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The last half term of Southam 
has been simply incredible! 
Students in all year groups 
have had the opportunity to 
participate in a huge range of 
memorable experiences, 
these include: 
· Technology /Art Music 
Festival. 
· Visits to Spain, Germany, 
France/Belgium, Kingswood 
Residential Centre. 

· Duke of Edinburgh 
Expedition. 
· World Record breaking 
Human Poppy event. 
· Sailing Trip. 
I am thankful and grateful for 
having such a wonderful 
group of dedicated staff who 
are constantly going the extra 
mile to ensure that a vast 
array of memorable 
experiences are provided 
throughout the year. 
These experiences in addition 
to the relentless focus on 
achievement help to make 
Southam a fantastic school in 
which to be educated. 
With the summer holidays 
upon us I want to wish you all 
an enjoyable and restful 
break. For students awaiting 

examination results please try 
not to be too nervous. The 
papers have been sat and 
marked and there is nothing 
that can be changed. 
Whatever the results, I know 
you have worked hard and I 
could not be more proud of 
you all. 
As students and staff go off 
on a well-earned break, work 
at the school will continue. 
We are aiming to have new 
changing rooms in the gym 
and a new careers area and 
staff room ready for students 
and staff to use in 
September! 
Have a great holiday 
everyone. 

Mr Samra, Headteacher
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Incredible half term!
Human Poppy Guinness World Record
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Year 9 Cirdan Cailing Trip
Our Southam College crew of 14 students and 2 staff members thoroughly enjoyed their 
voyage on the Cirdan Sailing Trust’s Queen Galadriel from 3rd – 7th July, and all left with a 
brilliant experience and many new memories. We sailed East along the South Coast from 
Poole to Dover, stopping off in Osbourne Bay in the Isle of Wight and Eastbourne. 

For many it was their first time on a sailing boat, and staying away from home on a 
residential trip. The development of friendships and team work within the group was a thrill 
to see and these, along side many others, are skills that they will able to use for many years 
to come, helping them to achieve success both at Southam College and in their lives 
beyond. 
Mr MacGibbon, Head of Year 9

The History department and 99 Year 9 students have just 
returned from a fabulous trip to Northern France and 
Belgium on our annual WWI Battlefields trip.  We visited 
sites connected to the Battle of the Somme and across 
the Ypres-Salient area; for example, Thiepval, Vimy 
Ridge, and Talbot House.  Students were struck by the 
scale of loss and sacrifice, especially evident from visiting 
cemeteries such as Tyne Cot and Langemark (a German 
military cemetery).  We were really impressed with the 
attitude of students and the respect they showed these 
very important sites.  Here's to next year! 

Mrs Gough, Head of History

Year 9 Battlefields Trip



Art & Photography Exhibition
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This year’s A Level Fine Art and Photography exhibition happily coincided with the 
colleges’ inaugural Arts and Music Festival and so we had many more visitors through 
the doors than usual. As in previous years, visitors were met with work of breadth and 
diversity in both content and style. Credit should go to all exhibitors for their hard work 
but those attracting the most attention, for very different reasons, were short films by 
Emily Cousins, Lydia Folkes-Skinner, Ellie Marriott and Honor Fitz-Maurice, Ellen 
Courtney-Thompson’s dense and intricate yarn drawing installation and Anya Bennett’s 
painstakingly detailed triptych which achieved the feat of seeming simultaneously 
figurative and abstract. In the Photography exhibition Ben Jones’s images were striking 
for the impartial depictions of ubiquitous and banal objects. These were cleverly offset 
by accompanying descriptions of their environmentally damaging properties. Very 
different films by Isobel Folkes-Skinner and Lukje Davies, respectively, gave the viewer 
both intensity and introspection alongside a Gothic narrative channelling the Hammer 
Horror franchise and bringing Edgar Allen-Poe’s “The Raven” to life. 

Mr Valentine, Head of Art



SPORTS DAY 
With rain falling as I left home 
on the morning of Sports Day 
2017 and temperatures failing 
to reach those of the previous 
week, I was starting to think 
that the athletic gods were 
against us. However, as staff 
reinforcements, tempted by the 
offer of bacon and coffee, laid 
out the foundations for what 
proved to be a hugely 
successful event. 

