
Crime and Punishment revision notes... 
Catching criminals. 

 
How successful have methods of catching criminals been since the Tudor period? 
 

Strategy 
When 
used? 

Area of success / positives Areas of failure / negatives 

Hue and Cry Early 
modern 
period 

Community responsibility. 
Used local knowledge. 

Depended on individual characters. 
Reacts to crime that has already 
happened, doesn’t try to stop crime 
happening in the first place. 

Constables 
(usually in 
villages) 

Early 
modern 
period 

Uses local knowledge, knows 
community. 
Gave individuals higher status so 
many more inclined to do a good 
job. 

No / little pay – limited incentive to 
work well. 
Job seen as a burden on top of 
ordinary work. 
Could be open to corruption 
depending on individual. 

Watchmen 
(usually in 
towns) – e.g. 
Charlies who 
patrolled 
streets of 
London in the 
reign of 
Charles II. 

Early 
modern 
period 

As above – similar role to 
Constables. 
Their presence could deter thieves. 

As above – similar role to Constables. 
Disliked by locals – could be mocked.  
Not taken seriously. 
Charlies were paid, but the amount 
was so low it did not attract good 
candidates for the job. 

Thief takers Early 
modern – 
early 
Industrial 
period 

Worked to catch criminals for 
rewards. 
Had good local knowledge – could 
be effective. 

Very open to corruption, e.g. setting 
people up for crimes in order to 
collect reward. 

Army Early 
modern – 
early 
Industrial 
period 

Large force to put down riots / 
protests.  Could use weapons / force 
to be effective. 

Seen as too ‘heavy handed’.  Disliked 
by the public who didn’t want the 
government to be too involved in 
everyday life. 

Bow Street 
Runners 

Industrial 
period 

Paid / trained / had uniform = more 
incentive to do a good job. 
Had minimum standards to meet. 
 

Only covered a small area of London.   

Horse Patrol Industrial 
period 

VERY effective at stopping highway 
robbery in late 1700s. 

Stopped by the government as 
highway robbery reduced so much.  It 
returned without the patrol, but the 
Horse Patrol wasn’t set up again until 
1805. 

Hue and Cry 
newspaper 

Industrial 
period 

Spread info / knowledge about 
crimes – informed local people. 
Later became the Police Gazette and 
was the beginning of a national 
crime network. 
 

Limited to those buying / reading 
newspaper. 
Limited to certain areas (to begin 
with). 



Metropolitan 
Police 

Industrial 
period 

Paid / trained / uniformed (different 
to the army). 
Strict standards enforced across the 
1800s. 
Spread across the country after 
1856. 
Became regulated by the 
government. 
Began to specialise after 1842  
Began to use technology in late 
1800s (e.g. photography) 
 

Initially just for 7 miles of London. 
Early problems with recruits not 
meeting standards. 
Negative public opinion, especially in 
early years. 

Modern day 
police officer 

20th 
century 

Fully trained.  Use of equipment.  
Uniformed. 
Strict standards for entry into Police 
force. 
Minimum health requirements. 
Became more specialised. 
Greater use of science and 
technology. 
Focus on crime prevention. 

Changing public attitudes towards 
police. 
Allegations of corruption / racism – 
especially in the 1980s. 
Increased paperwork has meant less 
police patrols. 

Community 
Support Police 
Officer (CPSO) 

20th 
century 

Local presence for Police. 
Community links and knowledge. 
Important part of crime prevention 
and education e.g. through links 
with schools. 
 

Negative attitude from some public. 

 

Suggested revision activities... 
 

- Can you describe each of the strategies in detail?  Use your revision guides and notes 
to create revision cards for each one.  Remember to include key dates! 

 

- Can you add to this list of strategies?  E.g. JPs, sergeants, specialised police officers in 
the 20th century, Neighbourhood Watch schemes... 

 

- Create a summary chart giving REASONS WHY (explain) the police changed between 
time periods.  Link to overall changes in society, e.g. industrialisation or urbanisation. 

 

- Use the above info to plan and write Question 5 exam answers... Consider: 
How far have methods of policing changed since the Tudor period? 
How far have methods of policing been successful since the Tudor period? 
 


