
9.3 How successful have methods of punishment
been from 1900 to today?
Methods of punishment in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries

Continuity Prison has continued to be seen as a place Change A shift of attitude away from retribution and
of imprisonment, a building which isolates criminals physical punishment towards rehabilitation with the
from society ending of corporal and capital punishment and a move

towards considering alternatives to prison sentences

Changing attitudes to punishment
The changing attitudes towards punishment which began in the
Victorian period continued into the twentieth century.

During the twentieth century, public attitudes turned against inflicting
pain as a punishment.

• In 1914 flogging male prisoners was limited as a punishment and
was abolished in 1948 (it had been abolished for women in 1820).

• In 1986 it became illegal to use the cane for punishment in schools.
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Attitudes towards the abolition of capital punishment strengthened
during the twentieth century.

Arguments in favour of abolition Arguments against abolition

• An innocent personmay be hanged • Hanging is the ultimate deterrent
• Hangingis not reallya deterrent asmost murdershappen • A deadmurderercannot kill again

impulsively • Keepinga murderer in prison is expensive
• Hanging is barbaric • A hangedmurderergets what he/shedeserves
• Eventhe worst personmay be reformed • Hangingsatisfiesthe victim's family and the
• Thecrime ratehasnot increasedin countrieswhich have public

abolishedcapital punishment
• Hangingcanmakemartyrsof criminalssuchasterrorists

Two cases in the 1950s highlighted the debate about
capital punishment:

• Derek Bentley (1933-53): hanged after being
found guilty of being an accomplice in the murder
of a police officer, during a burglary. Bentley was
said to have a mental age of 10 and his execution
caused great controversy. The actual murderer
was 16-year-old Christopher Craig, who could not
be hanged because he was a juvenile.

• Ruth Ellis (1926-55): the last woman to be
hanged in the UK after being convicted of
murdering her lover David Blakely.Many claimed
it was a 'crime of passion'.

These hangings strengthened the case for abolishing
capital punishment.

• The Homicide Act (1957) abolished hanging
for all murders except for the murder of a police
officer, murder by shooting or murder while
resisting arrest.

• The Abolition of the Death Penalty Act
(1969) made all hanging illegal and finally ended
capital punishment in the UK.

• The last hanging in the UK took place on 13
August 1964 when two men, Peter Allen and
Gwynne Evans,were hanged for the murder of
A.J. West, whom they had set out to rob.

Revision taski Using the inform~~'i'~'~";;'~~;~";~~~'i'~'~:"~~~;~'i'~"~~'~'·········1

i part played by each of the following in the move to i
i end capital punishment: Derek Bentley; Ruth Ellis; .l Homicide Act; Abolition of the Death PenaltyAct.
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The twentieth century witnessed a long debate
between the contrasting views of punishment:

• Retribution: imprisonment itself was not 'the
punishment'; prisoners should undertake hard
labour, be locked up in solitary cells and not have
visitors; a view inherited from the Victorian period.

• Rehabilitation: prison was 'the punishment'; being
locked up and losing freedom was punishment
in itself; prisoners should be helped to change
their attitudes and behaviour through counselling,
education and training; a view dominant in the
second half of the twentieth century.

Changes to imprisonment
The abolition of corporal and capital punishment meant that, during
the twentieth century, there were changes to imprisonment.

Key termsAn Act of 1908 set up the system of using borstals for the
punishment of 15- to 21-year-olds. Borstals were organised along very
strict rules and were designed to be educational rather than places of
punishment. The use of corporal punishment (the birch) was abolished
in 1962. In 1969 the minimum age to be sent to borstal was raised to
17 years. Borstals were finally abolished in 1982.

I~:~:~~:n~I;~~r;;~:~,n~., '::
t offenders
~Birch - a type of caneusedfor
~punishment
..............................................................................



Violent young offenders were placed into Youth Custody. This
removed them from their bad environment and attempted to reform
them. In 1988 Detention Centres were replaced by Young Offenders'
Institutions, which are again meant for reform. They cater for 18- to
21-year-olds and inmates receive 25 hours of education a week.

Apart from the Young Offenders' Institutions, offenders under the age
of 21 can be given a custodial sentence at these other places:

• Secure Training Centres: these house vulnerable young people up
to the age of 17 in a secure environment and aim to prevent
re-offending through education and rehabilitation.

• Local Authority Secure Children's Homes: these focus on the
physical, emotional and behavioural needs of vulnerable young
people.

• Juvenile Prisons: these are for 15- to 18-year-old offenders and
focus on reform.

Open prisons became popular after the SecondWorld War as a way
of relieving pressure on overcrowded prisons. They house non-violent
prisoners with a low risk of escaping. Their aim is to resettle prisoners
into the community. Open prisons have been criticised as being a 'soft
option' though they are cheaper to run than closed prisons.
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Institution Type of offender Description of treatment
sent to this given to prisoners at this
institution institution

Borstal

Young Offenders' Institution

Local Authority Secure Children's Home

Open prison

The prison population in England and Wales has continued to rise - up
from 48,000 prisoners in 1985 to 88,000 in 2011. Prisonersare divided
into four categories based on the type of crime they committed, their
sentence and the danger they pose to the public if they escaped.
Category A prisoners are those whose escape would be highly
dangerous to the public, while Category D prisoners can be trusted
not to try to escape and are given the privileges of an open prison.
There are separate prisons for women prisoners. The largest is Holloway
Prison in London.



Several factors - such as the expense of running prisons, the pressure
of overcrowding and the record number of offenders - have resulted in
alternative punishments which avoid lengthy prison sentences.

Suspended sentence
• Introduced in 1967
• The offender does not go to

prison unless he/she commits
another offence during the
period of suspension.

Electronic tagging
• Introduced in the 1990s
• Offenders wear an electronic tag

which allows the police (through
GPS, global positioning satellite)
to keep a watch on the
offender's exact movements.

• Offenders cannot break their
curfew.

Community service
• Introduced in 1972
• Offenders have to work, unpaid, for a

set number of hours in the community.
• 'Community Payback' was introduced in

2003 with the aim of forcing offenders
to repay the community for the wrong
they have done, e.g. graffiti removal.

and repair projects.
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1. Explain the meaning and purpose of each of the following types
of punishment:

Suspended sentence
Community service
Electronic tagging

2. Using your knowledge, for each of these punishments give one
advantage and one disadvantage of using it.
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Exam practice

How far haveattitudes towards the treatment of offenders changed
from Tudor times to the present day?

[10 marks + 3 marks for SPaG]
Answers online
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1 In this type of 'synoptic' essayyou need to examine how attitudes 1

i have changed over a period of time - in this instance attitudes i
l towards punishment from the 1530s to the present day - making f

~sure you cover the whole period. You should start with the Tudor i
1 and Stuart period, then show any continuity/change into the f

i Victorian period. You can then mention the separate and silent :
: systems, and how rehabilitation was introduced in the twentieth :
l. century. You must ensure you cover at least three time frames. j
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Probation
• Introduced in 1907
• The offender follows a set of

rules, keeps in touch with a
probation officer and reports
weekly to the police.

• Since 1982 offenders on
probation have to do activities
and attend day centres for up
to 60 days.

Parole
• Introduced in 1967
• Offenders can be released

before the end of their
sentence as a reward for
good behaviour and for
promising to follow a set
of rules.