Special mention must go to the 
Year 10 students, for many this 
was their final Sports Day. 
Their support, for their friends, 
team mates and wider house 
population was commendable 
and led the way for others to 
follow. They competed with 
great determination and 

camaraderie. The atmosphere 
of cheerful enthusiasm and an 
ethos of ‘pitching in’ for the 
team made for an extremely 
enjoyable event. Fin Purnell 
exhibited this perfectly when he 
entered the 1500m at the last 
minute and went on to win. Izzy 
Fairhurst flew over the hurdles 
without breaking stride, Aimee 
Brookes threw the javelin 
further than any female in the 
school before, Will Eadon 
jumped higher than most 
people in the school, the Y7 
boys set a new 4 x 200m 
record. 

I’d like to take this opportunity 
to thank all the participants for 
contributing to what was such 
an enjoyable and successful 
occasion, completed in a great 
spirit of friendly rivalry and 
which also saw some really 
impressive athletic prowess. I’d 
also like to thank the legions of 
teachers and other staff – with 
particular gratitude to the PE 
department – for their very 
hard work in making sure this 
event ran smoothly. Oh, and 
Godiva won the overall 
Athletics Cup. 

Mr Lowden, Head of P.E.
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 Southam Music and Arts Fest

Southam Music and Arts Fest 
was a big success.  
The evening started with an energetic 
showcase of the Singing Playgrounds 
project by the fabulous children from 
Southam, Bishop's Itchington and Byfield 
Primary schools. Throughout the rest of the 
evening performers across The Music Hub 

and The Village stages treated the audience to a huge variety of 
music. Meanwhile the Fine Art and Photography Exhibition and 
the Technology Exhibition showcased fantastic pieces of art and 
design work from students in all year groups. Even the audience 
got creative, enjoying workshops in printing techniques, world 
drumming and band skills with Yamaha Music. The whole 
evening was a testament to the dedication, creativity and passion 
of so many Southam College students. 
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With the beautiful summer weather now upon us, the Year 10 Art classes 
recently embarked on the "Tate to Tate" Art trip, visiting some of the UK's most prestigious 
Galleries in London.  Starting with the Tate Modern, the pupils soaked up all they could 
from one of the world's leading modern art galleries, looking at various types of art, ranging 
from sculpture, to video and sound installations. 

Next stop on the trip, the National Gallery in Trafalgar 
Square. Here you will find some of the most prestigious 
and well celebrated pieces of art works  such as Van 
Gogh's sunflowers. The students were so enthusiastic 
and really took on board and appreciated all the 
glorious art work the National Gallery had to offer.  

After the cultural visit to the National Gallery and a 
lunch stop at Leicester Square, we journeyed on to our 
final stop the Tate Britain. Seeing famous sights along 
the way, the students were still fully emerged in the arts 
and really delved into exploring some of Britain's 
greatest artists.  

The Art students were sensational and truly did the department, and school proud. Not 
only did they embrace the art world but also the ways of London fantastically. The students 
were sincere polite and always positive, and it was an absolute  pleasure to take the year 
10's on this brilliant life changing experience. Mr Phillips. 
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Year 10 Art Trip to London
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It is an unofficial Guinness World Record! 
2609 people aged from 5 to over a 100 congregated at 
Southam College to make the most impressive human 
poppy!  

The event was inspired by Mike Dargan and marked the 
50th anniversary of the wonderful Galanos House British 
Legion Care Home. 

This was a terrific community event with students and 
staff from Southam College, Bilton School, Southam 
Primary, St Lawrence, St James, St Mary's, Long 
Itchington and Harbury combining with residents, friends 
and staff from Galanos House and branches of the WI. 
Independent witness from the Rotary and from the Army 
played a crucial and much appreciated role as 
independent witnesses. 
Thank you to everyone that contributed to a day which 
put a smile on thousands of faces and marked a 
milestone for a much respected local institution. Special 
thanks to Catteralls Coaches who supplied ten free 
coaches to bring in children from the surrounding schools. 



 
 

On Friday 14th July, Southam 
College Sixth Form students 
headed out to Ghana! You can keep 
up to date on th is amazing 
a d v e n t u r e b y f o l l o w i n g o u r 
Facebook page. 
www.facebook.com/southamcollege/ 

Year 10 
Marle Hall Trip 
It's that time of year again ... 90 of our GCSE 
Geographers headed off to Snowdonia last week to 
complete fieldwork, climb Snowdon and eat a lot of 
lovely Marle Hall cakes.  This year the weather was 
very kind and some students even climbed Snowdon 
in the sunshine, they were rewarded with amazing 
views of the landscape from the top, and a great 
sense of achievement.  Students completed two 
different studies, one about coastal processes and 
the other about the impact of tourism in Betws-Y-
Coed.  As always, the students were a credit to the 
school and now have the the data and field 
experience needed for their GCSE exam in Year 11. 

