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As we bask in the glorious 
sunshine of an exceptional 
summer there is once 
again much to be proud of 
at Southam College. The 
last half term has been 
predictably busy; Year 11, 
12,and Year 13 have 
completed their external 
examinations during which 
their conduct was 
exceptional. 270 students 
who will be joining us in 
Year 7 in September 
enjoyed two fantastic 
induction days and really 
impressed us all with their 
eagerness to come to the 
College. 

Whilst these events have 
been going on provision for 
students’ learning in the 
classroom has been 
supplemented with a huge 
array of extra curricular 
opportunities. These have 
included trips to Art 
Galleries in London, 
residential visits to 
Uganda, , Spain and 
Germany and Duke of 
Edinburgh expeditions to 
the Peak District. In school 
we have had an immensely 
successful Pride week and 
wonderful Debating and 
Spelling competitions 
involving students from 
Year 5 to Year 13. We 
have had our 60th 
anniversary celebrations 
reflecting the success of 
the school since it was 
opened in 1958, and a 
fantastic Music and 
Technology evening 
festival. 

As we go into the summer 
break we are already 
planning events for the 
2018/19 academic year. 
Staff are developing even 
more opportunities to 
provide amazing 
memorable experiences for 
students which will stay 
with them for the rest of 
their lives and help them 
develop into mature, 
confident, resilient adults. 
None of the above is 
possible without the 
dedication of our 
inspirational staff, 
supportive parents and 
outstanding students. 
Together you have created 
a wonderful ethos which 
allows the school to 
flourish. 

Well done everybody and 
have lovely summer.  

Mr Samra, Headteacher

2

Much to be proud of at Southam College

Year 11 Prom - July 2018
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Go Further Week
We constantly look for ways to enrich, engage and challenge our students. We believe all 
students need challenge, even those who perform highly on a day-to-day basis. 
Go Further week is about challenging students in new ways. We have had an exciting 
programme of events, starting with Monday’s story-writing workshop delivered by the Story 
Museum: using shape-shifting metaphors, Year 7 students planned their own writing. This 
encouraged students to use their own voice: their ideas, their message. 
We also had a visitor from Parliament who spoke about change and whose views sparked 
some lively debate amongst students. 
Tuesday brought problem solving workshops in maths; these pushed Year 7 and 8 students to 
use critical thinking skills: vital for the future. 
Dreadlock Alien, a renowned spoken word poet, took Year 9 students out of their comfort zone 
writing and performing their own poetry. Staff were astounded at the increased confidence in 
students’ speaking skills in a single session. 
Journalism is the pinnacle of critical thinking and a group of Year 
7 and 8 students spent a day producing a newspaper in its 
entirety from concept to printing. These skills foster individual 
voices and students’ confidence in their own opinions. 
The spectacular finale of the week brought the house down! The 
Big Debate encompassed a cross section of years and houses 
and culminated in a final battle of wits, words and wisdom. 

A huge thank you from the Go Further Team to 
all the students who took part and the staff 
who worked hard to support events.

The History department were once again proud to take 
almost 100 student on the WWI Battlefields trip this year, 
this time including 15 students from Bilton School.  We 
visited a range of important sites connected to the Battle 
of the Somme and the fighting on the Ypres Salient, with 
student favourites including Talbot House and the 
trenches at Hill 62 Sanctuary Wood.  The students 
showed great respect and appreciation for the soldiers we 
were commemorating, as shown in the impeccable 
behaviour at the Last Post Ceremony at which 3 of our 
students laid a wreath on behalf of Southam College and 
Bilton School.  

Mrs Gough, Head of History

Year 9 Battlefields Trip



 

With temperatures climbing 
into the early 30s, 
conditions were very 
pleasant for spectators but 
not necessarily ideal for the 
competitors in the annual 
College Sports Day. The 
ice-cream vendors did a 
roaring trade (a hugely 
popular addition, it seems) 
as the sun beat down on 
the track throughout the 
day. Considering the 
toughness of the conditions 
– especially for the longer 
distances like 800m and 
1500m – the performances 
on the day were very 
impressive indeed, and a 
large number of School 
records were broken. 

