
Crime and Punishment revision notes... 
Key crimes across time. 

 
Crime / time 

period 
Definition 

Key examples / wider 
info 

Cause of crime 
Typical 

punishment 

Vagrancy 
(early 

modern) 

Wandering 
from place to 
place, begging. 

3 categories: undeserving 
poor, poor by misfortune, 
deserving poor. 
Many different types 
/names e.g. Clapper 
Dudgeons or Abraham 
Man. 

Poverty – caused by 
unemployment leading 
to loss of home. 
Population growth. 

Corporal 
punishment, e.g. 
whipping. 
Could be put in a 
Bridewell (early 
form of prison). 

Treason 
(early 

modern) 

Plotting against 
/ to overthrow 
the monarch or 
government of 
the time. 

1605: Gunpowder Plot Political changes 
Religious changes 
(Henry VIII linked 
treason with heresy 
when he became Head 
of the Church of 
England after the 
Break with Rome). 

Execution – usually 
by hanging or 
being hung, drawn 
and quartered. 

Heresy (early 
modern) 

Going against 
the official 
religion of the 
country. 

Pilgrimage of Grace, 
1536. 
Marian Persecution – 
around 200 people 
executed by Mary I for 
not conforming to the 
Catholic faith. 

Religious changes, e.g. 
each Tudor monarch 
changed between 
Protestant or Catholic 
faiths. 

Execution – often 
being burned at 
the stake. 

Smuggling 
(1700s) 

Bring goods 
into the 
country 
without paying 
tax. 

Well established system, 
involving all elements of 
society.  Very difficult to 
stop as a lot of people 
benefitted from it. 

High taxes / prices 
(when prices of tea 
reduced, smuggling of 
tea greatly reduced). 
Poverty – loss of jobs 
and need to earn more 
money. 

Execution 
(especially through 
Bloody Code). 

Highway 
Robbery 

(from 1700s 
to Industrial 

period) 

Stealing from 
carriages / 
people 
travelling on 
roads. 

Famous highwayman = 
Dick Turpin. 
2 types = highwaymen 
and footpads. 

Development on new 
roads / increased 
travel. 
Growth of towns and 
cities = more travelling 
between places. 

Execution 
(especially through 
Bloody Code). 

Pickpocketing 
(Industrial) 

Stealing from 
individuals in 
very crowded 
cities / towns. 

Often carried out by 
children, estimated 
30,000 children sleeping 
rough in London. 
Very common in 
rookeries, e.g. St Giles in 
London. 
Pickpocketers were 
considered to be from 
the ‘Criminal Class’ 
developed in new cities. 

Urbanisation = 
crowded and cramped 
living conditions. 
Poverty = 
unemployment leading 
to extreme conditions 
and crime to survive. 

Transportation. 
Prison. 
(by 1800s the 
Bloody Code in 
decline and juries 
less likely to give 
death sentence, 
especially to young 
people). 



Industrial 
Protests 

Protest = 
campaigning 
against 
authority. 
Riot = violent 
action against 
authority. 

Key examples for 
Industrial Period = Swing 
Riots, luddites, Rebecca 
Riots, Scotch Cattle. 

Religious change 
(mainly from earlier 
Tudor period = 
Pilgrimage of Grace). 
Industrialisation = 
Luddites attacking 
machinery. 
Poverty / 
unemployment. 

Depending on 
severity / how 
much authorities 
felt threatened: 
Transportation. 
Prison. 
Execution (for 
leaders). 

Car crime 
(modern) 

Range of 
crimes focused 
on cars – either 
against cars as 
property or 
committed 
using a car. 

ONLY A MODERN DAY 
CRIME = cars not used by 
public until 20th century. 
Big impact on crime – 
massive increase in types 
of crimes and widens 
who can commit a crime, 
e.g. speeding. 
Laws created to regulate 
car ownership and 
connected to safety = 
greater range of crimes. 

Developments in 
transport / technology. 
Developments in roads 
= more travel = more 
opportunity for crime. 
Poverty. 

Range of 
punishments, 
depending on 
nature of crime 
and severity =  
Prison 
Fines 
Points on license 
Banned from 
driving 
Community 
Service. 
 

Cyber crime 
(modern) 

Range of 
crimes using 
computers as 
key method. 

For example... 
Cyber terrorism 
Viruses 
Phishing scams 
Hacking 
Identity theft 
Fraud 
Etc... 
 
Some new crimes, others 
are updated ways to 
commit existing crimes. 

Advances in 
technology / 
computers / internet. 
Poverty. 
Political changes 
Etc... 

Range of 
punishments, 
depending on 
nature of crime 
and severity =  
Prison 
Fines 
Community 
Service 
Parole 
Suspended 
sentences. 
 

Violent crime 
(modern) 

Range of 
crimes using 
violet methods 
/ intimidation. 
 

For example... 
Terrorism 
Football hooliganism 
Gun / Knife crime 
Drug Crime 

Political changes 
Religion 
Poverty 
Advances in 
technology 
Social deprivation 
Etc... 

Range of 
punishments, 
depending on 
nature of crime 
and severity =  
Prison 
Fines 
Community 
Service 
Parole 
Suspended 
sentences. 
 

 
 
 
 



SUGGESTED REVISION ACTIVITIES: 
 
Summary questions... 
 
What are the key causes of crime? 
How far have causes of crime changed?  Consider areas of change and continuity. 
How far have types of crime changed over time? 
 
 
 
 
Additional notes... 
 
Create your own revision cards using the above info as a starting point – you can add lots more detail / 
wider examples! 
 
Create a quiz (with answers) so that someone else can test you on key knowledge. 