Thank you to all of the non-Geography staff who 
gave up their time to attend the trip, and a big 
thank you and goodbye to Mr Clarke.   

Year 8 
German Trip 
In June, 9 teachers and 80 
Year 8 students spent four 
fantastic days in Germany, 
near Boppard am Rhein. 
Whilst there, they enjoyed a 
boat cruise, a chairlift ride 
over Rüdesheim, views of the 
beautiful Lorelei statue, 
swimming, a Chocolate 
Museum and a visit to the 
theme park Phantasialand. 
The students were keen to 
use their German in shops, 
ordering their Spaghetti-Eis in 
the Eiscafé, and around 
towns. The students were 
positive, enthusiastic and 
polite throughout the trip and 
an extremely well behaved 
group, who did the school 
proud. The trip finished with a 
day of sightseeing in Cologne, 
which students (and staff) 
loved, and a dance-off at the 
disco. Thank you to the staff 
for all their help and to the 
Year 8 students for being 
brilliant and having excellent 
attitudes. 
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Trip to Spain 
On Tuesday 4th July, the MFL 
department took 45 students to 
Catalonia, Spain. During the 5 
day visit students took part in a 
number of different trips and 
activit ies l inked to Spanish 
culture and heritage. These 
included a visit to the birth place 
of Antoni Gaudi, the city of Reus, 
a day trip to Barcelona, where 
students visited Parc Guell, La 
S a g r a d a F a m i l i a a n d L a s 
Ramblas. They also had a great 
day at Port Aventura theme park. 
There were a number of activities 
aimed at improving students 
skills in Spanish including the 
a n n u a l s a n d s c u l p t u r e 
competition, this year won by 
Mrs Turton's group. All of the 
students had a fantastic trip and 
got really involved in all of the 
activities. They embraced the 
Spanish culture and the Spanish 
way of life and we really hope 
that they remember the trip as 
one o f the i r h igh l i gh ts a t 
Southam College. Many thanks 
to all staff and students who took 
part and helped to make the 
experience such a memorable 
one. 
 Mr Johnson
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Year 11 Prom 2017 
This years prom was a lovely occasion which 
gave us all the opportunity of being together for 
one final time before we head into the Summer 
break and whatever next year may bring. It was 
great to see so many Year 11 students looking 
wonderful in all of their dresses and suits. Prom 
is always one of my highlights of having a Year 
group and it has been yet another memorable 
experience for all of us. I would like to take this 
opportunity to say thank you to all of the staff 
and students involved in organising this event. 
The Year 11 team would like to say have a 
wonderful Summer and good luck to all of you 
with your exam results in August. 
Mr Johnson, Head of Year 11



 

Sports News
A big thank you to the amazing sports leaders in 
year 9 & 10 who helped at the primary school 
athletics on Tuesday 13th June. We could not 
have organised the event without you!! There 
were some fantastic comments from parents and 
teachers who were really impressed with your 
mature and professional approach. We were so 
proud to see you leading warm-up's, helping with 
the events and supporting the primary school 
children. 

Year 9 and 10 Sports Leaders

County School Games Competition
On Thursday 6th July 2017 the Year 9 Rounders 
team represented Southam College and the 
Central Warwickshire area in the County School 
Games Level 3 Competition. The girls took part 
in a Rounders tournament which consisted of 15 
other schools across the Coventry, Solihull and 
Warwickshire areas. 
The tournament started with the girls playing in 
the group stages where they competed against 
Higham Lane School; Coleshill School and 
Stratford Grammar School. The girls played 
brilliantly winning two and losing one game by 
half a rounder and therefore came second overall 
in their group. 
As result of coming second the girls were playing against all the other schools who 
finished second in their groups to fight for 5th, 6th, 7th or 8th position overall. The 
other schools included St Martins School; Lode Heath School and Blue Coats 
School. With shorter innings due to time constraints the girls risked everything; they 
produced some superb batting and kept the fielding tight as possible. The Year 9 
Team did all that they could after a long day in the heat and managed to win one 
game, draw one game and lose one game. This meant that Southam College 
achieved 6th Place overall out of 15 other schools in the whole of Coventry, Solihull 
and Warwickshire area. This was a brilliant achievement! 
Well done to all the girls played, they did Southam College, the Central Area and 
most of all themselves extremely proud. Thank you for a wonderful and exciting day 
of competition and performance. Miss Evans 
The Year 9 Rounders Team – Amy Rigg (C); Cerys James; Maria Timms; Kacie 
Morby; Lucy Taylor; Cara Andrews; Carmen Ellis-Greenway; Lucy Parker; Sophie 
Miller; Ciara Askew, and Grace White.