Shakespeare came out on 
top in an extremely tight 
House competition (winning 
by just 12 points or one 
race victory). This is their 
first ever victory at Sports 
Day, but their strength 
throughout all the year 
groups means that the 
remaining houses will have 
to work hard to dethrone 
them next year. 

I’d like to take this 
opportunity to thank all the 
participants for contributing 
to what was such an 
enjoyable and successful 
occasion, completed in a 
great spirit of friendly rivalry, 
which resulted in some 
really impressive athletic 
prowess. I’d also like to 
thank Wasps RFC, 
Southam Leisure Centre 
and the legions of teachers 
and other staff – with 
particular gratitude to those 
who arrived at 6.30am – for 
their very hard work in 
making sure this event was 
a real success. 

Mr Lowden, Head of P.E.
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SPORTS DAY 2018 



 

On June 19th our Year 13 students enjoyed a stylish celebration at Dallas Burston Polo 
Club, Southam. 
It was a fitting way to celebrate the end of two years of study for all and for some, seven 
years as a student at Southam College. We hope you look back on these days as a 
student at Southam College with sentimentality in years to come. 
We look forward to celebrating with you on A level results day, Thursday 16th August. All 
the best for the future.   The Sixth Form Team

We celebrated our first Pride 
Week at Southam College this 
year, recognising and celebrating 
a range of different identities 
under the LGBT+ umbrella. 
Students took part in cake sales, 
f i lm show ings , v i s i t s f r om 
speakers and raised over £90 
w h i c h w i l l b e d o n a t e d t o 
Mermaids, a charity supporting 
gender diverse and transgender 
children. The Equalities Society 
also spent their lunch times 
supervising information stalls, 
s h a r i n g i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t 
d i f ferent ident i t ies and d id 
themselves proud, showing 
dedication, maturity and kindness 
across the week. The school has 
a display board of all the reasons 
to be proud of students and staff 
at the college as a reminder of 
the values of Pride Week and 
students are already planning 
h o w t o m a k e n e x t y e a r ' s 
c e l e b r a t i o n s e v e n m o r e 
successful! 

We say ‘Goodbye’ to Year 13



 

Year 10 Mock Interviews

The Employability Skills  
On Tuesday 26th, Wednesday 27th and Thursday 28th June, 
Year 10 students took part in the Employability Skills Mock 
Interviews. We welcomed many employers across several 
different companies to Southam College. We have been very 
impressed by the maturity and professionalism of the students, 
particularly in terms of their efforts to prepare their own CV 
and Cover letter. Some students went above and beyond by 
spending their own time planning for questions to ask the 
employers which really impressed the interview team. 
Nicky Clift from Alumet Systems UK stated ‘It is so important 
that students are prepared for finding employment and 
knowing what employers are looking for.  The Employability 
Skills lessons are invaluable to this process and it is obvious 
that they have a positive impact when it comes to doing the 
mock interviews’. 
Despite some nerves at times, students still pushed 
themselves to try their best and have a go. The Life Skills 
teachers have been impressed by the fantastic all round effort 
with the Employability Skills topic and we are really proud of 
you all. We look forward to hearing feedback on your Work 
Experience placements over the summer. A huge thank you 
to all of the employers who kindly gave up their time to support 
the year 10 students in order to help further their skills and 
confidence but also provide them with such a memorable 
experience. 

Mrs Campbell-Birch, Mr Hughes and the Life Skills team. 



 

 

On Wednesday the 4th July, the Photography Department took students from years 
9, 10 and 12 to London to the Tate Modern Art Gallery where they visited the ‘Shape 
of Light’ exhibition detailing the emergence of Abstraction in Art and Photography. 
Students also toured the permanent collection and had the opportunity to walk 
across the Millenium bridge and enjoy the amazing views of the London skyline. The 
Art Department also took more than 60 Year 10 Art students to London, visiting Tate 
Modern, the National Gallery and Tate Britain. A great day was had by all! 

Art Trip to London

Sixth Form Induction Programme 
On Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd July, we welcomed 150 
Students to the Southam College Sixth Form Induction days. 
We were delighted to see a large number of Southam College 
students who wish to continue their education with us. We also 
warmly welcomed several external students from a range of 
different schools. 

