men, but it is just the start of the road! 
November 20th - The Year 10 Rugby team came of age 
on a wet, cold morning on Saturday at Southam. Against 
a s t r o n g L a w r e n c e S h e r i f f t e a m , t h a t h a d 
comprehensively beaten us last year, it would have been 
easy to have put in a half-hearted display, but this year 
we have developed a mature resilience and tenacity, 
giving us the belief that we can complete on a level with 
any team. 
A spirited front row, fierce tackling from our forwards and 
centres, some excellent kicking under intense pressure 
and great support, kept Lawrence Sheriff out until right at 
the end of the first half. Still a score of 0-7 was a massive 
improvement on their last encounter. 
With a couple of changes at the break, we started with 
the same endeavour, taking the match to Lawrence 
Sheriff, but some of the relentless contact was starting to 
take it's toll. They crossed a few more times with some 
well executed moves, but with the clock ticking down, we 
were able to exert some pressure of our own and when 
Alfie Potter crossed at the end we got our just rewards for 
a wonderfully spirited display. 
It was a mightily impressive effort from all the team, and 
picking a Man of the Match impossible, from the tireless 
tackling of Freddie hart and Ben Irving, to the line busting 
runs from Charlie Thwaites, Joe Bramley and Mackenzie 
Spillman-Penn and some fantastic last-ditch tackling from 
Greg Virr. 
Mr MacGibbon 
 

Netball News 
NOVEMBER 3rd - At Kings 
High playing fields the Year 10 
League Night Round 2 took 
place. The team played Kings 
High; Myton & Kenilworth to 
finish off their matches. All the 
girls played brilliantly and as 
result they won two of the 
three games. The game 
a g a i n s t M y t o n w a s a n 
unfortunate loss and not 
deserved! The team were 
fantastic and worked so hard 
throughout; they fought back to 
nearly win but just missed out 
at the final whistle. 
Results as follows; 
Southam vs Kings High  7–6 
Southam vs Myton  4-6 
Southam vs Kenilworth  12–5
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME 
UPDATED INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

S O U T H A M  C O L L E G E

The Supreme Court recently reached a decision in the case of Platt v Isle of Wight Council which has clarified the 
law on unauthorised leave, including holidays, during term time. The parents of children of compulsory school age 
are required to ensure that they attend school on a regular basis. The Supreme Court has made clear that 
attending school ‘regularly’ means that the children must attend school on every day that they are required to do 
so. As such, the parents of any child who are absent from school without authorisation for any length of time are 
likely to be considered as committing an offence under s444 of the Education Act 1996.

Head Teachers retain the ability to authorise leave in accordance with the Education (Pupil Registration) 
(England) Regulations 2006. When considering such requests for a leave of absence, the school are obliged to 
act within the law. Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are 
exceptional circumstances relating to the application. If the leave is granted, head teachers are able to determine 
the number of school days a child can be absent for. 

It is for the Head Teacher to decide what is ‘exceptional’ and it is at their discretion if the circumstances warrant 
the leave to be granted. The school can only consider Leave of Absence requests which are made by the 
‘resident’ parent.

Each application for a leave of absence will be considered on a case by case basis and on its own merits.

Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child will be required to be in 
school on the dates set out in the application. If the child is absent during that period, it will be recorded as an 
unauthorised absence, which may result in legal action being taken against the parent(s), by way of a Fixed 
Penalty Notice.

Failure to make an application for leave in advance can also result in a Fixed Penalty Notice being issued to the 
parent(s).

All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be referred to the Attendance, 
Compliance and Enforcement Service of Warwickshire County Council

It is important to note, Fixed Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each 
absent child, (for example 2 children and 2 parents, means each parent will 
receive 2 invoices in the amount of £120 each, totalling £240 for both children, 
this is reduced to £60 per child if paid within 21 days).

Where a Fixed Penalty Notice is not paid within the required timeframe as set 
out on the notice, the matter will be referred to Warwickshire County Council’s 
Legal Services to consider instigating criminal proceedings under S444 
Education Act 1996. 

Fixed Penalty Notices are issued in accordance with Warwickshire County Council’s Code of Conduct for 
Penalty Notices.

Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is 
our shared priority


