
QUESTIONS 

AND TIMING 

IN ESSENCE, WHAT 

IS THIS QUESTION 

ASKING YOU TO DO? 

HOW MANY 

MARKS ARE 

AVAILABLE? 

WHAT ARE YOU BEING MARKED ON? TOP TIPS/ADVICE FOR THIS 

QUESTION: 

READING 1 

 

5 mins reading 

the source and 

5 mins writing 

 Pick four true things 

about the text 

 4  Whether you can spot explicit (obvious) 

and implicit (hidden) info. Using inference 

(reading between the lines). 

 Circle the section it wants you to get the 

info from so you don’t get it from 

elsewhere. Read the question carefully. 

Try to use the explicit ones that are more 

likely to get you a mark.  

READING 2 

 

10 mins 

 Analysing language 

devices and the word 

choice of the author 

 8  Picking language devices and analysing 

precisely why the author did them. Looking 

at the connotations of words and the 

effects. Using quotes. 

 Don’t use vague phrases like ‘for effect’. 

Say specifically why that device has been 

chosen here. Consider the impact on the 

reader.  

READING 3 

 

10 mins 

 Analysing structural 

choices made by the 

author 

 8  Noticing structural choices and explaining 

why the author has done them. Using 

quotes/evidence.  

 Discuss things like: order of events and 

focus shifts mainly. Then within these: 

tension/suspense, climax, paragraphing, 

flashbacks/forwards, dream sequences, 

punctuation, perspective, dialogue. 

READING 4 

 

25 mins 

 Agreeing or disagreeing 

with the statement while 

at the same time 

analysing both language 

and structure 

 20  Forming an opinion and maintaining it. Using 

quotations. Analysing language and 

structural devices and the effects.  

 Write in detail and really stick to a clear 

argument where you sound confident with 

your opinion. Prove it with great quotes and 

explain the effects of the devices.  

WRITING 5 

 

45 mins 

 

5 mins 

checking 

 Writing to describe or 

narrate  

 40 (24 content 

and 16 SPAG) 

 Writing in a unique way and avoiding cliché. 

Using great vocab throughout. Writing in 

detail.  Making the paragraphs link and flow.  

Using the correct tone of voice.  

If it’s a narrate you will need some dialogue 

and action too. 

 Choose the describe question if possible, 

then you don’t have to think about plot and 

characterisation. 

Remember the SPAG 16 marks 

Learn ambitious vocab. Spend a lot of time 

on tiny detail.  

 