Students received a welcome presentation and Elevate 
Education delivered a study skills session. This included 
i m p o r t a n t t i p s i n c l u d i n g 
characteristics of ‘peak performing’ 
s tuden ts , t he impor tance o f 
a positive mindset, goals, time 
m a n a g e m e n t a n d b e a t i n g 
procrastination. 

We would like to say a big well done to all students who have 
made an excellent first impression during the two days. The 
current year 12 Prefects also demonstrated brilliant leadership 
throughout, thank you for your time and effort Prefects! 



 
  Year 10 

Marle Hall Trip 
Year 10 Geography students enjoyed a 
fantastic 3 day trip to North Wales in June. 
While staying at Marle Hall, they collected 
data for their Unit 3 exam next year which 
included a day carrying out a source to mouth 
study of the Aber River. Students also 
examined traffic management in Llandudno. 
We are also pleased to say that every student 
completed the challenge of making it to the 
top of Snowdon and every group had a clear 
view from the top. A lovely few days, well 
done Year 10! 

Duke of 
Edinburgh 
Congratulations to all of 
our students who attended 
the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award presentation 
evening last night and 
received their awards.  
We know how hard our 
students work towards their 
Duke of Edinburgh Award 
and we are extremely 
proud of all them.
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Trip to Spain 
On Tuesday 23rd June, we 
departed to Barcelona, Spain. A 
first time abroad for a few 
students. The students were 
very excited about practising 
their Spanish and learning more 
about the culture. Throughout 
the week there were many trips 
and visits. On the first full day, 
students visited Reus, the birth 
place of Gaudí. Later in the 
week this was followed up by a 
visit to the impressive cathedral, 
La Sagrada Familia, designed 
by Catalan architect Gaudí. 
Parc Güell was another Gaudí-
i n s p i r e d s t o p w h e r e h i s 
personal s ty le o f organic 
shapes could clearly be noted. 
After the hustle and bustle of 
Barcelona, students enjoyed a 
day at Port Aventura, the 6th 
most visited theme park in 
Europe. This was a day for 
using Spanish food vocabulary 
recently acquired in lessons. 
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Year 11 Prom 2018 
What a fantastic night. Students and staff were 
glammed up and looking cool on a hot night! Prom 
dresses were stunning and peaky blinders were in 
full attendance. I was most grateful to former student 
Damien Edge and 'green claws' who gave his 
services free of charge, traveling all the way to and 
from Worcester to give us the 5ft Southam Prom 
2018 letters - a definite wow factor and proof of great 
community spirit from our students past and present.  
My highlight of the night was seeing Rory Cooper 
turn up in his tractor! A true individual who knows 
where he is going - what a star. 
The moves on the dance floor were something to 
behold and the photo booth images were great, 
( including Mrs Herbage!). Thank you to staff for 
giving their time up to support fantastic students in 
their final farewell shebang! Mr Elkerton



 

Sports News
SPORTING SUCCESS! 
Well done to Y12 student Dom Priest who 
recently performed brilliantly, finishing 8th, in 
the Duathlon World Championship (16-19 
AG), in Odense, Denmark. 

Town Championships 
July 3rd - Year 7 & 8 athletics teams went to Edmonscote to 
compete against local schools. There were some amazing 
success stories!  
The year 7 boys team won overall and the year 8 boys and 
girls teams both came 3rd. James Pelter came 3rd in his 
1500m and Jonathan Ingram came 2nd in his 800m. Cornell 
Reid came 1st in his javelin and 2nd in his 100m sprint. 

Madeleine Jacks and Elspeth Unitt 
came 1st in their 1500m races and the 
year 7 & 8 girls team came 2nd in their 
relay. 
Overall it was a hugely successful day 
- every student represented the school extremely well and 
did themselves and each other proud. Well done to 
everyone! 
Miss MacLachlan, Mr MacGibbon, Mr Ginger & Miss 
Chadwick 

House Tennis Competition 
Congratulations to Sebastian P Y9 for winning 
the tennis singles competition and to Freddie L 
Y7 & Callum B Y7 for winning the doubles 
competition at the first annual ‘Southam 
Championships’. 
The standard of tennis was exceptional and it 
was fantastic to see good acts of sportsmanship 
through shaking hands at the end of each 
match. 
Well done to all who participated! 






