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This report will cover the areas completed well across all questions and highlight areas that needed 
development.  Colour coded exemplar answers will be included – red text shows a grade 4/5 answer, green 
text shows what could be added in to achieve full marks. 

 
USA, 1929 – 2000 
 

1) Describe US methods of warfare in Vietnam during the 1960s.     [5] 
 
Teachers were generally pleased with the standard of answers for this question – it was clear that where 
good revision had taken place, strong answers followed that covered a range of key points.  Some students 
were able to recall 2 / 3 key features of US methods of warfare in Vietnam in detail and these answers 
were awarded 4 – 5 marks.  Where knowledge was more general or vague 2/5 marks was the most 
common mark.   
 

It was very clear where revision had not happened / been effective.  Many students forgot ‘Operation 
Rolling Thunder’ as an example and some did not focus on the question and gave strategies of the 
Vietcong, not the US.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One key method of warfare used by the US in the 

Vietnam was the use of chemical warfare.  Key 

examples of this were ‘Agent Orange’ (a weed-killer 

used to destroy the jungle) and Napalm (a bomb 

that exploded and showered people with a burning 

petroleum jelly that burned skin at 800 degrees 

Celsius).  Another warfare method was ‘search and 

destroy’ where troops would descend on a village 

suspected of supporting the Vietcong and destroy it.  

These were given the nickname ‘Zippo’ raids.  

Operation Rolling Thunder was a 3.5 year US 

bombing campaign of North Vietnam that aimed to 

destroy Vietcong supply routes to the South.   
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2) How far did the Civil Rights legislation of the 1960s change the lives of black Americans by 1970?    
                           [6] 

 
Successful answers for this question really focused on the topic of the question = Civil Rights 
LEGISLATION.  Answers which gave information about the Civil Rights Movement were less successful 
as this information was not relevant to the specific question.  Strong answers also included comments 
on ‘how’ and ‘how far’ lives changed – the best answers recognised that while the law changed, this did 
not automatically mean that peoples’ attitudes to Civil Rights changed at the same time.  This meant 
that everyday lives for many Black Americans (particularly in the South) did not change very much.   
 
Key areas to improve for this question were identifying and describing key legislation – the Civil Rights 
Act and the Voting Rights Act were the key examples.  The words ‘How far’ in the question mean you 
need to consider ways lives DID and DID NOT change – this will make sure you are focused on the 
question and evaluating, not just describing.  When thinking about change you need to consider the 
impact something had - e.g. how great was this impact, who did it impact, was it a short / long term 
impact? 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Civil Rights legislation of the 1960s included the Civil 

Rights Act in 1964 and the Voting Rights Act in 1965.  

Together these changed the law in the US to mean 

that segregation in public areas was banned, that 

cases of discrimination had to be brought to court 

and that employment opportunities should be 

equal.  In addition, the Voting Rights Act ended 

literacy tests and monitored registration of voters – 

this aimed to give black Americans equal access to 

voting.  The numbers of black Americans registered 

to vote did increase.  This all demonstrated 

significant change in the law in the US and showed 

that the Civil Rights Movement had had a positive 

impact.   

However, just because the law changed, this does 

not mean that everyday experiences changed.  

Many still experiences racial violence in the late 

1960s – a report in 1968 stated that racism was 

deeply embedded in American society and that 

black communities experienced economic inequality 

and faced police brutality.  Southern US states were 

less advanced in civil rights than northern states. 

Overall, while the changes in law were significant, 

and some people would have benefited from this, 

the lives of many black Americans did not really 

change due to Civil Rights legislation.  This shows it 

had a limited impact. 
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3) The lives of many Americans changed between 1945 and the late 1960s due to the influence of 
developments such as: 

 

 post-war affluence 

 consumerism 

 suburbanisation 
 
Arrange the developments in order of their significance in changing the lives of many Americans 
between 1945 and the late 1960s.  Explain your choices.                    [9]  
 
In many cases, teachers were pleased with the level of recall / own knowledge for this question.  Where 
students had revised it was clear you understood what the 3 key features were and could give some 
descriptive info about all three.   
 
The clear focus to improve for this question is the idea of ‘significance’.  The info included needs to be 
focused on how and why a feature is significant = focused on the impact the feature had.  Each feature 
needs a judgement about how significant it is (they will all have some level of significance), but the top 
answers need to include relative significance – why one feature is more / less significant than another one.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The most significant feature was post-war affluence.  This was the 
financial prosperity experienced in American society in the 1950s.  
There had been a number of reasons for this, for example in the US 
$1 billion worth of war savings were spent which significantly 
boosted the economy, and the growth in population which 
provided a greater demand for goods.  This was significant because 
it provided a strong basis for the economy, which really signified 
that the Great Depression was over.  It was more significant than 
the other features because it underpinned and connected to the 
others, allowing them to happen.  This means that post-war 
affluence affects the most people, for the longest time period.  
 
The next most significant feature is consumerism.  Consumerism is 
the growth in people buying goods, following on from the post-war 
affluence which meant that many people were richer from an 
increase in wages.  Items such as cars, fridges, washing machines 
and radios became popular and much more affordable due to 
higher wages and falling costs through mass production.  This was a 
significant feature because it changed the patterns of everyday life, 
and therefore had an impact on many peoples’ lives, as well as the 
wider economy.  It is more significant that suburbanisation because 
it had the potential to affect a broader range of people than that 
feature.   
 
The least significant feature was suburbanisation.  This was the 
growth of housing estates on the edges of cities, made popular 
with middle class families who had the income to afford new 
houses away from the city centre.  The first planned suburb was 
Levittown on Long Island.  This was a significant because it was a 
big change in lifestyle for families (and in particular housewives), 
but by 1960 only 20% of the population lived in suburbs meaning 
that they did not have an impact on a large amount of society.  
Many suburbs banned black people from buying houses which 
limited how significant they were.  For this reason, suburbanisation 
was the least significant because it affected the least people.   
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4) Explain why the relationship between the USA and USSR deteriorated after World War Two.  [8] 
 
Overall, teachers were pleased with the level of subject knowledge shown in this question – the most successful 
answers gave a range of accurate reasons and used the suggested structure of dividing answers into 3 clear reasons, 
using paragraphs and the key words ‘reason’ and ‘because’.   
 
Where answers were less successful, students had just given a range of information (described, not explained) 
instead of focusing on reasons why the relationship changed between the USA and USSR.  Another issue was when 
students listed a range of events that showed / demonstrated the relationship, but didn’t link this as evidence about 
the causes of change.  Using the sentence starter ‘This meant that…’ at the end of each reason will help with this.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One reason for the deterioration of the relationship between 
the USA and USSR following WWII was because of the lack of a 
common enemy between them.  During WWII they had been 
united by their common goal of defeating Hitler and the Nazis.  
This had meant they were willing to work together, despite 
their differences, to achieve this.  This led to their relationship 
getting worse because with the defeat of Germany in 1945 this 
common goal was lost meaning there was no reason for them 
to maintain a positive relationship.   
 
Another reason for the deterioration of the relationship 
between the USA and USSR following WWII was because they 
believed in completely different political systems – the US was 
capitalist and the USSR was communist.  These two systems 
were completely at odds with each other.  This led to their 
relationship getting worse because each country worked to 
either advance their system or to restrict the other one (e.g. 
when the US announced the Truman Doctrine which was 
specifically aimed against the spread of communism) which 
added conflict to their relationship after WWII. 
 
A final reason for the deterioration between the USA and USSR 
after WWII was the struggle over nuclear weapons.  Both 
countries wanted to be dominant in this area and to be 
considered a ‘superpower’.  Conflict over nuclear weapons is 
shown in a number of events, for example the Cuban Missile 
Crisis where conflict over the placement of missiles in Cuba and 
Turkey meant the world was on the brink of nuclear war.  
Conflict over nuclear weapons led to a deterioration between 
the USA and USSR because it increased suspicion and tension 
between the two superpowers making nuclear war more likely.   
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5) How important was the role of President Roosevelt in dealing with the Great Depression?       [12] 
 
[In your answer you should discuss President Roosevelt, alongside other factors in order to reach 
a judgement] 

 
With this question it was clear where students had revised the actions / policies of Roosevelt – there was 
some good recall knowledge for this.  The most successful answers then compared how important his work 
was, to the impact of other factors that helped bring about the end of the Great Depression.  
 
By far the biggest issue with this question was a misunderstanding of the structure needed to hit the 
higher levels in the mark-scheme.  Many students mistakenly wrote about the reasons Roosevelt wasn’t 
effective in P2, where what the question asks for is a comparison of Roosevelt’s impact to other factors 
(e.g. the role of Hoover, the impact of WWII).  A clear conclusion should then be added which links to the 
question and gives a definite judgement – was the most important factor in ending the Great Depression 
the work of Roosevelt, or a different reason? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President Roosevelt made a significant contribution to dealing 

with the Great Depression.  He introduced the New Deal after 

winning the Presidential election in 1932.  This had 3 clear aims 

– relief, recovery and reform.  These were about dealing with 

the short term crisis areas (e.g. provide food for the starving), 

but then putting longer term strategies in place (boosting the 

economy, welfare provisions).  A range of government 

agencies were set up to deal with this (the Alphabet Agencies, 

e.g. Emergency Banking Act and the Public Works 

Administration).  Roosevelt also tried to restore confidence in 

banking and to boost morale through using the radio as a way 

to communicate with Americans (called Fireside Chats).  These 

strategies were effective to an extent, however by 1934 there 

were still 10 million Americans out of work.  The Second New 

Deal was set up to further deal with this.  The policies of 

Roosevelt did attract opposition, showing his work was not 

entirely responsible for dealing with the Great Depression.   

Roosevelt was not the only factor in dealing with the Great 

Depression.  President Hoover had started work in dealing with 

the crisis, even though he was criticised for not doing enough.  

His policies included the Emergency Relief Act and the Home 

Loan Bank Act.  He also cut taxes by $130 million.  World War 

two was also significant in dealing with the Great Depression.  

Many more jobs were created (through conscription and war 

industries) which has a positive impact on the economy.  In 

addition, the massive increase in industrial production meant 

that by 1945 50% of the worlds manufacturing took place in 

the US.  This mix of employment and industry meant the 

economy completely recovered and then prospered.   

Overall, the most important factor in dealing with the Great 

Depression was the impact of WWII.  This fundamentally 

changed the economy of the US in a way that the other factors 

didn’t.  Roosevelt played an important role with his own 

policies, and as President through the war, but without WWII 

recovery from the Great Depression would not have been so 

complete at that time. 
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